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BIRTHS. 
On the 11th August, at Foochow, the wife of 
G. Smemeszen, H. G. M.’s Consul, of a son. 
On the 18th August, at Malacca, the wife of 
TILDEN ELDEIDGE, of a son. 
On the 15th August, at No. 8, Quai de France, 
Shanghai, the wife of Bernhard Buscumann, of 


& 80D. 

On the 16th August, at 210-2 Queen Street, 
Singapore, the wife of Capt. C. B. Mappox, barque 
Mathilde, of a daughter. 

TAGES. 

On the 7th August, at 8t. Andrew’s Cathedral, 
Singapore, by the Rev. W. H. Dunxerley, Colonial 
Chaplain, Retna Joun Bayarp, eldest son of 
Reginald B, B. Cuarton, late of Maryborough, 
Queensland, to Brareice, fifth daughter of the 
late Charles Dicxews, of Gads Hill, Kent. 

On the 1$th August, 1901, at Christ Church, 
Yokohama, by the Right Rev. Bishop Awdry, 
D.D., assisted by the Rev. Thomas Wright, Rev. 
Wautre J. SovrnaM, B.D., of Hongkong, to Miss 
Saran BK. Goipstone, of Toronto, Carinda. 


. On the 20th July, on the s.s. Sachsen, at sea, 
near Suez, ARTHUR Srmonps Cottam, dearly 
beloved son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Corram, aged 
14 months. 

On the 20th July, at Kulangsu, Amoy, Epwin 
Krewe, aged 28 years. 

On the Ist August, at Chefoo, Mina Biancug, 
daughter of J. Rewusat, aged 6} months. 

On the 10th August, at 28, Seward Road, 
8 hai, Fuorence Mar, second daughter of 
David TrusuRN. 

On the llth August, at Ningpo, Gustav 


Hospital, Lzo Cant Avoust vox Vaurnporrr, & 
native of Zabetitzs, Germany, and late of the 
aged 41 years. 
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per C. P. R. steamer Empress of India, on the 
20th August (21 days); the German mail of the 
9th July arrived, per N. D. L. steamer Prins 
Heinrich, on the 22nd August (44 days); and 
the American mail of the 25th July arrived, per 
P. M. steamer Peru, on the 23rd August (29 


days). . 


after a serious operation on the liver. 
pedition to work coalfields in Szechnen. 


been appointed to the command of the 
troops in China. 


of the Yellow River, causing immense destruc- 
tion of properly in Shantung, south of 
Chinanfu. 


declares, that the Tariff Revision Commissiou 
will sit in Shanghai, where all the necessary 
information will be readily available. 


Standard reports from Tientsin that the 
British troops have occapied the Summer Palaco 


(Peking). 


pleasure that the ihterviows between the Viceroy 
at Nanking and the Consuls, with reference to 
the comierrency of the Huangpu, were satis- 
factory, the 

principle of the scheme. of whcse ultimate 


execution there is little doubt. 


woek that Sir E. Batow had notified the 
Chinese pleni 
thors of the 
forthwith, Britain would have to reoonsider 


‘ No. 9. 


Yuen Shikai has ordered five Regiments to 
start from Tientsin to Peking and the remainder 
to start on the 6th November, according to 
Northern native papers. 


The three Corean district officials of Quel- 

art, who showed such anti-Christian tendencies 
faring the recent disturbances there, were 
examined by the French Chief Justice Crema- 
sich and will probably, it is said, be sentenced 
to death. : 


We received on the 22nd inst. from the Colonial 
Secretary's Office the information that plague 
is no longer epidemic in this colony, and that 
Clean Bills of Health are now issued. The 
epidemic which has now come to an end, 
involved J),619 cases (1,537 Chinese, 52 other 
Asiatics, 30 Europeans) and 1,548 deaths (1,503 
Chinese, 34 other Asiatics, 11 Huropeans). 


It is stated from Chinese sources in tho 
North that the Paoting railway, which was 
built by the Frenoh, is only used for conveyin 
material to the Legations and angers an 
troops, but that the Chinese se dom travel by 
that railway. The two plenipotentiaries have 
accordingly, it is said, arranged with the Fronch 
representative to destroy the railway after tho 
Court's return. This story, if trae, disposes of 
the report that the French intend to keep their 

gon, consisting of some 1,300 troops, at 
aotingfu as railway guard in the same way 
that the Manchurian railway is guarded by the 
Russians, and the Peking and Shanhaikwan 
railway by the British. 

A special Imperial Resoript was sent from 
Haian to Prince Ch'ing for transmission by 
telegraph to Shanghai when Prince Chun was 
there last month. The terms of this, which are 
now mado public, are as follows:—Tsai Li, Prince 
Chan, is now on his first journey to foreign 
countries. He should therefore be all the more 
careful in his h and condact and attention 
to his general health. To Chang Yi (Chang 
Yenmao) is deputod the direction of all coro- 
monies, ete., requisite on occasions like tho 
prosent, and he mast give his entire attention 
to the samo. After the said mission has been 
acoomplished, Prince Chan must retarn {m- 
mediately to China, taking care, howevor, to 
observe carefully the customs, peoples, and 
general condition of all the countries he shall 
visit whilst abroad. so that he may gain benefit, 
experience, and instraction from his sojourn in ~ 
other countrics. 


The following official intimation has been 
sent to the various high E cidl authorities 
by the advisers of the Empress Dowager at 

concerning the fature movements of the 
Court :—" As already announced to your Excel- 
lency, their Imperial Majestics the Empress 
Dowager and Emperor have decided to change 
the date of their departure from. from 
the Ist of Beptember to the 6th of October next. .,.. 
When the Coart arrives in Honan province item 
will branch off for ng the 
capital, where the 67th birthday anni 
the Empress Dowager—10th day of th 
moon: Wednesday, 20th November, IOGj-if 
to be celebrated bef.re the Court proceeds: 
ther on towards Peking. In fact thelr In- 


— npr will not leave Kaiféng for 
eking un’ altar the Ses of Dear es 


ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The Canadian mail of the 30th July arrived, 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


——_ 


Prince Henri d’Orleans has died at Saigon 


Russia is reported to be equipping an ex- 
Colonel Marchand, of Fashoda notoriety, has 
rench 


A serious breach has occurred in both banks 
It is very probable, the N.-C’. Daily News 


A Paris despatch of the 10th inst. says : —The 


he other Powers have protested. 
The N.C. Daily News learns with much 


iceroy falling in witb the 


Dr. Morrison telegraphed to the Times last 


tentiaries that unless the au- 
huchou massacre were punished 


the arrangements for the withdrawal of her 
troops. 

2,000 troops from Governor Yuan Shikai 
arrived west of Peking on the 6th inst. under 
the command of General Chiaag. The presence 
of these troops is taken asa gusrantee of order. 
In fact the Chinese people are said to appear 
not to recognise any troops as worth anything 
except those of Yuan 8 : 


According to ogr Shanghai morning con- 
temporary, an authoritative comm cation 
from Peking, ander date the 12th inst, =ye 
that it was then practically decided that the 
tariff of five per cent. ad valorem on articled 
now on the free list (with a few exceptions to 
be indicated) will into effect two months 


riaiioy rhage Ne said sign- | (Manch emu of ous 
as late as ys . a oman, 
ing will be al neta.” : 


-... with ‘ts strategic importance, though prv- 
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HONGKONG: NAVAL AND 
MILITARY WORKS. 
—___—~_@-—- -—_—_ 

(Daily Prees, 21st August.) 

The Naval and Military Works Bills have, 
Revrer tells us, been read a third time 
in the House of Commons, which’ means 
that practically they have been passed. 
The Bills provide for thé.expenditure of 
twelve million pounds sterling, six million 
f which are for naval and six for military 
orks. These include a breakwater for 
Malta, increased coaliny facilities for the 
Fleet, and the erection and re-construction 
of barracks. The Royal Naval Dockyard 
at Hongkong, for the enlargement of which 
paat of the money will also be used, is, we 
are’ told by Captain Pretiman, Civil Lord 
of the Admiralty, to be about thirty-four- 
and-a-half acres in extent, leaving space 
for the erection of au additional large dock, 
if required, and for providing storage ac- 
commodation for one hundred thousand 
tons of coal. It will thus be apparent that 
not only are very large additions to be made 
fate Royal Naval Dockyard, which will 


will be for this purpose; we will hope so, 
nt any rate. 

It 1s satisfactory to find that the Royal 
Naval Dockyard is to be formed on so large 
and comprehensive a scale as stated by Mr. 
Prerrman. It is, of course, much to be 
regrette 1, from the civilian point of view 
at least, that the Admiralty found it in- 
advisable or impracticable—we have yet to 
learn which—to remove the establishment 
bodily across to the other side of the 
harbour. It is true that Mr. Cnarer’s 
scheme was 8 little late; some portion of 
the reclamation in front of the Naval Yard 
had been accomplished and the alterations to 
many of the buildings in it had been carried 
out, but compensation might and could 
easily have been made for the outlay thus 
incurred by the Government and ratepayers 
of Hungkong out of the sale of the)jground 
that could have been made. On tKeir side, 
the Admiralty woul have gained much in 
convenience and in elbow-room. They have 
in any case to maintain an establishment on 
the Kowloon side, and, large ns is the area it 
is now proposed to reclaim between the Naval 
Yard and the man-of-war anchornge, it is 
small compared with what it was proposed 
to give them as an equivalent at Kowloon. 
However, we discussed this question from 
the naval point of view last month. 
The decision has been made, and the 
Colony will have to suffer the conse- 
loon, relieved the pressure for a time, but | quences. These are varied and more than 
since the reinforcement of the Garrison by | sufficiently trying. ‘In the first place the 
three regiments of Indian Infautry there pres opened up, by the exchange, of a 
has been much crowding and discomfort. | broad continuous Praya, will now have to 
Some of the troops bave been housed in | be definitely abandoned, and we must resign 
matsheds, some under canvas, and others in | ourselves, as best we may, to the thought 
hired buildings or in temporary quarters. | of the sea-fuce of this great port being 
Thus -the barracks of the Hongkong Regi- | permanently cut in twain in the very centre 
ment have, in the absence in North China | of the city, thereby impeding deselopiasnt 
of the bulk of the battalion, been placed at | and greatly hampering the traffic. The 
the disposal of une of the Indiun regiments, | residents on the upper levels in the middle of 
and detachments from another have been | Victoria will also have to get accustomed to 
lodged in the Sanatorium at Magazine Gap. | the manifold disturbing noises necessarily 
But on the return of the Hongkong Regi- | arising fron a busy dockyard, which they 
ment the pressure will again become acute. } will not find conducive,to slumber in the 
Provuniatle two, if not all three, of the; early hours of the morning, when the most 
regiments will remaio or be replaced. The | refreshing slecp is usually obtained in the 
3rd Madras Light Infantry are, it is true,| summer. The citizens who have their 
ordered back to India in three weeks’; places of business in the quarter lying 
time, but they are, we hear, to be replaced | between the Naval Yard and Blake Pier 
by one of the regiments now at Shanghai. | will find the smoke from the Dockyard 
The Garrison of Hongkong, which had, up | chimneys no slight nuisance, and the offices 
to the Boxer outbreak in North China and | adjoining will bave to endure all the din 
the attempted massacre of the Foreign | that inevitably issues from such an establish. 
Ministers, been more or less nominal, or at} ment. Nor is this all. The large reclama- 
least only ma‘ntained at the point sufficient | tion in progress will, notwithstanding the 
to man meagrely the principal fortrfica- | assurances of Naval experts, be certain to 
tions, will in future have to b2 kept on | cause consideruble silting up along the 
something like a level with ordinary require- | foreshore from Messrs. Burrerritetp & 
mente, if not on a basis of affording assist- | Swrre's offices to Pottinger Street wharf, 
ance to Shanghai or Peking. The great | and much dredging will no doubt have to 
distance from any bas: of supplies and the | be done to counteract this. All these 
possibilities of local difficulties arising out | evils must ensuc, either because t:¢ Lords 
of European complications, have at last, by | of the Admiralty consider the Kowloon 
dint of actudl eveuts, convineel the British site tov expused to an enemy's fire, or else 
War Office of the importance of regarding | because they do not I'ke to defer the work 
Hongkong not merely asa coalirg station | and start afresh. If the latter is the reason, 
but as a place of arms from which, if | it may be reinarked that they have never 
necessary, assistauce cau be afforded to | shown any tendency to place value on time 
Britich trade or these engaged in it in the | hefore ; it is to be regretted that they should 
ports\of China. The Colony will, therefore, | have manifested to a sudden appreciation of 
in fu:yre be garrisoned more in accordance | jt at a moment when a little more delay meant 
so much for Hongkong. If the former reason 
is that which actuates them, then, as we 
have said before, we can but bow to naval 
demands, though it be with a heavy heart. 


create Hongkong into a great Naval Arsenal, 
but that extensive additions are contem- 
plated ‘to the barrack accommodation for 
the garrison, at present very limited. It is 
true that the purchase of the Mount Austin 
Barraeks three years ago and the erection 
of several blocks on Gun Club Hill, Kow- 


Dbably there may be differences of opinion 
between the War Office and the public as 
‘to the number of troops that will be re- 
quired to make the garrison effective. Still 
it is much to have the position of the Culony 
recognised ; the next .step gained may be 
its efficient fortification. At present the 
entrances to the harbour of Victoria are 
’ gufficiently protected, but the southern coast 
of the island of Hongkong is still totally 
unprotected. Possibly the next vote made - 


a emg 
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newest subjects. 
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THE NEW TERRITORY REPORT. 


eS ‘iy 
(Daily Press, 24th Aujrast.) 
The unavoidably belated Report of the 


Hon. J, H. Srewarr Locxnant, 0,M.G., 

Golonial Secretary, printed in the Govern- 

ment Gazette. of the 17th inst., and in 

part reproduced in these columns on Tues- 
Ys 


is a distinctly instructive compilation. 


The document, under its headings of Land, 
Titles, Land Court, Survey, Botanical and 
Afforestation Department, Public Works, 


Education, Medical Department, Harbour 


Office, Police, Crime, Legislation, Revenue 
and Expenditure, and Staff, is worthy of 
minute and detailed attention. 
conjunction with the thirteen accompany- 
ing appendices, from which through con- 
siderations of space we were unable to quote 
on Tuesday, it furnishes us with a complete 
history of what has been, and is being, 


Taken in 


done in our Extension across the’ harbour. 
The highly important Memorandum by Mr. 
H. H. J. Gompertz, Member of the Land 
Court, upon Land Tenure and ‘Titles in the 
New Territory, gives us a vivid picture of a 
few out of the many tight kuots and hope- 
less tangles which the Land Court, in the 
course of its arduous duties, will have to 
loosen and unravel. The numerous con- 
flicting claims to practically every superficial 
foot of land, particularly those nearest the 
shore, in the narrow ribbon of leased 
territory facing Hongkong, and oxtending 
from Lyeemun in the East, right out 
to Laichikok, behind Stonecutter’s, in the 
West, are specimens of the ravenous land- 
huoger which has suddenly seized our 
Of the nine lesser islands 
lying between Hongkong and Lantao, 
880 claims have been lodged in respect of 
five—in his Report Mr. Locxnart says 
four, an obvious slip, as reference .to para- 
graph 13 of Appendix la will show: while 
to the other four—Mr.: Locxuart says 
five—no claims have boen sent in, and they, 
by virtue of Section 15 of the Ordinance, 
revert to the Crown. The preposterous, 
unsupported claim of a branch of the Tana 
family of Kam T’in in San On, to the whole 
of Ts ing I Island, currently named Chung 
Hue, is a striking sample®¥? the absolutely 
baseless claims’ to land §Swnership on a 
large scale which have given the Land Court 
sadises trouble and worry. Happily, and 
apparently owing to internal clan squabbles 
as to distribution of the spoil, a deed dated 
1788 shows conclusively that the living des- 
cendants of Tana Ku-wam only own 36.2 
mow of land: and assuming, as is done in 
Mr. Locxuanrt’s Report to the Colonial 
Office, dated Oct. 8th, 1898, that 6:61 mow 
=1 English acre, their total owning is about 
5.5 English acres. When it is stated that 
the whole island of Téfng I contains con- 
siderably over n thousnod acres of well. 
timbered and well-watered land, hill and 
dale, is easily accessible at all seasons, and 
contains sites suitable fur plague aad ‘other 
burial places without interfering with 
resout residential arens—the island is in- 
Eabited by some four hundred Hakkas— 
the impudont pretensions of the Taxas are 
wholesomely apparent. 
too considerate in proposing that, as an act 
of grace, an extra acre, or thereabouts, 
should be granted them for the purpose of 
erecting a brick or lime-kiln in the ‘north- 
eust part of the island where, some ten 
years ago, n kilu was worked. In tho utter 
absence of documentary evidence, the Tanase, 
presumptively, were trespassers on that bit 
of land; and bearing 


tle 


4) piculs of rice, minus the amount by 


Mr. Gompurrz is . 


in mind the dishonest | 
nature of their recent claim, they should be - 
‘given strict justice, and nothing 
to collect annually the commuted er of 


: wel 


+ 
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the tenants as Crown Rent. Mr.Gomperrz's | “support, that is, until foreigners have 
lucid explanations of the origin of the] “begun to move in considerable numbers 
anomalies of land tenure, as well as of the | “into the suburbs, he bas another reason 
various methods by which land bas been | “for choosing streets which are more ex- 
originally acquired in the New Territory, “‘clusively used by Chinese. His scheme 
are logical, conclusive and convincijg. His | “ will give the community a practical insight 
_ suggestions and recommendationsareplainly | “ into the value of tramways, which it is 

the outcome of mature thought, fdllowing | “undoubtedly well that we should have 
on long and patient research, and are there- | “before we dispose of the rights in our 
fore entitled to the fullest consideration. | “leading thoroughfares.” The fact of the 
The principal Police Stations have been | French Municipal Council proposing to in- 
equipped with Maxim guns: an admirable | augurate short ae tramway system in their 
precaution, when we consider the prevalent | Settlement at Shanghai, and of Hongkong 
turbulent churacter of the adjoining part of | and Tientain both having decided on tram- 
of the district of San On. It is doubless | ways was expected, as no doubt it did, to 
owing to this salutary fact, and to the | spur the Shalighai ratepayers on to make 
temporary reinfurcement of the frontier |a further advance in municipal progress. 
stations and of Taipo that, in spite of | Shanghai, like our own city, has been 
ill-suppreseed chronic disorder, occasionally | suffering severely from excessive rents and 
flaming into open rebellion over the bouu- | lack of building land, and the cry for more 
dary, no attempt has so far been made to | rapid communication between the centre 
disturb the peace in the New Territory. In.) and the boundaries, enabling au extension 
Appendix 8, we learn of srme of the | of the latter, has been growing strouger and 
difficulties encountered in the course of the | stronger. The following lines f the 
Cadastral Survey : on the hill slopes, and in | above-quoted article in the North-China 
the glens and narrower valleys, as many a8 Daily News might, with a trifling alteration, 
120 and even more fields to the acre were | have appeared in a Hongkong paper at any 
met with. In Appendix 4, dealing with the | date fur many years :—“ It is hardly neces- 
work of the Public Works Department, we | “ sary to point out to those who are sufferiog 
are informed that the total distance to Tai- | “from the high rents which have become 
po now turns out to be 18 miles: not 16, as | “ inevitable with the rapidly increasing value 
Mr. Locxuarr has it in his Report. The | “of land within the old limits of the Settle- 
least. gratifying feature is the Governmental | “ ments, what an advantage it will be to 
Balnuce Sheet—Revenue and Expenditure. | “establish cheap and rapid communication 
Here we see that the reasonably opti-| “with the suburbs, where houses can be 
mistic views entertained by Mr. Locxnakt | “built that can be let at reasonable rents. 
in his Report to Downing Street, in October | ‘ The time uccupied in transit and the cost 
of 1898, have not been fulfilled. Then, he | “ have heretofore prevented to a great extent 
anticipated no difficulty in raising, from the | “ the erection of middle-class dwellings in 
outset, an annual revenue big enough to | “our eastera and western suburbs.” Hither- 
meet the cost of administration: at thé| to in Shanghai, as our contemporary points 
same time, he estimated the expenditure at | out, there has been no improvement in the 
a lakh and a quarter of dollars. Let us| means of communication in the “ Model 
‘compare this forcast with actual facts. Settlement" since the introduction of the 
The expenditure for 1900 was $288,361.66, jinrickisha. It has of course to be proved, 
exclusive of Police Establishment expenses, | as the Mercury says, that the Chinese will 
which, ns obtained from the Hon. F. H. | prefer to ride a certain distance in fifteen 
May, C.M.G., Captain Superintendent, were | minutes rather than in two hours on a wheel- 
$102,292.48: this gives a total gross expen- | barrow. But this can hardly be doubted, 
diture of very nearly $850,000. ‘I he revenue, provided that the fares are sufficiently low. 
derived from all sources, during the eame | The promoters of our own tramway scheme 
period, amounted to $17,530.75. Such a| have expressed themselves confidently on 
financial result after the expenditure already | the point, and all existing evidence is in 
of so much time and labour on thé New | their favour. When the first prejudice to 
Territory is an unsatisfactory item in the | an innovation bas been overcome, the Chi- 


of 35 being conve into a majority of 32. 
We shall receive shortly from Shanghai 

some details of the speeches and voting; 

which may throw further light on the 

Motives actuating the opponents of the - 
scheme. It may be assumed, however, that 

pro ry todas in ~ centre of the town 

all their stren: ‘dinst a proposal 

which threatened a yeduce their ante by 

relieving overcrowding in the Settlement. ~~ 
The triumph, such as it is, will almost 
certainly be found to bs the triumph of 
vested interests—ever the most serious 
incubus haunting tho life of a Far Eastern 
settlement, whether it be a Crown Colony 
or a Municipality. Hongkong has not 
escaped from this obsession, as we have had 
occasion to point out recently. Fortunately, 
however, it has been to the honour and 
interest alike of some of our most prominent 
residents to foster the growth and im- 
provement of the colony, which under 
purely official guidance would have stagnated 
entirely. Shanghai bas had o far better 
name for progressive tendencies than has 
Hongkong. In one particular at last we 
seem to have shown to better advantuge. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND GERMAN 
TRADE. 


——_-—- oe ° 
(Daily Press, 23rd August.) 

Our German contemporary in Shanghai 
complaing of what it calls the action of 
British Colonies, and especially of Singapore, 
designed to suppress the rising power of 
German shipping, and professes to be 
reminded by this action of o saying of 
Spinoza: “ Unusquisque tantum juria habet 
quantum potenti ralet "’—i.e., eysnienh 
Might is Right. The writer in the Ostasia- 
tieche Lloyd scorns the idea that tho rapid 
growth of German commerce and shippin 
in the Far East can be hindered by Britieh 
efforts, but he is still morbidly suspicious 
that the actions of various colonial autho- 
rities to protect themselves are all aimed at 
undermining Germany’s commercial great- 
ness. He says (we paraphrase his remarks) : 
The British do not to-day, as they did 
formerly, merely whisper among themselves 
their anxiety about German commercial 
growth, but give loud utterunco to it before 
the world. ‘They are no longer satisfied 
with empty protests, byt take such precau- 


Report nese have always shown themselves appre- tions ns from their ‘awn point of view 

—_—_—= ciative of quick transit facilities. appear justifiable, The result is very 

SHANGHAI AND THE TRAMWAY |_ The Shanghai newpapers wrote hopefully | unpleasaut to nou-British shippers in East 
SCHEME. last week of the prospects of the scheme at Asiatic waters. Nor can it be denied 
——_ eee 


the Ratepayers’ Meeting. The North-China 
Daily News said :—‘ What we want is a 
“ practical demonstration that will stop the 
“constant objections of the typical con- 
“gervative Shanghai man, ‘ We're not going 
“to have the Bund and the Bubbling Well 
“Road spoilt by tramways, and all the 
other streets are too narrow.’ This must 
“be answered by laying tramways in the 
“ gtreets and working them, and we hope to 
“gee the ratepayers deciding at the eg | 
“next Monday that the experiment sbal 
“be made.” ‘The Mercury speaks with more 
confidence still:—‘‘It is for the coustruc- 
“tion of this experimental line alone that 
“the ratepayers will be asked to give their 
“ consent, and, we have no doubt that the 
“majority who vote will cast it in favour 
“of u tramway which is now so very much 
“needed and which is so important to the 
“future development of these Settlements.” 


that Britain, possessing all the important 
points between Suez and Japan, is ina 
position to put many difficulties in the 
way of other nations’ shipping, and 
el polar! Germany's. But she has 

to be almighty on the sea, continues the 
German writer, and she will Ko on losing 
power. And so on. The whole articlo is 
designed to show that Great Britain, afraid 
of Germany's rapid growth, is determined 
to wreck it in whatever way it is possible. 
Of course, no serious refutation of the 
arguments is required. The conclusion is 
avsurd. At the same time, 60 exagyerated 
bas been the language of those English 
writers who wail about their country’s 
commercial decadence that it is not to be 
wondered at that foreigners should mistake 
the state of nffairs. The line of policy which 
the Ostasiatische Lloyd accuses our colonial 
authorities of taking is precisely that which 
This confidence was justified by the voting | the German Press, at home and abrcad, 
of those ratepayers actually present at the | strenuously advocates for the German 
meeting. But the absentee andlord was; colonies. However, patriotism and con- 
not to be defeated so easily. The proxy- reise are ae a cosa ani A 
“periment which he ges to make at | holders nearl uadrupled the vote against writer, i by recent legislation 
f Bie own cost, and Se ite dnantial success ! the scheme, while the vote in its favour was af the Straits Settlements Executive Conncil, 
“must depend for some time on Chinese little morethan doubled, an adverse minority may be pardoned for his distorted view of 


(Daily Press, 22nd August.) 

To judge from the anticipations in the 
leading Shanghai papers last week, the 
result of fhe voting on the proposed tramwny 
acheme at the special Ratepayers’ Meeting 
must come as a rather severe blow“to the 
Ehanghai public. It is true that of the 
ratepayers actually present 92 voted for the 
scheme and only 57 ugainst, but the demand 
for a poll enabled the proxy-holders to turn 
the scale the other way, nnd the scheme was 
rejected. The idea of this tramway origi- 
nated with Mr. ZrEGLER, a German by birth, 
but long resident in London and now a 
Shanghai ratepayer. What he actually pro- 

sed at the meeting wns an experimental 
fine from Garden Bridge on the Bund to 
St. George’s Farm, to be followed by other 
lines should the experiment prove a success. 
The North-China Daily News, writing on 
the 12th instant, said:—‘ The great point 
“of Mr. Zrecier's scheme as now formu- 
“lated is that it involves little or no expense 
“to the community. It is a practical ex- 


f 


a ee a 
Saat 


ca 


on 


affairs. When the Berliner Tageblatt, 
discussing {his saine legislation, can advance 
the argument that it is because the coolies 
prefer‘the humaner German captains and 
(rewa, and therefore flocked to German 
ships, that the Straits Executive Council 
issued its recent order, it can occasion 
no ‘surprise to read such articles as 
the one which we have glanced at above. 
Such articles, nevertheless, may do harm 
in ‘embittering national feeling, on which 
ground their publication is to be tegrette |. 


THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
WORLD'S COMMERCE. 


a 
(Daily Prese, 19th August ) 

The Philadelphia Commercial Museum has 
published a small pamphlet entitled The 
World’s Commerce and United States' Share 
of It, which, though mainly statistical, is of 
great interest at the present time when the 
fear of American trade competilion las 
developed into a panic in certain commercial 
circles, Tlie pamphlet summarises the 
actual figures on which the evidence of the 
States’ commercial advance is based and 
indulges but little in anything beyond the 
barest comment. Starting with a note upon 
the vast change in the relations of the 
States with the rest of the world since 1890, 
when the country was largely dependent on 
Europe, und ‘more especially on Great 
Britain, for money to develop its resources, 
it alludes to the Barina collapse of 1890, 
the panic of 1893, with long and widespread 
distress throughout the States, causing 
general economy, the introduction by manu- 
facturers of new and cheaper methods of 
production, and ultimately an accumulation 
of savings. Then came the good crops in 
the States at atime of drought in India 
and Australia, which led to the increasing 
needs of Europe having to be satisfied 
from America, with the consequence that 
$2,000,000,000,000 in four years represented 
the excess of exports over imports in the 
States, whose manufacturers now found 
that they could sell their products at prices 


\ enabling them te compete successfully in the 


world’s markets. They have entered those 
markets to stay, nd since 1890 have increased 
the exports of manufactured goods more, in 
actual value, than Great Britain, France, 
and Germany combined. “The percentage 
of this increase" the pamphlet says, “is 
greater than that of any of these nations in 
& quarter of a century.” The following 
table of export of manufactured goods is 


appended, the figures being in millions of 
ollars :— 

Countries. 18901990 Increase, Tnerenae 
United States ... 151 482 281 188 per ct. 
United Kingdow.1119 1144952, 
Germany ......... 529 678 149 28 
France .... ...... 40 365 —25 —6} ,. 


The panic-mongers who fear so much the 
advance of American commerce should take 
to heart the warning which the pamphlet 
proceeds to give that the success of the 
United States in foreign trade cannot be 
achi.ved by the destruction of that of their 
rivals. The States are largely dependent on 
the purchasing ability of their best customer, 
the United Kingdom. “From 1880 to 1900 
“the United States soll to the United 
“ Kingdom a little over nine billion dollars’ 
“worth of goods, or about one-half of all 
“our exports; while during the same time 
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“the United ttates bought from the United |. 


* Kingdom only about three and a half 
“billion dollars’ worth, leaving a balance of 
“five billion six paca million ae 
“ During the same period the imports from 
“ other countries exceeded in value the 
“sold to them by over two billion d 


lars. Singapore. 


i < : kets ote . Lo 
_. {August 26, 1901. 

“This balance was paid out of the amount}; . STR JOHN CARRINGTON’S - 
“paid to us by England, and left over three RESIGNATION. —— - 
“and a half billions to pay freight, insur- eet 4 a 
“ance, and other charges, and to accumulate (Daily Press, 17th August.) 
“a balance in our favour in the money} Ag we announced to our readers ye terday, 
“markets of the world.” The disposition | the news has been received. in Hoapkans 
of this surplus presents a difficult problem.|that His Honour Sir Jouxn Wosret. 
At present a large part of it is used to pay | Canninorox, K.B,C.M.G., D.OL. LL.D, 
freights, insurance, interest on securities in| M.A. has been obliged through ill-health 
Europe, and travelting expenses of Ameri-| to send in hia resignation of the office of 
cans in foreign countries. All of it cannot | Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this 
be invested in English, German, and other | colony, a post which he has held since 1896. 
foreign loans and investments. It is there- | The news has been received with feelings of 
fore probable, the writer of the document | universal regret. It would have been im- 
before us thinks, that large amounts will be| possible for any man to have administered 
invested in new industries and railroads, ! the duties of his office in a manner which 
and in developing the new possessions.{ could win wore general esteem than has 


“These new industries will increase the} fallen to the lot of Sir Jouw CARRINGTON. 
“surplus for export and compel the United 


“States to take a prominent share in the 
“world’s polit'ca and trade, whether it 


“desires to do so or not.. A vigorous ip contact. He has, moreover, done the 
“foreign trade will enable the American , colony an inestimable service in the com- 
“people to continue the prosperity with | pilation of the new Code of Civil Procedure, 
“which they bave been blessed in the past which was issued shortly before his departure 
“four years. . . . By means of machinery, ‘ for Japan. Away from his official sphere 
“the great manufacturing nations have of action, he has won for himself a reputa- 
“ been able to produce much more than they tion which will not quitkly perish, whether 
“can consume, and have been forced to find in his capacity of Commandant of the local 
“outlets for their surplus products in less Hongkong Corps or in his general social 
“developed countries. This explains the agpects. It is perhaps no small token of 
“efforts which European nations are making the affection felt for him that he was known 
“to secure control of large regions of everywhere simply as “Sir John.” His 
“country in Asin and Africa. “The | departure will be a grent loss to the colony. 
“United States, by possession of the | At the same time, the strain of hard work bad 
“Philippines, is in a position to secure a1 evidently begun to tell severely on him of 
“fair share of the trade of near-lying| Jate, and no one can grudge his retirement 
“countries on the continent of Asia.” But,/ from a long and distinguished career. 
as the writer says later on, nothing but| Born in 1847, Sir Joun CARRINGTON wns 
persistent pushing can secure foreign trade, | educated at Lodge School and Codrington 
which does not necessary follow the flag, for. College, Barbados, and Lincoln Col ege, 
(he instances) in the Philippines, England | Oxford, the University for which he cher- 
and Germany have secured a larger share of | tghes still, as is well known, the warmest 
the trade than the United States. affection. He was a barrister at Lincoln’s 
Into the exact details of the exports} Inn in 1872; returned to the West Indies 
from the United States into the various|and became Member of the Barbados 
parts of the world we cannot here follow | House of Assembly in 1874-78 and again 
the writer, for to do so would involve the | jn 1881; Solicitor-General, 1878; Acting 
qyotation of endless figures. He concludes Attorney-General, 1880-81; President of 
from them that the United States have still | the Education Board ; Chief Justice of St. 
to guin their fair share of the world’s imports | [Lucia and Tobago, 1883-85; Acting Chief 
in many lines, and thst this can only be! Justice of Grenada, Tes. Attorney- 
done by the “ persistent pushing" mentioned | (Jeneral of British Guiana, 1888 ; and Chief 
above. With regard to the fear expressed in | Justice of Hongkong, in succession to Sir 
Europe that the States will not only secure | Fretping CiarKe, in 1896. Sir. Joun 
a larger share of trade in the other yrand | Carrinaton took his seat in Court for the 
divisions of the world, but will also make | first time on the 18th May of that year, 
inroads upon the domestic trade of European being welcomed by the Hon. W. Murex 
countries theinselves, the writer laughs at |Goopmax, Attorney.General, in a speech 
the talk of un international alliance against expressing the high antivipations entertained 
the States to keep American products out lof his coming administration of justice here. 
of Europe, and says: “Such efforts are| We can on!y conclude by saying that all 
“unlikely to cause anxiety if considered in ' syuh anticipations have been gore than 
“the light of recent commercial history. | fulfilled. eat 
“Individual nations in the past have tried [We believe that, (hough Sir John mits 8 


“to do this, and it has generally resulted in ton actually sent {a hia resignation, he will 


himself an honourable name among all the 
races with whom his: work has brought him 


‘‘a steady increase of American exports ty induced to reconsider it so. far as to wait the’ 


“ ri Ives, an : few remaining months before his on falls 
“ i oo cra Gon ie rgb duo. It is robable, however, that be will be on 
a smpiler of ck leave during the remaind>r of his term of 
“countries.” The author and compiler of off rile ne ee ee saath 
this instructive little pamphlet has evideutly ; 
no dread of the power of the European | 
nations to damage the United States by any signing himself T.E.E., writes on the subject 
euch action as anti-American extremists on 
the Continent havo urged. 


SS a ee 


; ir prt there is no public body to saf 
ane paul rights from the pressare of the Colonial 

i Dariog the first half of the present year oo, and as the ri 

910,185 ¢ 


kehas 
t lconsed here is:—675 in Victoria, 25 at 


102,302 to Manila. Bunkers for foreign-going 
ships took 269,514, and Joye ports bunkers Bay, and 14) at Kowloon. T.B.E. 
for local steamers 622,654 tons. The Mitsui 


roposes as a model for Sarin he Dares 
Bussan Kaisha shipped 423,135 ont of the total. Sanielpality which ' com’ the rickshas 
Seapine iid wECaLA i is fee cease Sot 
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For ability ,and uprightness he has made - 
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THE CRISIS: TELEGRAMS, { (3! 
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(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Suananat, 16th August, 8.12 p.tn. 

Reports come from Tientsin of heavy 
rains having seriously-damaged Manchurian 
and Northern railways. 

The reported Russian reverses during the 
troubles in Manchuria have been discredited. 

The Empress Dowager censured Li Hung. 
chang for his apparent apathy and 
arrogance, and Chang Lui for his in- 
adequate appreciation of the gravity of 
the present situation. : 

The report sent to the Empress Dowager 
by Yang Yu, the Chinese Minister to Russia, 
re w reported secreé agreement between 
England and Russia not to interfere with 
each other on their respective sides of the 
Great Wall, has greatly alarmed her. 


THE LATE EMPRESS FREDERICK. 
———_@-———_- 
HONGKONG'S CONDOLENCES. 
We have been furnished with the following 


” copy of the telegram from His Excellency the 


Governor to the Secretary of State, sent on 
the 13th August :— 

Resolution passed by Legislativa Council to- 
day: That the caetibers of the Legislative 
Council of Hongkong desire humbly to express 
to His Majesty the King and His Imperial 
Majesty the German Emperor the sorrow with 
which they have recoived the intelligence of 
the death of the Dowager Empresas Frederick 
of Germany and Princess Royal of England, 
and their deep sympathy with Their Majesties 
in their bereavement. 

, BLAKE. 

The following is a copy of telegram received 
in reply from the Secretary of State on 15th 
August :— 

“His Majesty the King thanks Legislative 
Council for message of sympathy. 

“ CHAMBERLAIN.” 
(fae 
HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 
A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on the 22nd inst. in the Board Room. The 
President (Hon. W. Chatham, Acting Director 
of Public Works) occupied the chair, and thore 
were present the Vice-President (Hon. F. H. 
May, C.M.G., in en Superintendent of 
Police), Dr. Clark (Medical Officer of Health). 
Mr. E. Osborne, Mr. Fung Wa 
Lau Chu Pak, and Mr. G. 

(Secretary). 


Chuen, Mr. 
A. Woodcock 


THE MINUTES. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 
Board, with an alteration in connection with 
the motion then brought forward by Mr. 
Osborne in relation to markets, latrines and 
urinals, were approved. 

RE-APPOINTMENT OF MR. OSBORNE. 

The re-appointment of Mr. Osborse as a 
member of the Board was intimated to the 
meeting. 

Tho PEEstDENT—We are all very pleased to 
see that Mr. Osborne is going to continue as 8 
member of the Board for another period. I 
hope we will benefit by his advice in sanitary 
matters. 

TRAPPING DRAINS. 

A reply was received from Government re- 

lative to trapping the inlets to the storm-water 


. drains, 


The PrestpENtT—This paper, as you know, 
states that the Governor has decided to post- 
pone this agers yep the one of oe sani- 

expert who is expec rom home can 
be abtained. as it is quite ible that he may 
recommiend some radi alteration in the 
present system, by which fonl waters and 
storm-waters are conducted to the sewers and 
storm-water drains respectively. 

a 

spondence Live pth o 
buildings was laid on the table. 
In & letter, dated 19th June, to the Govern- 
ment, ‘Dr.’ Clark mentioned that he had received 
e plan showing two new d 
of which had one living room of a 


of S3ft. 


Sin. ‘and “of @ width of 19ft. He had endorsed 


welling-houses, each 
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lan (o the effect that, in his opinion, the 
ge when erected, would be unfit for 
human habitation. It seemed more desirable, 
however, that the law should not permit the 
erection of such uninhabitable buildings, and it 
was not at all certain that the magistrate, who 
alone could decide the question of habitability, 
would be prepared to crndemn a new building 
erected in accordance with all the existing 
sanitary and building laws of the colony. 

The racommendations of the Sanitary Im- 
provements Committee, whose report was 
submitted at a meeting of the Board on the 
Iltb ult. and has already been published in full, 
are to the following effect in relation to the 
depth of buildings :— : 

“1. That the Government be advised to 
enact: That every domestic building horeafter 
erected of a greater depth than forty feet (as 
measured in accordance with sub-section E of 
section 56 of the Pablic Health Ordinance of 
1900), shall ba provided hy the owner with a 
glazed skylight in the roof of a total area of 
not leas than 1/2%th of the total floor area of 
such domestic Unilding, and every upper floor 
shall be provided with a well-hole corresponding 
in position aud area to such skylight. 

‘Provided that no sach provision shall be 
required in the case of domastic buildings which 
are, in the opinion of the Sanitary Board, 
adeqaately lit by means of windows openin 
into a side street or other open space of a widt 
of not less than 15ft, in addition to being lit 
from the front.” 

The following minutes were appended :— 

Dr. Atkiuson: “It remains tor the Board, I 
presume, to consider if they agree to ado; +t the 
report of the Sanitary Improvements Committee. 
Personally I am doubtful re their recommenda. 
tion as to “skylight.” Is it possible to con- 
struct thesa so that they do not leak? A damp 
condition of a house would be detrimental, and 
itis not much light you would get from one in 
weather like this. What would be the cost of 
constructing such a skylight with a space right 
down below it?” 

Dr. Clark: ‘The recommendations of the 
Sanitary Improvements Committee have already 
been adopted by the Board, who should therefore 
refer tha Clovernment to those recommends. 
tions.” 

Mr. May: “ What we are asked to do is ap- 
parently to suggest how the width of a atreot 
should be measured. We made a recommenda- 
tion aboat this recently in connection with the 
height of dwellings and verandahs.” 

Dr. CuarK -I don't sea how the B ard can 
do any better thau to refer the Government to 
the recommendations of the Sanitary Improve- 
ments Committee. I move that the Board beg 
to refer the Government to the report of the 
Committee, and that the Government be in. 
formed that the Board is still of the opinion 
that the measures they recommended will meet 
the case. 

Mr. OSBORNE seconded, and the motion was 
carried unanimously, 


STATEMENT FURNISHED TO MR. OSBORNE. 

The statement furnished in reply to Mr. 
Osborne's question relative to additional markets, 
latrines and urinals was laid on the table. 

Mr. Osborne minuted: “This is not what J 
asked for, but only a restume.” 

The PRESIDENT — The minute by Mr. 
Osborne, I understand, refers to the cord -nsed 
statement which was laid on the table at last 
meeting. I may say, in connection with that 
statement, that Mr. Osborne in his question 
asks for the production of a statement 
showing what recommendations the Board 
and its officers have made during the past 
ten years in respect of markets, latrines, 
and urinals, The recommendations, I take 
it, are those made to Gorernment, becanss, 
of course, the recommendations the Board has 
made are to Government, and I would just say 
that no officer of this Board is authurised to 
make any recommendation whatever to Gov- 
ernment. Therefore, in this statement none of 
those recommendations--or sa 
might more pro term 
=e dP The : rie id oflcurs of the Deer ore 
included if they have received endorsement by 
the Board. ; 
- Mr. 
statement 


— I ask whether that 
ope aeons 


oe te eer’ fe the Cxmael tepeees 
mi ately resummseted 6 t, 


er 
% 
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when the re rt has been sdopted and merely 
decwgcaear : 


The Parsipent—In one or two cases the 
Board, in forwarding s report to the: Govern- 
ment, has made specific me eee of some item 
contained in such report. In a osse like that, 
where the Board makes specific allusion to any 
item, it is included here; otherwise it is not, 

Mr. Ospornz—Do I understand that Mr. 
Ladds’s frequent recommendstions are not 
included there—those recommendations not 
specifically mentioned by the Board, where the 
wholo report has been merely adopted P 

The Petstpest—They are not included hero 
uuloss the Board made some specific mention of 
them in porenling the report ts Government. 

Mr. Mar—I think it would be as well to 
point out that till this year no aonual report" 
was critically examined: by the Board. is 
year, on Mr. Osborne's recommendation, s sub- 
committee was formed to go through them, and 
they found that some of the recommendations 
contained in the reports would not hold water. 

The discussion then dropped. 

CLOSING OF A WELL. 

Correspondence was laid on the table relative 
to the cloriny of tho well at the back of the 
market at Hanghom. 

COMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCE FOR A WIDOW. 

It was intimated that H. E. the Governor 
had approved tho recommendation of the Board 
ofa comperdonste allowance of 300 to Mrs. 
Cruz, whose husband was » foreman -in the 
Sanitary Department, and who, with his four 
children, died of plague. 

SANITARY WORKS AND THE 1902 estimates. 

A reply from Government was laid on the 
table relative to the provision for ocortain 
sanitary works in the 19.2 Eaetimates. 

The reply stated that, with regard to the 
market for Kowloon Point, a vote had al- 
ready been taken for the preliminary expendi. 
turo on account of this work, and a farther 
sum would be inserted in the Estimates for 
next year, As regards B (ten urinals) and © 
(four latrines), provision would be made in the 
192 Estimates. As to D refuse-dlestractor), 
the report in this matter would reach the Board 
in due courso. E (qnarters for the sanitary 
inspectors) would have to be farther rezorted 
on. (a large open shed for the rale of cooked 
Chines food) was still noder consideration, and 
the Board is requested to give particulars as i 
size without further delay. . 

Dr. Clark minuted : “ With reference to F, 
the size, as to which tho Government asks for 
information, depends outirely on the amount 
of space available, Will the Hon. D. P. W. aay 
what land is available fur the purpos> ?" 

The Prestpent—There is absolutely no 
apaco arailable, as it is all monopolined by the 
market. I pro that a reply ss that effect 
be sent to the Government. 

Dr. CLARK seconded, and the proposal was 
agreed to unanimously. . 


ERECTION OF A LATRINR. 
A letter fron the Director of Pablic Works 


noityieg the erection of a Jstrine at Yaumati 
was laid on the table. 


MB. OSBORNE ON THE MEMORANDUM TO 
THE PETITION, 

The following remarks by Mr. Osborne on 
the Memorandum to the Petition, dated 25th 
June, were laid on the table, with the covering 
lettor from Mr. Usborne and th» reply from the 
Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, OMG, Colonial 
Secretary <— HW Z 

‘ Horgkong, 14th August, 1901. 

Sin,—I have the honour to direct your atten- 
tion to the fact that in the * Memorandam on 
Petition, dated 23th June, 1901,” the follow! 
passige having reference to the Sanitar, Board 
eccars :— 


“ The statement in par. 5 that it is not in. 
any way responsible for the overcrowded 
insanitary condition of Hongkong. . . . 
not correct.” ; 
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Petition was drafted go carelessly as to seriously 
misrepresent facts. 

Considering the high position which the 
authors of the Memorandum hold in the 


Government service, the authorities at home 
after reading it could hardly come to any other 


conclusion than that the Petitioners were 
mistaken and that their representations were 
based upon want of knowledge, and as the 
Memorandum itself contains statements which 
in my opinion are calculated to mislead, 
in justice to the Sanitary Board I beg to 
ask His Excellency the Governor's perusal of 
the enclosed statement as well as of the 
Returns concerning additional markets, latrines 
and urinals, which at my request was submitted 
to the Sanitary Board on 7th August last 

I have also the honour to ask that the same 
publicity may be given to both as has been 

. given to the Memorandum on Petition. 

The Extracts and other particulars which I 
have given were obtained from the Secretary of 
the Sanitary Board with the sanction of its 
President. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
EpwarpD OSBORNE, 
Member of the Sanitary Board. 
The Hon. J. H. Stewart LockHart, C.M.G., 
Colonial Secretary, 
Hongkong. 


MEMORANDUM—PAR. 4+. 

It was Mr. Chadwick who first suggested 
the separate system of drainage in part, and 
finally endorsed its adoption for the whole 
city. The supply of water is sufficient for the 
purposes of that system and the necessary fiush- 
ing tanks have been provided. 

REMARES. 

Mr. Osbert Chadwick in his Report dated 
1882 wrote: “Artificial flushing should therefore 
be provided. It will not be necessary to use 
water from the waterworks for this purpose. 
The perennial flow of the nullahs will in most 
cases suffice.’’ 

On May 30th, 1901, it was resolved “ That the 
Board recommend the Government to utilise 
all the fresh water which now runs to waste in 
the trained and untrained nulluhs of the City 
by building dams and formink tanks for the 
sewers and storm-water drains.” 

This resolution was seconded by tho 
Acting Director of Public Works, one of the 
signatories of the Memorandum, and carried 
unanimously. 

That the necessary number of flushing tanks 
have not-been provided is evidenced by the foul 
smells emanating from the sewers on the lower 
levels. 

MEMORANDUM—PAR. 4, 

Dr. Clark agreed to the restriction as to the 
height of buildings mado to apply only to 
houses erected on land sold after the passing 
of the Ordinance (34 of 1899). 

REMARKS. 

At the meeting of the Sanitary Board held 
on September 14th, 1899, it was resolved :— 

“That a letter be written to the Government 
to the effect that the Board advocated the 
reduction in the height of buildings, on the 
ground that the best preventive of plague is 


the admission of light and air into dwellings, 


but they are unable to prove by statistics 
that the inclusion of Section 6 (a) will offeo- 
tually check the spread of the disease. To 
avoid any further delay, however, the Board 
in these circumstances are prepared to acquiesce 
in an amendment of Sec. 6 (a) to read as 
follows:—‘No building erected on land acquired 
from the Crown after the ing of this 
Ordinance shall exceed in height one and a 
half times the width of the street upon which 
ch building fronts.’ ” 
ts—clear from the above that the Board 
were forced into acquiescence in order to avoid 
further.delay in the matter; the Board's original 
recommendation having been made in June, 1898. 
MEMORANDUM—PAB. 6. ; 
The statement quoted in par. 9, that Mr. 
Chadwick had recommended that the ground 
surfaces ofjall dwellings should be concreted and 
that such concreting was not required till 1894, 


is inacourate. 


___* REMARKS. 
Par. 171 of Mr. Chadwick's report: “Earthen 


floors should be prohibited. All should at least 
be paved with tiles, bedded in concrete.” Until 
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1894 the law allowed floors to be covered with 
tiles laid on earth, the concreting being appar- 
ently optional. 

MEMORANDUM—PAR. 6. : 

In 1894 the financial condition of the Colony 
appeared to the Unofficial Members to be in 
such an unsatisfactory state that they asked 
for and obtained a Committee with a view to 
effecting retrenchments. It is difficult, there- 
fore, to see how an Improvement Fund could 
have been created except by a further loan or 
by increased taxation. 

REMARKS. 

The Sanitary Board did not ask for an Im- 
provement Fund till lst March, 1900, when the 
finances of the Colony were in a flourishing 
condition. One of the signatories of the 
Memorandum was himself a prime mover in 
this question of a Trast Fund. : 


MEMORANDUM - PAX. 7. 

“With regard to par. 19, it may be noted 
that there was no necessity to offer a premium 
for the best design of Chinese house, because 
several designs have been gratuitously offered.” 

REMARKS. 

So far as the Members of the Sanitary Board 
and the public are aware, these gratuitous 
designs were not offered until ninéteen months 
after the Board had recommended the offer of 
a premiam. The recommendation was made 
26th October, 1899, and Mr. Turners design 
was submitted to the Board on 30th May, 1901. 


MEMORANDUM—PAR. 8. 


were made by an individual member of the 
Sanitary Board and on investigation were 
found, as far as any actual nuisance was con- 
cerned, to be exaggerated. 

REMARKS. 

The hawking nuisance was reported on by 
Messrs. McKie and Osborne, the Quarterly | 
Inspection Committee, in their report dated 
20th December, 1900, and their remarks were 
supported by a majority of the Board. 

MEMORANDUM—PAR, 9. 

“ And the only remedy (referring to the foul- 
ing of the drains) appears to be . . . . the 
more effective control of the hawxing of vege- 
tables, sugar cane and fruit in the streets.” 

REMARKS. 

In par. 8 of the Memorandum it is stated 
that the complaints as to hawking in the 
strests, on investigation, were found, as far as 
any actual nuisance was concerned, to be 
exaggerated. 

MEMORANDUM—PAR. 10. 

Regarding the latrino at Shok Tong-tsui, it 
was not an entirely new latrine . . that 
was recommended at the end of 1896, but an 
enlargement of the already existing latrine at 
that spot. 

REMARKS. 

Extract from the minutes ofa meeting the 
Sanitary Board held on November 5th, 1896 :— 

“That a letter be addressed to the Colonial 
Secretary requesting that a latrine of twenty 
seats be erected at as early a date as practicable, 
in the immediate vicinity of the existing dilapi- 
dated structure adjoining the site of the old 
Slanghter- House.” 

It was therefore an entirely new litrine which 
was asked for. 

MEMORANDUM—PAR. 10. 

The Sanitary Board asked the Government 
in December, 1896, to put up a lIstrine at this 
spot (Kowloon Point) and in January, 1897, 
addressed the arf and Godown Company 
on the subject of providing increased latrine 
accommodation for their employees. The 
question of seorre . WAbhitaeday ear ditt 

med pending the ing of the n- 
fase teed ae uch aber g of the 
Ordinance the Sanitary Board has not made any 
formal application under the Ordinance for a 
site in this locality to be set aside for a latrine, 
perhaps because the éxistence of a privatel 
owned latrine rendered the necessity less urgen 

. REMARKS. 

The Sanitary Board decided to sddress the 
Government and the Godown Company at the 
same meeting, namely; on December 17th, 1896. 
This shows that the 
contemplate that the Wharf and Godown 
Company's latrine should be used by the large 
number of coolies travelling by the Ferry, now 
amounting to over 10,000 per day, nor for the 
growing Chinese population of Kowloon Point. 


The complaints referred to (vis. hawking) ; that under Ordinance No. 9 of 


Sanitary Board did -not } period. I argued 
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MEMORANDUM, .10. 
“ As to the want of a accommodation 


referred to in par. 12, stepd have been tiken 
this year to further increase the accommoda- 


tion.’ 
REMAREB. 

The further increase cannot be said to have 
come too soon, as there-are only four one-man 
urinals in tho City, for a male population of - 
abont 14,000, 

MEMORAX DUM—PAR, 13. 

It is worth noting that from the 6th May, 
1899, up to the 9th August, 1900, no fewer than 
31 houses have been cloasd either in whole or 
in part as unfit for human habitation at the 
instanc) of the Medical Officer of Health 
under the powers referred to, but that that 
officer had not previously taken any action in 
this direction till reminded of these powers by — 
H.E. the Governor. : ; 


> 


REMARKS. 
The mioutes of the Sanitary Board show that 
the Medical Officer of Health reported houses to 
the Sanitary Board as unfit for human habita- 
tion on the following dates:—27th February, 
1896, 10th Eeptember, 1896. 30th September, 
1897, 10th Maroh, 1898, 3rd November, 1898, 
2nd March, 1899. I learn, moreover, that during 
the year 1900, 4,149 nuisance notices were , 
served by the Board, in respect to insanitary 
properties. 
MEMORANDUM PAB.. 14, 
“ Nevertheless we deem it right to -point out 
{se7, Section 14, 
Dr. Ayres had very considerable powers which 
we oaunol find any record of his having ever 
utilised.” 3 


REMARKS. 

In the annual report for 1881 of the Colonial 
Surgeon will be found records of proeequtions 
in respect of the insanitary condition f pre- 
mises, showing 252 prosecutions and 
convictions. e Report for 1852 shows 162 
prorecutions and 142 convictions. 

MEMOBANDUM—PAR. 16. 

In spite of the many workers and of tho 
most drastic remedies, the epidemic, though 
undoubtedly confined within narrow limits, 
was not got under one day sooner than it caased 
of ita own accord in the neighlouring City of 


Canton. 
REMARKS. 

Neither the Government nor the Sanitary 
Board nor the anthors of the Memorandum 
could possibly have had any reliable particulars 
from Canton concerning plague, the only 
alleged sourco of information being the coffin 
shops. To be able to confine an epidemic of 

lague withio any limits at all supports Dr. 

owson's statement quoted in par. 16 of the 
Memorandam. ~ 


MEMORADUM—PAR. 16. 

KR -gardiog the alleged insufficiency of Sani- 
tary Staff, it was in consequence of a recom- 
mendation made in 1899 by a Select Committee 
of the Sanitary Board based upon a report by 
Dr. Clark himsslf that the namber of Inspe tors 
was fixed at 20. 

Mr. Osborne, a member of the Sanitary B ard 
then and now, must have been also sat! that 
an Inspector's visit at least once in two months 
to each floor of his district was reasonably 
sufficient. 

REMARKS. 


Extract from Mr. Osborne's h at the 
Sanitary Board meeting held on th Beptem- 
ber, 1899 :-— "8 

“From the figures given me by the Medical 
Officer of health it Would appear that there are 
about 2,000 floors in each dis'rict and these 
floors are supposed to be visited once every 
two months—taking into account the number 
of floors to be visited and the time at the disposal 
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too bia ‘and therefore I agree with the 
a 


report. 

Copy of Mr. Osborne's minute dated 29.h 
August, 1899, on Report referred {o in the 
Memorandum. “According to Medical Officer 
of Health there are roughly 2,000 floors in each 
district and these floors are supposed to be 
visited during th> afternoon once every two 
months. 

“The Inspector's afternoon consists of two 
hours (2 to 4 p.m.) and his working éays num- 
ber 252, as follows :— 


Daye im year ........ cee eee sere OOD 
Deduct 52 Sundays 
»  o2 Satureye} saedenretlereae 118 
9 Holidays — 
: 252 
252 by 2-504 hours, 2,000 floors visited 6 times 


a year—=12,000; visita, occupying 504 hours gives 
less than 24 minutes per visit. The figures 
need no comment. I consider each floor should 


be visited once a month, and that 15 minutes is 


not too much to allow to each visit. This would 
keep three Inspectors constantly employed all 


day thus. 

Mr. Ossorng—I don't propose to say any- 
thing on this subject, because my only object 
in writing the memorandum was to elucidate 
the truth to some extent, in the hope that the 
commissioner, if he ever arrives, will give the 
same attention to that memorandum and to the 
reply to it. as has been given to the other 
papers. With regard to the Principal Civil 
Medical Officer's remarks, I did not say I was 
forced into signing it. What I say is this: In 
nearly all the discussions at this Board, in public 
or in private, I certainly—and I believe all the 
other fhembers of the Board—have been in- 
fluenced to a very great oxtent by. the position 
which the Government was to take up in re- 
gard to the recommendation of the Board. 
It was on these lihes and for that reason I 
signed that report. I signed it and agreed that 
the number of inspectors, should be fixed at 
twenty, because I felt sure that if we asked what 
we really wanted wa would get none at all. 

The Prestpent—As to the Government 
simply ignoring the recommendations of the 
Board, I would just point out that it is very 
easy to give advice, but it is oa difficalt 
thing sometimes to carry that advice out. We 
all know how ready the doctors are to order a 
man to Japan for the bonefit of his health, but 
the man himself does not quite see how he is 
going to doit. The Bvard, of course, has been 
very ready with recommendations of all sorts, 
and the difficulty has been to‘ find the means 
to carry out these recommendations. The state- 
ment that has been prepared with regard to 
the petition, I think, shows amply that all 
the funds available are a gn upon works, 
a great many of them of a sanitary nature. 
I propose to lay on the table some comments 
on Mr. Osborne's statements in the paper 
which is before us. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
17th August, 1901. 
S81z,—In reply to your letter of 14th instant, 
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor 
to inform you that your observations oi the 
Memorandum concerning the Sanitary Con- 
dition of Hongkong should have been ad- 
dreased the Sanitary Board, who will no doubt 
through their Secretary bring under the notice 
of the Government any statements to which 
the Board may take exception. 

2.—Should any statements have appeared in 
the cor ndence referring to you individu- 
ally, His Excellency will be prepared to con- 
sider and inquire into any representation 
which you may wish to make in the matter. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
__, Your obedient servant, 
(Sd.) J. H. Stewart Lock HAs, 
Colonial Secretasy, 


E. Oseokne, Eaq. 
The following statement of comments, signed 
by the President and Mr. May, was then laid on 
e table:— P 
. COMMENT ON COVERING LETTER. 
(1) ‘The inference drawn does not fogically 
flow from the ises... The true inference 
tthe Board is in s measure 
responsible, nataely, in so far as it bas been 
entrasted with the exercise of certain powers. 
(2) The Petition does-misrepresent Kaots, C.J.» 


- pecond 


wkea it states that “for nineteen years the 
condition of Hongkong has remained practically 
as insanitary as when Mr. Chadwick came and 
reported on it (Par. 7), and asse that so 
far as anything praciically resulting, the 
Sanitary Commission of 1881 might never have 


-been appointed.” 


(‘nitialed) W.C. and F.8.M. 

COMMENTS ON MR. OSBORNE'S REMARKS. 

Tar. 4—The plans for the sewerage of the 
City drawn by Mr. Cooper were submitted to 
and approved of by Mr. Chadwick. ‘Those 
plans provided for flushing tanks. If they were 
not adequate, it is inconceivable that Mr. Uhad- 
wick would have approved them. Whether or 
not subsequent experience has shown that 
additional finshing tanks are necessary is nihil 
ad rem. 

Par. 4.—One of the statements in tho Peti- 
tion to which exception was taken in the Me- 
morandum is that “Ordinance 34 of 1890 was 
enacted in an emasculated form, the more dras- 
tic remedies recommended by the Sanitary Board 
with a view to the betterment of the sanitary 
condition of the colony having been deleted 
therefrom.” 

That is hardly an accurate description of what 
really occurred. 

The Bill was referred to the Board, and the 
Board “ acquiesced " in certain modifications. 

Par. 6.—The statement in the Petition was 
that concreting of floors was not required till 
1894. ‘The remark now made practically admit: 
that concreting was provided for. 

Par. 6—In the first place the complaint in 
the Petition is that Mr. Chadwick's (and not 
the Board's) recommondation for an improve- 
ment fund has not been carried out. 

In the second 
attempt to show that even in 1910 was the 
Government in a financial pesition to undow 


such 6 fund. 


Par. 7—-The remark does not disprove the 
accuracy of the statement in the Memorandum. 

Par. 83—The report that it was thought, 
from the wording of the paragraph, was 
particularly referred to was one from Major 
Brown, R.A.M.C., which was forwarded to 
Government by the Board-and found to bo 
exaggerated. iz 

Par. 9—It ix not claimed in the Memor- 
andum that uuisances caused by hawkers do 
not exist. ‘ 

Par. JO—Novertheless, the inference to be 
drawn from the statement in the Petition is 
that no latrine previously existed on the xpot. 

Par. 10-—In the Memorandum ito is not 
stated that.the Board did so contemplate. 

An explanation of-the—Board’s not_ 
application for u latrine at the spot is merely 
hazarded. ; 

Par. 10—That is so. 

Par. 23—It is not a question of what houses 
were reported as unfit for humau_ habitation, 
but of what action was taken on the reports. 

The records at the Magistracy show that, 
with the exception of one single ground floor 
closed in 1898, uo premises were closed by order 
of the Magistrate till May, 1899. 

‘that 4,149 nuisance notices in respect of 
insanitary properties were served is not in any 
sense pertinent to the question. 

Par. 14—What is stated in the Memorandum 
is the fact. 

The prosecutions refe 
were instituted under 
for nuisances, and not 
the insani condition aimed at in Ordinances 
9 of 1867 and 7 of 1883, and the fines inflicted, 
as the records at the Magistracy will show, 
varied from 10 cents to a few dollars. 

Par. 16—One of the signatories of the 
Memorandum visited Canton with Dr. Lowson 
when the plague had ceased here in 1894, for 
the express pur of ascertaining whether 
the plague had ceased there. A visit to the 
City and the Csnton Plague Hospit.! showed 
that it had. 

Par. 16—The fact remains that Mr. Osborne 
signed the report of the Select Committee 
appointed to consider the adequacy of the 
Sanitary Staff. 

The signatories of that report (Dr. Atkinson, 
Dr. Clark, and Mr. Osborne) stated: “ We also 
recommend the sppointment of three widitional 
fret class ins; , and two additional 

class inspectors of nuisances, whose 
services will be mainly employed in connection 


to by Mr. Osborne 
rdinance 14 of 1845 
for overcrowding and 
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one or two for the purpose. 
\ 


lace the writer does not. | 


| 
| 


making | wholesale ex 


with overcrowding, house-drainage and food 
adulterations.” 

In spite of Mr. Osborne's elaborate calcula- 
tions, there is not a word in the. rt abont 
any extra inspectors for ordinary daily inspec- 
tion duty. 

(Signed) W. CHATHAM. . 
: »  F. H. Mayr. 
RATS AND INFECTION. 

The results of interesting experiments by Dr. 
Clark with the virus confuyieux of Professor 
Tanyas were laid on the table. They were in 
the form of a report, and dealt with experiments 
which had beon made on healthy rats fed with 
the virus. The report concluded :—“It will 
be seen that tho period which may elapse 
between the da‘e of infection varies from two 
days to twelve or thirteen days, and that not 
infrequently healthy rats will not touch the 
(lead bodies of the infected ones. 

* The Preece is to feed healthy rats on the 
virus and then to let them loose again, in the 
hope that they will dic of the infection and that 
then other rats will feed on their dead bodies 
and will thas bacome themselves infected. 

“The objections to the proposal are that 
the rats may die in private Feelings and thus 
create a nuisance, and in cny case no check cau 
be kept upon the experiment after once the rats 
are set free. ° . ; 

“Tam not therefore inclined to recommend 
the adoption of the proposal by the Government 
on any extensive scale, but if any owners of 
godown property desire to experiment \in the 
matter, I have now a sufficient number of 
infected rats to be able to sapply thei with 


“Tt ig very doubtful if rats can infect humsn 
beings in any way, as long as they are kept out 
of the dwelling-houses, and I think that ‘the 
efforts both of the Government and of the house- 
holders would be besf directed to securing this 
end by keeping all drains and drain-fittings in 

erfect oruer, maintaining an impervious cover- 
ing to all earth surfaces within the dwellings 
by the removal (as fur as may be possible) of all 
ceilings, wooden akirting-boards and lath-and- 
plaster partitions, and y Svolaine the accu- 
mulation of garbage within or in the neigh- 
bourhood of the dwellings.” , 

The Prosident: © Please circulate. Person- 
ally 1 am not in favour of experiments of this 
nature, unless under thorough control, until 
their success has been fully demonstrated.” 

Dr. Atkinson minnted: ‘ The experience of 
Dr. Arthar Kransz does not lead him to the 
conclusion that has been drawn by Danysz, that 
the bacillus can be used ag a means for the 
mination of rats. Were any 
symptoms of Danysa’s diseaso seen in the dead 
rats?” 

Mr. Brewin: “ Where are these experiments 
being conducted ?” 

ALLEGED OVERCROWDING, 

The report of the Quarterly Inspecting Com- 
mittee for the second quarter of 1901 aving 
been forwarded to Government, a minute was 
attached by the Colonial Secretary suggesting 
that Dr. Clark should be asked to report what 
steps had been taken to deal with the matters 
therein referred to, including the alleged over- 
crowding in Sheung Fung Lane. 

Dr. Clark replied as follows :— 

“B. There is no power to prevent the ob- 
struction of private streets by prerchandise. 

“C. A summons has been applied for egainst 
the baker for allowing his men to sloep ina 
room in which food is stored. 

“E. The chimney has been repaired and the 
hole in the wall closed. 

“K. I attach a return showing that the 
houses in this lane can legally accommodate 
314 persons, and that 312} were actually found 
sleeping there. Some of the. houses were 
slight] overcrowded and notices were served, 
with the result shown in the last column of the 
return.” 


The following minutes were appended :— 

Dr. Atkinson: “ This return demonstrates ~ 
that on the 13th July last there were 184 per- 
sons ocoupying room for.14¥. In other words, 
there was 23 per cent. overcrowding.” 2 

Dr. Clark: “That is sd, taking only the ~~ 
floors which hed occupants in excess of the . 
e.7 number. 

r. Osponuu—May I ask what ins 

visited Sheung Fan. Lane—whether it was 
the inspector of the district or someone ele? 


; 164 ae 
‘ "Dr. OuaRx—The prosecuting inspector— 

* - not.the inspector of the district. e 
. The papers wore laid on the table. 
FOUNDLINGS DYING IN THE CONVENTS. 
A reply from Bishop Piazroli was laid on 
the table relative to the Board’s recommenda- 
tion as to the removal of tho bodies of children 
a dying in the convents within one month of 
| mission for post-mortem examination. The 
ed reply stated that the recommendation was too 

wide, and that Bishop Piazzoli was unable to 
assent to it. 
. Atkinson: “Will the Registrar. 
General please state who signs or certifies as to 
the’ cause of death of the foundlings at the 
French Convent ? ” 
wy The Presipent— With respect tothat uery, 
one of the Sisters signs the books brought u 
every day from the French Convent wit 
particulars of deaths. . 

Dr. CLARK—I think we ought to adhere 
to our previous decision that the bodies of 
Chinese infants particularly who die in the 
French and Italian Convents should be medi- 
cally examined. I think we ought to send 
an inspector every day with instructions to 
remove such infants as have died for a post. 
mortem examination, asd arrangements conld 
be made afterwards for their proper interment. 
I move that the Government be asked to insist 
that the bodies of Chinese foundling infants be 

_ removed from the Convents by officers of the 
Sanitary Board and taken to the public mor- 
tuary for medical examination, unless the cause 
of death is certified in each case by a registered 
practitioner, in accordance with the terms of 
the Ordinance. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC. LATRINES. 

The plang of two publio latrines were sub- 
mitted—one of 46 seats on the west sido of 
Gillies Avenue, Hung Hom, and the other of 
4) sea{s at tho intersection of Market and 
Kennedy Streets, Yaumati. 

The plans were approved. 

URINALS. 

Correspondence was laid on the table relative 
to the erection of: two urinals—one near the 
Canton and Macao Steamboat Whaif, and one 
near the old Nam Pak Hong Pier. 

LIMEWASHING RETURN. 

The limewashing return for the fortnight 
ended 19th August was laid on the table. 

DR. PEARSE AND SUMMARY PROSECUTIONS. 

: The following minute by Dr. Clark was read: 
| “T have the honour to request that Dr. W. W. 
Pearse should be deputed by the Board to 
institute summary proceedings before a magis- 
trate against any person contravening the pro- 
visions of the Public Health Ordinance of 1901, 
or of any bye-laws made thereunder, as provided 
for in Sections 27 and 91 of the said Ordinance.” 
| Dr. Atkinson minuted : “I approve.” 
. Tha Presmpent—With regard to this mat- 
ter, will it be in order to recommend it before 
Dr. Pearse’s appeintment is gazetted ? 

Dr. Cuark—I think so. 

The PrEesipEnt, seconded by Mr. May, then 
moved accordingly, and the motion was an- 
animously carried. 

PREPARING FOR NEXT YEAR. 
Mr. Ospopnk—I should like to move that 
Government be asked to give a reply as soon as 
j possible. to the Board’s recommendations in 
regard to inserting now bye-laws as to the 
cleansing of the town which we sent up some 
time ago. It is now about a month since we 
emerged from the last plague seare, and I 

‘have no doubt we shall settle down to our 

old sweet ways for the next six months. I think 

: we should lose no time, and shbuld also ask the 
3 Government to lose no time, in giving us the 
‘ powers we ask for. If the Goverment ap- 
ae proves of our suggestion as to the limewashing 
' . of the town, we should make a start as soon as 
possible and not wait till the beginning 
of next year, when the plague re-appears. 

I move that the Neal phi ele be ras ea obtain 

roval as soou as possible of the propueed 
see bye-laws made by the Board on 11th July 
_ for the*preventing of epidemio, endemic, or oon- 
tagions disease. - 
Mr. May seconded, and the motion was 
carried. 


Lr 


PLANS. 

An application was read from Mossrs, Leigh 
& Orange, architects, for the Board’s approval 
of a plan for the rebuilding of houses on 


ate 
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Inland Lot 107. Two plans, marked A and 
B, were attached, and the Board was asked 
to select gne. 

Dr. Clark minuted : “I consider that plan B, 
which Messrs, Leigh & Orange wish to have 
approved, is the better design, and as it complies 
with the law as to the amount of open space in 
the road, I do not see how the Board can fail to 
accept it. I think, however, the Board might 
go further, and tell Messrs, L. & O. that ey 
consider it preferable to plan A; we may then 
perhaps get more houses built after this design.” 

Dr. Atkinson minuted: “What does the 
President advise? I seo that he has not 
minuted the paper. 


UNNECESSARY QUARANTINE. 

Much correspondence has passed with the 
Board in regard to the quarantining of 
vessels from Hongkong on account of plague 
and smallpox. The veto with regard to amall- 
pox has been withdrawn, bat all vessels are 
still subject to quarantine for ten days' from 
leaving this port or sinca the last case of plague. 

Dr. Atkingon minuted: “Attention should 
be drawn to the fact that there is no epidemic 
of plague now oxisting in this Colony.” 

It was agreed to send information to the 
various Consuls. 

MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

The mortality statistics for the Colony for the 

week ended 10th August were laid on the tablo. 
THE EMPLOYMENT OF RAT-CATCHEKS. 

Correspondence was laid on the table relative 
to the employment of four rat-catchers 

The four rat catchers recently employed by 
the Board commenced work on the Ist inst., but, 
owing to the scarcity of traps, very little was 
done till the 5th inst. A sufficient number has 
now been obtained, and, up till the 13th inst., 
120 rats were caught. The majority of these 
were taken alive to the Disinfecting Sta- 
tion. Inspector Reidie reporta that the dis- 
tribution of (raps among the Chinese house- 
holders is a very difficult matter, and the rat- 
catchers are meeting with a good deal of op- 
position, some of the Chinese appearing to 
think that if rats are caught in their houses 
the premises will be disinfected. He therefore 
suggested the issuing of explanatcry notices by 
the Registrar General. As a result of this 
recommendation, 200 posters and 5000 leaflets 
Were requisitioned for on the 19th inst. 

HOUSES FOR CHINESE WORKING CLASSES. 

Plans were submitted by Messrs. Leigh & 
Orange, architect, for dwellings for the Chinese 
working classes. 

Mr. Osporne—The whole point in the im- 
proved type of Chinese houses is that each 
cubicle should haye a window opening out into 
the light and air. I think we ought to recom. 
mend the Government to assist us in securing 
this improvement. 

The Presipgnt—I might mention that the 
people who propose to pu the land are 
prepared to build houses in accordance with the 
plan prepared by myself, so that if other people 

are allowed by the to substitute houses on 
a less expensive jor riage as ra ou a leas aoe 
tary job as well, the people who propone 
purchase it would be almost sure to be ousted 
in the bidding. 

Mr. Funa Wa CRUEN seconded Mr. Osborne's 
proposal, which was carried. 

This was all the business. 

—_—_—_—_——s 

A sad fatality occurred on board tho I.-C. as. 
Loksang last week, say the N.-C. Daily News 
of the 17thinst., when the steamer wasat Mororan 
taking on a cargo of coal for Shanghai. A shot 
was heard, the sound of which indicated that it 
had been fired in the second-engineer's cabin. 
On entering the cabin, the body of the second- 
engineer was seen huddled up on the floor, with 
a revolver, still smoking, in the hand. Although 
the shot had entered the forehead and gone 
right throngh the bead, the man was still living 
w 


n‘ the cabin was entered; bat was unable to | is 


F sagaiier expired in lees than a minute. From 


ie Gee 


HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMB 
- OF COMMEROR, - 
‘gee: 


At the. monthly meeting of the General 
Committee of the Hongkong General Chamber 
of Commerce, held at 3.80 pm. on Monday, 
the 12th August, 1901,—Preeent: Sir Thomas 
Jackson (Chairman), Mr. C. 8. Sharp (Vice- 
Chairman), Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, Messrs, 
A. Haupt W. Poate, R. L. Richardson, H. 
A. Ritchie, N. A. Siebs, H. E. Tomkins, Hon, 
T. H. Whitehead (ez officio), and R: 0. Wilcox 
(Secretary). 
MINUTES. 


The minntes of the previous monthly meetin 
(held 9th July, 1901), were read and confirmed, 
BANITATION OF THE COLONY. 
Ii continuation of correspondence on’ the 
above subject, read letter received 16th July 
from the Colonial Secretary enclosing copy 
ofa minute by the Medical Officer of Ho 
relating to the udling of the sick, the 
cleansing of drains and houses, and the 
inspection of slums. 
read letter from the Government on 
same subject, dated 18th July, transmitting 
a lengthy memorandum on legislations on 
/ sanitary matters. 
he 


It was unanimously decided to 
acknowledge receipt of these ddcume.te, 
latter of which has since appeared in the 
blue-book and been published in and com- 
mented on by the local Press. 

THE PROHIBITION OF CHINESE IMMIGRATION 
INTO STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 

Read letter from Colonial Secretary, dated 
3st July, informing the Uhamber that the 
Government of the Straits Settlements felt 
unable at present to remove the prohibition 
against Chinese immigration from Hongkong, 
bat such prohibition would be withdrawn 80 
soon as it could be done with safety. 

Also read letter, dated 7th August, in which 
the Colonial Secretary announced that the 
Struita Government had withdrawn the pro- 
hibition on Chinese immigration but that 
quarantine would be maintained for the present, 

Resolved to write an acknowledgement and 
tender the Chamber's thanks to His Excellency 
the Governor for his prompt and energetio 
action in this matter. 

QUARANTI:§. 

Tho Secretary reported that letters had been 
received (and acknowledged) from Government 
under date 13th and 27th July announcing 
that Karachi had been declared free from 
plague and that subsequently three new cases 
and one death had occurred there from the 
disease. Also that, on 27th July, intimation 
had been received, from the same haha that 
Swatow had been declared free from plague 
and that clean bills of health could now be 
granted to the port. ; 
THE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PASSENGERS, 

The Secretary stated that the rejoinder bj 
Mr. Ritchie to Dr. Swan's memorandum, wit 
covering letter to Colonial , together 
with certain enclosures, had been forwarded to 
the Government, but up to date no reply had 
beerf received. 

THE CHINESE INDEMNITY AND TARIVP. 

Read letter from London Chamber of Com- 
merce, dated 28th June, acknow: receipt 
of Chamber's letter of Srd May on above 
subject and transmitting copy of the reply 
the Foreign Office to samo, stating that His 
Majesty's Government fally realise the impor- 
tance of the considerations heoag ¢ forward by 
the Hongkeng and Shanghai Chambers of 
Commeroce. 


THE DUTY. ON OPIUM. 
In reference to the 


a 


(Addit 86) 1001,” 
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“To this the-subjoined reply was received the 

‘ following ecnine _ 
“ Bir Thomas Jackson, Chairman, 
* “Chamber, Hongkong. = 
“Your telegram of Augast 7th. No: 
noné is contemiplated. Satow.” 

The wecretary stated that the result of the 
inquiry was communicated to all the mombers 
of the Chamber concerned in the opiam trade. 

Decided, when acknowledging receipt of the 
telegram, to convey the t of the Chamber 
to Sir Ernest Satow for his ready response to 
the inquiry. 

- THE DIFFICULIY OF PROCURING BALLAST. 


? Road let ter from the Government, dated 30th 


Jaly, in re ply to the Chamber's letter of the 
12th idem on the above subject, stating that 
H. E. the Governor regretted'to hear of the 
delay in the issue of permits and: had given 
instructions which it was hoped would 
obviate such delay in the future. The 
uestion of quarrying in order to obtain stone 
for ballast was thon engaging the attention of 
the Government. 
REGISTRATION OF CHINESE PARTNERSHIPS. 
Read letter from Singapore Chamber of 
Commerce stating that as this quest:on— 
now befors the Penang Chamber—is likely 
soon to come up at Singapore, they would be 
glad of all the information this Chamber can 
afford them on the matter. 

The CHarnM iN said he thouht it would be 
better t> defer any attompt to give information 
until the Report of the Committed now sittin 
to inquire into this subject has been Seated. 
He himself recently gave evidence before the 
Committze, and from what he heard he thought 
i¢ wag pretty certain that the Report would be 
adverse to the proposal, He had waded through 
a huge pile of correspondenca, &5, on the sub- 
ject, and the impression derived from their 
perusal was that registration would prove 
impracticable in Hongkong. Of course in the 
Straits Settlements the circumstances wery 
considerably modified, but he understood that 
there was a good deal of opposition to the 
measure there. 

After-some conversation, 

It was decided to write an acknowledgement 
and inform the Singapore Chamber of the 
circumstances, promising to forward particulars 
when the Report of the Registration Com- 
mittee now sitting is published. 

CABLS COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 
BRITISH COUNTRIES. 

Read letter from the Ottawa Board of Trade, 
dated 20th June, submitting appendices, and 
urging promotion of the movement to secure 
the cheapest and speediest and most effective 
means of intercourse between all parts of the 
‘British Empira by means of State owned 
oo cables under the control of the Post 

02. 

It was resolved to publish this letter, which 
was regarded as of great public importance. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR ABOLITION OF LEKIN AND 

ADOPTION OF INDIAN SYSTEM FOR LEVY 
OF DUTY ON SALT INTO CHINA. 
Read letter from Mr. G. Jamieson, enclosing 
ies of his memorandums on the above 
snbjects. + 
he CHAIRMAN said he thought these momo- 
rands were of the greatest interest/and impor- 
tance. They had been laid bafore several public 
bodies, and would receive consideration. He 
was particularly strack by the remarks on the 
collection of salt in India. It was-evident that 
an enormous revenues on this article might bo 
collected in China. 
-This was all the business of 


public interes! 
before the meeting. : 


Tho following is the letter referred to under 
tho h.ading. of Cable Communication batween 
British Countries :— 

Tho Board of Trade of the che of Ottawa, 
. - Ottawa, Canada, 20th June, 19U1. 

Sre,—On behalf of the Ottawa Board of Trade, 
the President and Council have the honour to 
submit tho following remarks, together with 
the appendices hereto, on the movement to 
secure the cheapest, the speediest, the freest, 
-and the most effective moans of intercourse 
between all the King’s subjects throughout His 
vastempirs. —_- Secu 

*. Representing trade and commerce in the 
Capital of Canads, the Ottawa Board of Trade 
feels it-a publio:daty incumbent on them to 
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take this means of expressing the conviction 
they have reached that all the British possessions 
throughout the world should be directly con- 
nected by State-owned telegraph cables under 
the control of the Post Office. 

Such a scheme is regarded by the members of 
the Board as an effective means of fostering 
trade and stimulating commercial activity, at 
the same time constitutin ¢ a bond of Imperial 
unity of inestimable value. 

The proposal requires not only that the con- 
necting trans-marine cables should be under 
Government control, but likewise that the land 
telegraphs of the several British possessions | 
should be State-owned. The land tolegraphs | 
of the United Kingdom, New “Zealand, the 
Australian States, India and South Africa, are | 
already nationalised and administered by the | 
Post Office, Canada is the only exception; but ' 
the transfer of the Canadian Telegraph lines | 
to the Post Office, together with the layiug ; 
of a State-owned cable across the Atantlic. is, ' 
we are informed, under the consideration of the | 
Government, and it may be as-umed that | 
Canada will not long remain the only country ' 
within the Empire where the telegraph system 
is not, in the pubic ioterests, controlled i the | 
Btate. 

More than a year ago the scheme of world- 
encircling telegraphs was earnestly considered 
by this Board, and resolutions were then passed 
palatine ont the nee for establishing the 

acific Cable as the initial link in such a aystem 
of « tate-owned Cables. 

It is a matter of great gratification to (he 
Board to: know that the Pacific Cable is now 
being established, under a joint sagresament 
between the Home Government and the Gor- 
ernments of Canada, New South Wales, Victoria, | 
Queensland, and New Zesland, and thut there is l 
evory prospect of Canada being connected with 
the United Kingdom at an early date by a 
State-owned Trans-Atlantic Cable. With these 
works completed and the Canadian land lines 
nationalised, the waoole distanco from England 
to the shores of the Indian Ocean, aay at Perth, 
the capital of Western Australia, will be covered 
by a series of cables and land telegraphs 
under State control. Perth is near the 116th 
meridian east, while it is 244 degress of longi- 
tude westerly from Loadon. Reckoning by 
meridians of long tude, therefore, two-thirds of 
the globe will bo girdled by a State-owned 
telegraph service so soon as the Pacific cable 
and Canadian lines associated therewith are 
established as national works. 

The necessity for connecting India and other 
British possessions in Asia with the Impzsrial 
system of telegraphy must, however, ba ro- 
cognised. On reference to the papers apes 
it will be fonnd that the Imperial scheme of 
cables to traverso the Indian and Atlantic 
oceans between Perth and London, ombracs 
the folloning work, viz :— 

1. Cable from Western Anatralia vid 
Cocos Island and Mauritius ta South 
Africs, with branches to India and singa- 
pore—9,100 miles. . . 

2. Cable from South Africa vii Ascen- 
sion and Barbadoes to Bermud , thence to 
Canada and the United Kingdom 6,600 
tniles. 

These two sections together make 15.700 
naatio.l miles, while th» distance fom London 
to Perth by the Canadian route is about the 
same. the actual distance being a few hundrod 
miles leas. Thus it will be seen that taking 
into account branch cables to connect all the 
British pogsessions, half the whole work is 
already or will shortly be accomplished. 

Since the projected Imperia! Post Cable | 
Service was formally submitted to the Secretary | 
of State for the Colonies in 1893, certain 
telegraph companies havo been permitted to lay 

rivate cables on the sections cast and west of 
mth Africa; it may, however, be ‘assumed 
that in a matter which has been correctly dee- 
cribed as of transcendent importancs to the 
British people everywhere, osre bas bean taken, 
by those acting for the State, to reserve the 
right to expropriate thes» cables whenever in 
the public interests they may be required. 

The papers appended set forth the scheme 
in detail, and farnish ampls e 
on all essential! points. These documents 
contain the ma jodgment of Sir Sanford 
Fleming, a member of the Board, who has 
given more attention to the subject than any 


4. 


other man, qnd in whose viows:this Board 


ontirely concurs. oe ee ae 
In one of these appendices it is pointed out 
that it was largely owing to tho action and 
influence of the Chambers of Commeroe of the 
United Kingdom that the Postal Telegraph 
Service was introduced thirty yoars ago in tho 
Mother Country. Similarly we believe it to 
be in"the power of the various bodies, reprasent- 


ing Trade and Commerce through the Empire, 
te influence the universal adoption of the 
Imperial Postal Cablo Service.. It is with that 


object in view that this appeal is made. We 
respectfully and earnestly invite the aid and 
co-operation of all such bodies in bringing to 
completion “the crowning development of the 
British Post Office.” 

In the name and by the authority of the 
Board of Trado of the * ‘apital of the Dominion 
of Canada, wo as« all concerned in this Imperial 
movement to tako such action as may tend most 
speedily to nationsliso the telegraph system, by 
land and sea, of the whole Empire. 

We have the honoar to be, 
Your obedient servants, 
(Sd.) Joun Coates, 


President. 
(Sd.) Crorn BETHUKE, 
Secretary. 


To the Presipent, General Chamber of 
Commerce, Hongkong, China. 


BUILDING IN HONGKONG. 
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THE COCHRAN STREET COLLAPSE. 
Batnrday, 17th Anguat. 

The work of clearing away tho ruins and 
digging out additional victims of tho deplorable 
disaster is procoeding very slowly, far too slowly 
in fact for tho comfort and good henlth of the 
surrounding community. It seoms plain that 
there are still a number of dead -bodies under. 
neath the debris. Who is to blame for tho 
delay we do not know, but certainly not tho 
police, for they worked heroically, But thocoolics 
not on the work ara ridiculously few, and if it 
is not possible in the circumstances to impress 
us many as required, double or avon 
treble the ordinary wages ought to be paid to 
secure the necessary Isbour. Othorwiso aa 
epidemic may break out in the neighbourhoot 
of the lata disatter. Is it impoasible to’ call 
for volunteers from among the soldiers of the 

arrison ? Thirty soldidra would clear the place 
in about ten hours. Wherens, ‘as things are 
going. ill be a fortnight before the rabbish 
is cloaréd away, ond all sorts of diseascs may 
break out meanwhile. 

Only two more dead bodies wero found bo- 
tween the hours of 10 p.m. on the 15th inst, and 
6 a.m. yesterday. when the search was discon- 


tinued, the coolies being occupied in clearing 


off and carting sway tho broken timbers. 
Monday. 
When the disastrous collapso of houses took 
place in Cochrane Streot on the 14th Inat. 


the side-walla of Nos. 30 and 30, which are: 


situated on each sido of the ruined dwellings, 
were left ‘entirely unsupported, and bulged 
alarmingly ax tho work of clearing away the 
debris proceeded. Eventually operations bad 
to bo suspended to permit of the shoring 
up of thess walls, which waa done by 
A Hok, contractor, 37, D’Aguilar Btreet. 
Stretched between tho two tottering erec- 
tions were innumerable bamboos, s miniature 
forest of them; and, everything at last ap 
ing secure, work was recommenced. 
rococded, however, the wall at No. | 
baja to bulge farther and to crack, 

ou Sunday morning came down with s , 
falling outwards, spite of the bamboo 
shoring, and crashin 
Nos. 32 and 3+ ortunately such an erent 
was forescon, and due precan were taken. 
The tenants were ¢ ont, and as no 
one was working at the place where the wall 
fell the incid-nt was unattended by casaalty. 
If similar fortunate circumstances ‘could but 
attend the fall of almost all of the remalaing 
houses in Cochrane Street, and elsewhere in the 
Cy ee vas pecdoned for wishing. thet they 
ove might or wishing 

may fall soon. From one building behind the 
Stag Hotel the tenants have been cleared ont, 


and a coaple of Indians set to keep geard, the 
celberitie_antiieting its falling-in at any 
momen , 


& 


Be: 
s 


on top of the ruins of © 
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All hope of fui ther saving life in the Cochrane 
Street ruins has long ago been abandoned. Many 
bodies are believed to be still buried beneath the 
rubbish, and the smell at times is fearful. The 
fleghless skull of one victim could be seen yester- 
- dey morning lying on top of the debris. Apart 
altogether from the risk, the task of the police- 
men and firemen is anything but a pleasant one. 

House No. 36, whose side-wall co'lapsed 
as already stated, was pulled down about noon. 

ouse No. 30 ought also to be pulled down, as it 
ig certainly not safe for mn to work right 
alongside clearing away the debris of the other 
buidings. 

Two bodies were found on Saturday and 
one yesterday, making a total of 26 dead up 
till 3 p.m. yesterday. 

We were glad to note that those responsible 
for clearing away the fallen material have at 
last awakened to the necessity of haste. On 
Saturday quite a large gang of coolies, men 
and women, a releyof Sikhs, and European 
and Chinese firemen were at work, as well 
as several members of the P. W. D. ; 

If we are correctly informed, increased ac- 
tivity and the presence of dust-carts to cart away 
the rubbish is largely due to H.E. the Governor, 
who gaye orders to the P. W. D. to engage as 
many coolies as were required, and if necessary 
to pay double wages. He further ordered that 
all the men labouring in clearing away the 
ruins were to have all the refreshments they 
wanted, which were to be procured from the 
police canteen and paid fur by the Government. 
Needless to eay full advantage was taken of 
this generous concession, and the men were able 
to work all the better for it. 

A box containing $210 was excavated from 
the debris on Saturday and taken to the Central 
Station. There is said to be another box 
containing money and valuables underneath the 
rubbish, but it has not been unearthed yet. 

Tuesday. 


The work of clearing away the ruins of the ! 
late disaster is proceeding, but still slowly, a 


very small gang of Chinese coolies being at 
work, and doing as usual very little effective 
work, the Europeans doing the most. The energy 


shown by the Government on the 17th inst. | 


seems to have evaporated quickly. While on 
Saturday thera ware sufficient to progress 
quickly with tha work, on the 18th and 14th inst. 
there were barely forty coolies, men and women, 
at work during the day, and only about twenty- 
five last night. Refreshments at (Government 
expense for the workers at the ghastly job of 
unearthing corpses have also been stopped. 

Since Sunday night there huve been vine 
dead bodies recovered. bringing the total of 
dead up to thirty-four. 

Another instance of a most miraculou: esc ipe 
was shown by the unearthing of a man still alive. 
He was discovered yesterday afternoon about 
four o'clock, but the rescuers were unavle to 
extricate him at once. Food and drink were 
passed to him through an aperture, which he 
received with joy and even langhter. exhorting 
his rescuers to extricate him quickly. While 
they were attempting to do s+, some of the debris 
which was lying upon some timbers which were 
suspended above the unfortunate man aud had 
hitherto saved him from being crushed came 
down and he was again buried ont of sight. The 
rescue party went to work with a will to unearth 
once mo-e the victim, but it was quite 73) 
p.m. before they succeeded in freeing him. A 
few drinks of spirit stimulated him safficiently 
to enable him to walk to a chair, apparently 
unhurt. He was taken to the Government Civil 
Hospital. 

This last rescug only emphasizes our state- 
ment of last Saturday as t6 the need of a prompt 

“clearing sway of the fallen materials. If a 
men could live beneath the ruins sinco last 
‘Wednesday night, prompt and energetic work 
in clearing the debris might have saved many 
more lives. 

Up to date, the total recovered, dead, wounded, 
ani unhurt, amounts to 62. 

Wednesday. 


The removing of the rains at the scene of the 
Cochrane Street:-house-collapse is proceeding 
apace. Thirteen dead were ox amed on Monday 
night and one on the 20th inst., a total of 
fourteen, making a grand total of dead un- 
earthed since the accident of forty-three. 

All the debris has now been removed from the 

eontre of the stivet, thas permitting of its free 
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passage, and the heap where the collapse occur- 
red is diminish ng apprecably. No more bodies 
had been recovered since morning up to the 
time when we went to press Tuesday night. 

The man was unearthed on the 2th inst. 
whose miraculots escape from death has caused 
a great deal of wondering comment, is doing 
well in the Government Civil Hospital, -and 
recovering strength hourly. 

ANOTHER COLLAPSR. 
Thursday. 

It would appear as though fone of the old 
structures dignified by the namo of buildings 
had suddenly grown tired of bearing respon- 
sibilities which they are incapable of supporting, 
and had determined to come down of their own 
accord. Another collapse took place on the 
2ist inst. The building involved is eituatod 
at 21, Lower Lascar Road, and is at present 
under repair. At the back of the building, 
and locking out on U Yam Lane, are, or 
rather were, situated two kitchons, or cookhonsea, 
and a cockloft. On the ground floor is the 
area, above that was the cockloft, and over 
that again were the two kitchens, one above 
the other. Shortly after eleven o'clock people 
in the neighbourhood were startled by a sud- 
den rumble, and on ruoning in the direction 
of the: noise, guided by the gesticulations 
of the frightened workmen on the building, 
they saw a great heap of debris lying in the 
arva already meationed, and above nothing but 
a few tora bricks and rafters where formerly 
had been the kitchens and cockloft Informa- 
{ion was immediately sent to the Central Police 
Station, whence a relief party, composed of 
European and Chinese firemen and policemen 
and Sikh constables, was despatched to the scene 
under Inspector McNab. Accompanying the 
party were coolies bearing an ambulance and a 
dead-box. Captain Superintendent May was 
present. On arriving at the U Yam Lane, 
which runs up past the “ Rose, Shamrock, and 
Thistle saloon, attention was immediately 
directed to the clearing away of the ruins, the 
men, Europeans and Asiatics alike, tearing at 
the material with picks and shovels, some even 
with thoir bare hands, 

The cause of the collapse is as yet an open 
question, but it is doubtless the same as in pre- 
vious cases—old material incapable of bearing 
the weight placed upon it. The floor of the 


topmost kitchen presamably gave way and- 


carried with it the kitchen and cockloft under- 
neath. L ater. 

Further enquiries show that one life was lost 
in the collapse at Lower Lascar Road—that of 
a coolie, aged about 40. The body was unearthed 
shor(ly after twelve o'cleck, and taken to the 
mortuary. 

It now appears that balconies and an ad- 
ditional storey were being adde¢to the building, 
and that the accident was Wr tbebly caused by 
the fact that the mortar, etc., used in connection 
with the work had Leen stored in the topmost 
kitchen until its increasing weight proved too 
heavy for the joists, and they gave way, with 
the result already stated. The houses are used 
by Chine eas dwellings. 

, Three honses in the same stroet have been 
certified by the Inspector of Buildings to be ‘in 
a danyerous condition, and the owner has been 
ordered to shore them up. 


AN ABORTIVE PROSECUTION, 

P. T. Crisp, Inspector of Buildings, charged 
Tee Chong, Wing Wo & Co., Contractors, 
Stanley Strect, with filling in party-walls in 
a building in course of erection at Kowloon 
Inland Lot No. 421, with small pieces of brick 
instead of whole ones. The case was tried 
before Mr. Kemp, Acting Magistrate, on Friday 
worning. 

Mr. Crisp stated that he inspected the build- 
ing, and before removing the bricks, he called 
European Constable No. 7 to witness. When he 
had removed the onter bricks, he found a whole 
row of small pieces laid between. The bricks 
were produced in court, 
illustrated to His Worship how they 
had been placed and in this way saved 
a brick every second course ail 
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Si ee as 
iu asolid manner. Of course, continued witness, 
it was to the benefit of the contractor to build 
walls in the manner this one had been built. 

P.C. No. 7, testified to having witnessed the 
removal of the bricks and a lot of smalt pieces 
by first witness. He himself examined the wall, 
and had «een & line of small pieces all round. 
Only some of the pieces were in mortar. 

Defendant in reply stated that it was nbso- 
lutely necessary to use the small pieces of brick 
found in the wall. Me had an /uropean fore- 
man, named Hauwlin, in shes of his work, 
who thoroughly understood his business. It was 
impossible to build buildings without the use of 
amall pieces of brick. Besides, suggested the 
defendant, what did a policeman know about 
building ? 

Mr. R. K. Leigh, architect, was a witness for 
the defence. He said ho had twenty-one years’ 
experience of buildings in Hongkong. He 
was an member of the Institute | Civil 
Engineers. He was tho architect for tho 
building in question, and he visited it twice no 
week, and also kept an European overseer in 
charge of the work. Witness had seon the 
building last on Thursday, and had never seon 
work done as demonstrated by first witness. 
The buildings were erected in first-class style, 
of sound work and material. Had he (witness), 
seen any work of the nature stated, he would 
have had it undone long ago. 

In answer to a query of His Worship, witnoss 
explaincd that owing to a1 seroralastey in 
Canton bricks they did not lie like English 
bricks and tho cavities that alwnys occurred 
had to be filled out with small pieces. 

Mr. Crisp— But there oe n long line of 
small pieces of brick. 

Witness declared ho neyer saw them. 

Mr. Hanlin, overseer, pratically corroborated 
last witness's statement, saying there was no 
undue proportion of smail bricks used in the 
building in question. 

After a passage between Mr. Crisp and Mr. 
Leigh, in regard to their respective lengths of 
expericnce of buildings, His Worship ecided 
that no undue proportion of small pieces had 
been used and dism the summons. 


eel 
FATAL COLLISION IN THE 
HARBOOR. 


—__+-—_— 2 

As reported by us on the 19th inst., a collision 
took place late on the 17th inst. between thesteam 
launch Lec Sang and a cutter from the hospital- 
ship Meance ‘I'he cutter, it was stated at the 
time, was carrying no lights, and the Lee Sang 
ran into her at full spent: cut ing her in two. 
There were ten people on board the outter, all 
Chinese, and only two were rescued by the 
launch when the other boat sank. 

Later details show that the accident ia moro 
serious than at first sig ppeared, eight 
Chinamen—thr.e ward-rfom boys. on ‘he 
Meanee and five of the~hands ou the cutter 
—having been drowned. Up till on the 19th 
inst. only two bodies had been recovered — 
one that of the coxswain of the cutter and the 
other that of one of the ward-room boys. Ono 
was picked up near the Commissariat Pier and 
the other off the Kowloon Police Pier. They 
were taken to the mortuary. 

According to the two survivors from tho 
cutter, the statement by the crew of the Lee 
Sang that the cutter was carrying no lights is 
inaccarate. There was a light on board the 
cutter, bnt for reasons yot unexplained it was 
not shown, having beon carried on deck and not 
exposed until so collision became inevitable, 
when it was waved violontly toand fro, Tho 
launch strack the cutter amidships, causing her 
to sink in a few moments. 

The Meunee is the military hospital-ship 
attached to this station, and tho cutter was the 
Amny Service Corps routine boat, which left 
Commissariat Pier at twenty minutes past ten 
on Saturday nicht to take off details of the 


t 


| Royal Army Medical Corps and ward-room 
and Mr. Crisp boys ig ech on the Meanee 
| stated. ¢ 


As already 
ere were ten people on board when 


the cutter started ‘for Commissariat Pier—six 


the wall ‘of the Army Servico Corps boys and four of 


around. The pieces had been thrown in loosely, | the Meances ward-room boys. It was purel 


but partly imbedded in mortar. Witness 
claimed that walls should be build only of whole 
bricks, and quoted in support of his statement 
the Building Ordinance, which says that a wall 
should be built of incombustible material and 


by chance tha€ no European wss on : 
nine times ont of ten one accompanies the 
routine boats on their journeys to and from 
the hospital-ship. = 

'T womore bodies were recov: red on Wednesday. 
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The report on the New Territory for the 
year 1900 is published in the Gazette. It is 
preceded by a letter from H. E. the Governor 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, which 
runs as follows :— 

Government House, 
Hongkong, 12th Augnat. 
Sir,—I have the honour to forward for your 
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_' THE NEW TERRITORY IN 1900. 


object to, while in the fishing village of Cheung 
han, an island six miles from Hongkong, a 
single street, kept particularly clean under the 
supervis‘on of the European police sergeant 
stationed there, and open to every sea breeze, 
there have been 40 cases this yoar in a popula- 


| fion of alout 1,80). 


8. A licence has just been issued to a person 
in Unlong for a powder-mannfactory, for the 
making of fireworks—a very large industry in 


information a report furnished by the Colonial | China. I am informed that in the neighbour- 
Secretary, Mr. J H. Stewart Lockhart. on the | hood of Kowloon several ventures of various 


oparations in the New Territory during the 
-year 1900. 

2. I had hoped that the collection of revenue 
might have been in a more forward state, but 
the report by Mr. Gompertz of the working of 
the Land Court shows the difficulties of dealing: 
with these small plots and defining the rights | 
of the occupier, the family, the clan, and the | 
Crown. It is possible that a certain amount of | 


revenue might have been got in by rough and 
ready methods, but there would have baen much | 
injustice to individuals—iudeed an attempt was 
made to collect, upon a system of averages, 
Crown Rent upon claims that had been lodged, 
the result being complaints from several people 
that they had been compelled ty pay two and 
three times the amounts claimable from them 
under the terms of Crown Rent as gazetted 
and; notified. Finding that this was true, I 
ordered the mouey paid in excess to be refunded, 
and determined that it is better not to press 
for payment until we have the different 
plots properly entered and registered. This is 
slower, but will save much trouble in the future. 
I attach a copy of another report of Mr. 
Gompertz's decision as to ownership in the small 
Island of Ts‘ing I that will illustrate the 
intricacy of the claims put forward to the 
Land Court. 

3. I hope to be able to reduce the number of 
police in the New Territory immediately. 
Since the late abortive rebellion in the Wai 
Chou district the northern portion of Sham 
Chun Valley has been in a disorderly condition, 
and several robberies have been effected in our 
territory by bands from over the border. At 
my request the Viceroy of Canton, who has 
shown the utmost readiness to assist in socuring 
the peace of that district, has ordered that 
troops shall ba stationed at various points along 
the frontier. I hope that this will have the 
effect of putting a stop to the trouble, and 
enable me to reduce our police force tal more 
modest dimensions. 

4. Unhappily we find the whol of the New 
Territory malarious. Experiments are now 
being tried of different treatment at different | 
stations, and records are being carefully kept. | 
At one station quinine is administered as a | 
prophylactic after Dr. Koch's advice, ie.. 15 
grains two days runnivg and then an interval | 
of seven days before repetition. At another, 5 
grain doses are given daily; at a third arsenic 
is given instead, &c.. dc. Wire-gauze windows 
are being added {o stations, but as the men are 
out almost avery night on patrol duty I fear 
that this will not suffice asa preventive measure, 

5. The question of an oxperimental garden 
must remain over until Mr. Ford's return, 
but I question if tlhe paring pope can be ! 


made to produce more paying drops’ than at 
present. The fresh sugar caves imported last 
year are doing well, but, so far, the working | 
of the improved steel mills does not meet with 
the approval of the farmers, the principal 
complaint being that they break up the cane 
so finely as to mako it useless. for fuel. They 
do not yet realise the waste of using half 
crushed cane for fuel, and probably do not 
quite understand the working of the mills. 
‘This will come later on. 

6. I have seen one herd cf cattlo grazing 
near Saikung, and it appears to me that with 
the growing of succulent grasses, the hills in 
the New Territory are orn of supporting 
a sufficient number of c.ttle to render Hong- 
kong independent of the present sources of 
supply on the West and North Rivers. This 
is a question that will be taken up on the return 
of the Veterinary Surgeon and the Superin- 
tendent of the Botanic and Afforestation 
Departments. A 

7. It is remarkable that the New Territory 
north of the Kowloon Hills has been quite free 
from plague although the town of Unlong is 
apparently everything that a! sanitarian would 


kinds will be started as soon as the land claims 
have been decided so that capitalists can obtain 
a title. 

9. On the whole I am satisfied with the pro- 
gress made in the New Territory, where every- 
thing is being done without fmction and with 
apparently the full concurrence of the people. 

have the honoar to be, Sir. 
Your most. obedient. humble servant. 
Hesry A. Buake. 
(rovern r. Ac. 
The Right Honourable 
JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, \LP., 
«e.. Ke., Ac.. 


Then follows the report of the Hon J. H 
Stewart Lockhart, from which we make the 
following extracts :— 


LAND. 

The work of the Land Office in Hongkong 
as regards the New Territory for 1900. falls 
under two heads :— 

(a.) The translation and registration 
of deeds under Ordinane> No. 3 of 1844. 

(L) The registration of claima for the 
purposes of the Rongh Rent Roll. 

As regards (a.), the Registration Fees received 
from the New Territory last year amounted to 
$1,892, and Deeds relating to 431 Lots situated 
in 45 differ-nt villages were duly registered by 
Memorials under the Ordinance. 

The question has been raised whether it is 
desirable to continue (he registration of instru- 
mente in the Chiuese language dated in some 
cases many years before the Convention. It ix 
found that villagers who have deposited their 
documents for registration and paid the proper 
fees aro apt to imagino that their title has 
been recognised by Government. and that they 
need not trouble farther to bring their 
claims before the Land Court. Moreover, the 
lot number given on registration of a deed does 
not relate to any map, for the simple reason 
that there is got yet one available, and as the 
boundaries and the description of the laud in 


of them being barren and practical 


considered as Crown Land. 
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190°, Mr. H. E. Pollock being President, and 
Mr. Gompertz, Member. Mr. Kemp -was ap- 
pointed Registrar, and on his removal to aot at 
the Magistracy, Wood was appointed 
Registrar. A vory large amount of work had 
to be done before the Court could commenco its 
sitting. ‘The formation of a proper demarca- 
tion staff and. the arrangements connected with 
the registration and reception of claims provided 
foll occupation for the Court, so that no sittings 
had been held up to the end of the yesr. 

The Indians making the fleld to fleld survey 
were of course strangers to the country, and 
not knowing the lnngu ere’ unable ta 
ascertain particulars of ownership. It became 
therefore necessary to form a staff of Chinese 
demarcators to accompany the survey parties, 
and as the outcome of several exporiments 
twenty Chinese, mostly villagers of the better 
class, were enlisted to make the recortof 
holdings. This work they have proved fairly 
competent fo perform, but they are quite unable 
to read a map, and this necessitates their being 
accompanied in every case by a surveyor even 
when at work upon land the field to fleld survey 
of which has been completed. 

The area selected for the commencement of 
operations fas the long and narrow atop of 
territory, fronting the harbour of Hongkong 


land extending from the Linman Pass on the 


East to the villaga of Lai Chi Kok on the 
West, on acconnt of its great importance as an 
outlet for the expansion of the colony and its 
very high value. Unfortunately the inhabit- 


ants of this area wero fully alive to the i. 


bilities of the situation, and it may be said thet 


every foot of land anywhere nese the sea is 


the subject of five or six conflicting claims. It 


is imposssible to believe iu the bona fides of 
many of the claimants or to imagine that their 
own Government would have given a patient 


hearing to many of the demands now put for- 
ward, At the same timd when it is remembered 


that the Chinese authorities had never made a 
survey and that the Chinese mayistrate seldom 
or never sottled disputes over land of little 
value by personal inspection, itis evident that 
considerable 
needed. 


pitience ond caution are now 


Besides the strip of country on the North 


shore of the harbour, { lesser islands lying 
between Hongkong and the largo Island of 


Lan Tao have b-en taken as test cases. Fivo 
valueless 
have not been claimed and will therefore be 
Four of the others 
were claimed by the representatives of wealthy 


the Chineso deed are invariably extremely | families ou the mainland, but no decision had 


vague, it is impossible to ascertain with any 
certainty where the land affected by the in- 
strument is really situated. It is truo that the 
title of a registered owner becomes absolute if 
he remains in possexsion for 2) years, but in view 
of the constitution of a special tribunal—tho 
Laud Court —all claims will have been enquired 
into and fresh titles or certificates of ‘itle ixsued 
by a very much earlier date. It would no donht 
he desirable (o continne the operation of the 


! Ordinance in the New Territory for all con- 


veyances and other deeds executed since the 
territory has become British, but it will pro- 
bahly be advisable to discontinue the revistra- 
tion of older deeds until their validity has been 
decided ou by the Land Court. 

Until a rent roll based on the cadastral sur- 
vey and the results of the work of the Land 


been given by the court up to the ond of the 
year. 


There can be liftle doubt, however, that the 


operations of the Court will be far more rapid 


and the difficulties less in the districts to the 
north of the Kowloon watershed, from which 


moat of the land revenue must be drawn in tho 


{nture. The land ontside permanent cultivation 
has been regarded by the Chinese as of little 
value, and will therefore be rarely claimed, while 
the ownership of land under crops is usually 
well-known and will hardly ever be tho subject 
of dispate. ‘ 
SURVEY. 

Mr. Tate and his assistant, Mr. Newland, 
with their.staff of trained Indian Surveyors 
and coolies have been continuing the survey 
of the New Territory throughout tho yoar. 


Ly 


Comt has been completed. the land revenue of | An area of 4,00U square miles has been 


the New Territory cannot be collected in 
anything like a satisfactory or thorough man- 


triangulated, and of the points laid down, 
those which are situated within the New 


ner, though every attempt will bo made in the | Territory are being marked. An area of JOU 
meantime to collect as much Crown rent os | sqaare miles has been surveyed on the scale 


possible 
T(I9 LES. 


I attach a memorandum by Mr. Gompertz, | surveyed partly on the scale of 16 inches and - 


of one inch to a mile for the tg i 
map, while an aren of 4,500 acres has been 


Member of the Land Court, upon Land Tenure | partly on the scale of 32 inches to a mile. 
and Titles ia the New Territory: He recom- special survey of the Chinese town of Kowloon 
mends a modification of the Torrens System of | together with its walled or fortified portion 


Title by Registration, such as is in use in 
Malacca and the Federated Mala 
the New Territory. In view of the ver 
number of small (‘hinese holdings in 
Territory, I am of opinion that this : 
will prove more effectual than the technical 

rocedure based upon English law now in use 
in Hongkong. 

LAND COURT. 


large 


The Land Court, established by Orfinance | Tate sho 


No. 18 of 1900, was constituted.on the Ist June, 


New | unfavourable weather, and it 
tem | the work will cost more than was anticipated 


has also been made on tho scale of 64 inches 


States, for | tos mile. 


Progress has not been ic on omin 2 


this Government on the re of the 
urveyor-General of Indias. As, however, the 
triangulation and the topographical survey aro 
almost complete, it has been that Mr. 
return to Indfa and that Mr. New- 
Jand should be refaincd with such staff as may 


. 


~~ 
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be considered necessary for the completion of _now 5 vaccinatora with a good supply of 


the cadastral survey. 
BOTANICAL AND AFFORESTATION 
DEPARTMENT. 

Tree-planting was commenced around the 
Police Stations, at Pting Shin, Au Tau, Tdipd, 
and on both sideg of the road from Sham Shatm- 
p6 to Bha Tin, BL 154 trees have been planted. 

The quantity of land under sugar cultivation 
in the New Territory is estimated at over 7,000 
acres. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Tutcher it is in- 
tended to establish Experiment-] Gardens on 
some of the agricultural land in the New 
Territory. Mr. Tutcher is of opinion that 
there are many kinds of fruit which could be 
grown, and that the experiment if successful 
would improve the varietics already in the 
market and also supply new kinds. 


He men- | 


during January 


vaccine lymph in the New Torritory, and it is 
hoped that the inhabitants may gradually be 
induced to abandon the practice of direct 
inoculation now prevalent and submit {to be 
vaccinated in the manner in vogue in civilisod 
countries. 
HARBOUR OFFICE. 

A station at Tuipo in Mirs Kay was opened 
, 190). From the Ist January 
to the 3lst of December last, 6.140 licences, 
clearances, permits, etc., had beon issued to 
janks at Ch'oumg Chan, 3,676 at Tai O, and 
4,764 at Taipo. The figures for last year at 
Ch‘eung Chan were 2,616 and at Tai O 1,353, 
so there has been a eatisfactory increase at both 
these stations. 
POLICE. 
The strength of the Police Force in the Nuw 


tions Agave sisalina as a plant likely to succeed, ! Territory up to the 25 of June last was ns 
and states that though :isal hemp is not of | fcllows':—27 Europeans, 105 Indians, 30 Chinese 
such good fibre as Manila hemp, it will probably ' and 10 interpreters, but on the date mentioned 


repay cultivation. 

Great difficulty: has been experienced in the 
attempt to praveut tree-cutting, but before 
effective measures can be taken to stop the 
practice. the Land Court will havo to decide 
the validity of the various leases under which 
it is alleged that the Chinese Government 
granted the owners power to cut down trees 
growing on their property. If such rights 
are established it may bo necessiry for the 
Government to purchase them in ca-es where 
the trees are of importance to the health of 
the New Territory. 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

The main road in course of constraction 
between Kowloon and Taipd. which when com- 
pleted will be about 16 miles in length. has now 
reached a point 114 miles distant from Kowloon. 
From this point on to Tiipsé there is a passable 
foot-path. The plans for the last 5 miles are 
being comp'eted in the Publio Works Depart- 
ment, and it is hoped the road will ba finished 
this year. It is intended ultimately to extend 
this road heyond Tiipd to the frontier. 

The road to Kowloon City, 1} miles in length, 
was completed early in 1YU0, as was also the 
cross-road leading from Tii- Shek Ku to 
Yaumati. Both these roads have proved of 
great value as main arteries for traffic. : 

Telephone communication was extended (o 
the temporary Police Station at San Tin, and 
also to Shat‘aukok, so that the telephone com- 
munication between the various Police Stations 
in the New Territory and with Victoria is now 
complete. 

Permanent Police Stations have been com- 
pleted and occupied at Au Tau, tt Pting Shan 
and at Shat‘aukok near Starling Inlet, while a 
station-at Saikung on Shel(er Bay is in course 
of construction. 

An iron and concrete bridge of two spans of 
15 feet each has been built to the Saikuny Road 
just beyond Kowloon City, and the attention of 
the Public Works De. ar{ment has also been 
engaged by the renewal of the Kowloon City 
Pier and the construction of a causeway {o con- 
nect the hillon which the temporary official 
quarters at Taipo now stand with an island 
close up to deep water. 


. EDUCATION, 

Little has so far been done in the way of 
Education in the New ‘lerritory. 
however, been decided to build a school for 
teaching English at Un-long, and during the 
cold seasou, the attendaaca officer of (56 IJn- 
spector of Schools visited the whole of tho 
Territory. An inquiry has been made regurding 
the schools at present in existenca, and steps 
will be taken to bring them so far as possible 
under the Education Dep .rtment. 

Malarial fever was very prevalent i: the 
rainy season. . There has also been a 
great deal of dysentery amongst the police 
stationed in the New Territory. This. in the 
opinion of Dr. Bell, Agting Principal Civil 
Medical Officer, is another form of malaris, as 
the malarial ites have been found in the 
blood and have answered more readily to 
treatment by quinine than by the other drugs 
usually employed in treating dysentery. All 
cases of this disease admitted to tho Govonn 
ment Civil Hospital are being carefully 
examined with a view to ascertaining the extent 
to which malaria is a cause of dysentery. 

‘Froo vaccinations have been performed by 
Mr. Ho, but only 78 in unuwber. There ore 


» 
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It has, , 


the stations on the frontier and at Taipo were 
strengthened by a total force of 4 Europeans, 
40 Indians and 4 Chinese, owing toa rising in 
the neighbouring Chinesa territory. No at- 
tempt was, however, made to disturb the peace 
in the New Territory. Nino Europeans and 51 
Chinese were emploved during the year in the 
three launches which aro used to patrol the 
waters of tho New ‘Lerritory. 


Four piracies were committed in the waters _ 


of the New Territory upon steam-launches 
owned and licensed in Hongkong, and the 
frequency of these cases has led to special legis- 
lation with a view to compel owners of launches 
plying outside the harbour to take proper pre- 
cautions aga‘nst such attacks; which are iovari- 
ably committed by persons who embark under 
(he guise of passengers. 

The Police in the New Territory again 
suffered severely from malarial fever in spite of 
every precantion. 


Ckhige. 

The most notable Feataies is the increase 
in cases during the year. In 1899 the total 
number of cases for the New Territory was 155 
with an aggregate of 271 accused persons. 
Of those cases only 23 were dealt with in the 
New Territory itself. In 1900 the total number 
of cases had increased to 586 involving 82 
uccused persons. Of these no fewer than 283 
cases involving 393 accused persons werv tried 
in the New Territory, while 303 cases com- 
prising 409 accused persons were tried in 
Victoria. The increase is due partly to the 
mere complete development of the police 
organisation, and partly to the greater readiness 
with which the inhabitants seek the protection 


of the police by laying complaints before them. . 


By far the largest item in the liat of offences is 

that of unlawfnl possession of opium, with 

which altogether 222 persons were charged. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

Thetotalexpenditure for ] 900 was 8243,36 1.66, 
exclusive of the sams expended on the Police 
Establishment. Of this amount a sum of 
$58,126 25 was spent on the construction of 
steam-launches, and a sum of 813,200 on the 
charter of launches required whilst the new 
launches wero being built. A sum of $'5,880 
was also expended on Maxim guns with which 
it was deemed advisable to equip the Police 
Stations. Public Works in the New Territory, 
including the cost of the survey. were respon- 
sible for an expenditure of $143,438.33. ‘The 
expendilure on the Police Establishment in the 
New Territory amounted to 3102,292.48. 

The revenuo collected amounted only te 
$17,530.75. This sam is certainly sma)l when 
com with the expenditure, but the-difficul- 
ties in connection with the land sett!ement, to 
which reference kas been made iu this and pro- 
vious reports, have hitherto rendered it impos- 
sible to make 8 satisfactory collection of Crown 
rents. The work of the survey and of the land 
court are progressing satisfsctorily, though the 
rate of progress has necessarily been somewhat 
slow. When the survey is completed and rent- 
rolls have been compiled in accordance with it, 
Lolders of land will have no means of evading 
the payment of Crown rent for their ho'dings, 
which will yield a good yearly revenue. It 
must be remembered that most of the money 
already oxpended on account of the New Ter- 
ritory has been devoted to works of 2 
permanent nature which cannot fail to add 
to its development. The cost of the civil 
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| administration has not been large, though. the - 


expenditure on account of the police-has been 
high, as it hes been necessary. to maintain- a 
strong force of police in the interests of the 
eace and good order not only of the New 
erritory but also of the colony generally. It 
is hoped that b-fore long it may be found 
possible to reduce the fremat. large police ox- 
penditure. Thongh the New Territory does 
not pay its way at the promot time, it seems 
not at all improbable thit it will do so in tho 
near future. Any one who may feel inolined 


to take a pessimistic view of its prospeots should . 
bear in mind the fact that when Hongkong 


itself, which has become so prosperous, first 
‘came under British rale, there were nota few 
people who prophesied that the-colony would 
| prove a failure, and as a mi&tter of fact it had 
to receive assistance from-the Imperial Ex. 


‘ chequer for somo years. 
AL LEI ES aE TT ER EPS TRS 


CONFISCATION OF PRESCRIP- 
TIVE RIGHTS IN THE 
NEW TERRITORY. 


pe 

We have received from .the Hon. T. H. 
Whitehead, with a request for publication, the 
following copy of a Jetter addressed by him to 
the Hon. H. E. Pollock, K.C., Acting Attorney- 
General :— 

Hongkong, 22nd August, L001. 

Dear Po.tiock,—In reply to your note 
asking for my suggestions re the proposed 
Foreshores and Seabed Ordinance, please allow 
me to point out the Supreme Court decided 
last year that a Crown Lease could not then 
operato so as to deprivejcortain fishermon of 
their “ prescriptive rights” to take coral and 
shells from the sea, refer to caso tn re Lantao 
'Marioe Lot No. 2, and the Court gave judg- 
ment against the Government. If dnactel, the 
Ordinance will enable the Government to do 
, what the Supreme Court has decided the. 
‘Government cannot now do legally, and the 
Government will not longor in respect of such 
Crown Leases ba subject to the judgment of 
the Suprome Court. in other words this Or- 


dinance, if it becomes law, will give the Govern- 
ment the power to dispossess proprieta rights 
and to confiscate “ prescriptive rights" in 


direct violation of the Kowloon Extension 
Agreement of Sth June, 1898, by virtue of 
which the Imperial Government of Uhina lvased 
to the Govermont of Great Britain for 99 years 
certain territory on the Kowloon Peninsu'a. 
The soventh clause of the said Agreement 


stipulates: “ It is farther undorstood that there — 


will ba no expropriation or expulsion of the 
inhabitants . and that if land is required 
it shall be bonght at a fair price.” 
Expropriation means the ng of pro- 
prietary rights. This being so, I am distinotly 
opp to the pro Ordinance, which, if 
enacted, will confer power in the Colonial 
Government to dispo-sees proprietary an | 
“ prescriptive rights" in violation of the ex- 
pressed provisions of the said Kowloon Ex- 
tension Agreement. ’ 

In consequence of the exiatence of " p¥escrip- 
tive righta” in respect of the quarrying of 
stone in the Colony, I understand that hitherto 
the Government's power has bees limited to 

| letting the said Stone » deb by paris tender 
to the highest bidder—the lessee being 


allowed to make his own arrangement with the | 


owners of the said “prescriptive rights.” Th» 
fact that “prescriptive rights” exist tx re the 
taking of coral and shells from the sea, was 
demonstrated by the Supreme Court's decision 
of last year, regarding tao Marine Lot No. 
2, and so far the Government does not appear 
to have appealed against the said decision. 


The conditions in these twe questions being. 


more or less similar, why should the Goven- 
ment'’s powers not be limited to letting by 
public tender to the highest bidder the taking of 
coral and shells from sea adjoining the Now 
Territory—the lessee being allowed to make bis 
own arrangements with tha owners of the said 
“prescriptive rights”P. 

The enactment 


in 
{ those interested and concerned, I to 
: cal Pree | 


tion.— Yours truly, . 
a (8 ye. H. Warrgmgap. 
The Hon. H. EB. Po.zocg, K.C, 


Attorney-General. - 
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but the motion is so slow that one has to take 


’ and carts. The present scheme is that a start 


OA AN Myutiy dS OA RR Nar) Se 


_proliains to solve, The trade system is peculiar; 
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: Tientsin, 7th August. 
EVACUATION PROCEEDING. 
Things political are moving in North China, 


long intervals of timo to detect it at all. ‘The 
troops are stendily going aves and the’ China 
Ba peationaty Force is rapidly approximating 
to the size- which will enable it to hold Tien- 
tsin, Shanhaikwan, and the lines of communi- 
cation with the Capital and Paotingfu, some 
20,000 in all. Neither the Ministers nor the 
soldiers have given any heed to the rumours of 
the raids of Tung Fuhsiang along the Mongo- 
lian frontier, and these rumours are_row uni- 
versally regarded as canards. 
THE COURT'S RETURN. 

There is infinite talk of the return of the 
Court, and indeed the actual itinerary has beon 
published and detailed orders issued to the local 
authorities with regard to the provision of boata 


be made from Hsian about the lst of September; 
the arrival in Honan will be sometime about 
the middle of the cighth moon; here the 
Autumn Festival will be observed. Boats will 
be taken at Weihwaefu, and the journey will 
thence be by water as far as Pechow in Shan- 
tung. From this place an overland journey is 
proposed as far Paotingfv, the Provincial 
capital of Chihli, when the final stage will be made 
by train. This is a deviatiorl from the original 
plan, and has been made to secure the greater 
comfort of boat travel. Li Hung-chang already 
talks of going to Paotingfu in a few days ; from 
which spot he will notify the Court that he has 
come to meet it, but it is anticipated that he 
will at once be commanded either to stay there 
or to return to Peking, as at his advanced age 
he must not undergo unnecessary fatigue. 
‘LI HUNG-OHANG. 

I may add that Li is far from well, and is in 
an extremely irritable state of mind, as well as 
of bodily frailty. Hoe is surrounded by myriads 
of spies who report and misreport his every 
action to the Palace cayatlle, and who are 
moving heaven and earth to displace him. The 
old satrap is in a peculiarly odious position, he 
may be asting with the most consummate wisdom 
or folly, but in any case he is bound to be made 
the scapegoat for every ill that has befallen or 
will befall his country, What with exacting 
opponents facing him and treacherous rivals 
behind him, it is no wonder that his temper as 
well as his health gives way.- He sometimes 
rages and storms the whole day long and is a 
terror to everybody round him. His chief 
English.interpreter for the moment is young 
‘Tseng, the son of the late Marquis and the 
grandson of the famous Tseng Kwo-fan. There 
is a good deal of the English school-boy imp 
about this clever youth, and Li not inaptly calls 
him the. Shiau Kwet Tse (the Little Devil). I 
have some reason for supposing that the re- 
occupation of the Summer Palace by the Britizh 
last week, a very unexpected and indeed sen- 
sational step, was the direct “raproof valiant” 
for a most discourtcous, if not insulting, letter 
sent by the old main to Sir Harnest Satow. 
Tho Rajpute and the 11th Bittery had definitely 
left the Palica, and the Chinese: had again in 
some fashion taken possession. True it was 
that the Chen Wang-fw in the City, to which 
the Gunners returned, had a good deal of water 
in ita front compound or court, but this was no 
adequate reason for the prompt return of the 
ae to the Wan Shou Shan, eleven miles 
away-from the city. 

Li - takes. no care to hide from his en- 
vironment--his pro-Russian and anti-British 
sympathies, nor does he hesitate to give 
his reason, that we. failed: him in former 
emergencies. — 

= LEGAL QUESTIONS. 

It is understood that ‘the Crown Advocate, 
Mr.-H: P. Wilkinson; is making rapid progress: 
with the private claims in Peaking, and that we 
are. fo have him in & week.or two in Tientsin. 
Tho ‘claimants who- have been interviewed 
‘the learned gentleman ‘are-said to be mue 
impressed: with his fairness and by the proce- 
‘dure... In ‘Tientsin he will have very. difficult 


large sums-are advanced to the compradores by. 


. (ho merchants: the-former send: men up into 
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begins to appear at th 
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okonor with bullion to buy produce, which | year, but which month it is that Ie to be 


e seaboard some twelve to | doubled is not stated yet. Some say the second. 


twenty months afterwards. The questions to | It is unusual for a double month to occur two 


be solved are: Whose money is it? On whom 


dees the responsibility lie if it miscarries? One 
thing is pretty cortain, if the ground is taken 
that the money is that of the Chinese and these 
latter find no redress at the hands of their own 
folk, the trade of our port will receive a blow 
from which it will with difficulty recover. 

THE PEIHO RIVER. 

The Peiho river conservancy is pow a going 
corcern, and the cessation of tho rainy season 
in another two or three weeks will see the work 
been At first the straightening of the chan- 
nel will bo taken in hand; this is to be done by 
cuttings, a couple of miles of which in various 
localities will reduce the distance to Taku by 
seven or eight miles, by giving some of the 
acute bends a greater radius of curvature. 
The bar will not be attacked at present, though 
thera is no doubt that it is after all the supreme 
crux in the question of the navigation of the 
metropolitan stream: it will ultimately have to 
be undertaken by permanent dredging opera- 
tions. In former years bar meant bad 
river, and vice versa ; it is only in the past decade 
that both have gone wrong simultaneously. 

We have had the heaviest rains of five years, 
and indeed if we have any more we are pretty 
sure to be flooded. Happily or unhappily, it 
will not affect the trade for the sole reason that 
there is little trade to be affected. 

DEPARTURE OF MR. PETHICK. 

Mr. W. Pethick, the distinguished American 
sinologue who has for so many years been Li 
Hung-chang’s foreign adviser and fidtis Achates, 
is in a state of health far from reassuring to his 
many friends ; he has had to leave the capital 
for Chefoo. : 


NORTHERN NOTES. 


——_q————- 
The following items are from the P.& T. 
Times of the 10th inst.:— 


strong fortifications at Newchwang. 


a sling, is going about apparently little tho 
worse for his misadventure. 

Prince Ching has sent for his family to re- 
turn to Peking from Heian, and they are ex- 
pected to arrive in about a month's time. 
Assurances come from Husian to the effect 
that the tribute rice and military drill reforms 
will be inangurated immediately. 

A petition signed by thirty-six conservatives 
hag just been sent in to the Censor against Li 
Hung-chang for his pro-foreign proclivities. 

News from Honan is to the effect that oro 
prospects are very encouraging there, thoug 
sickness from poor and scarce food is very 
general. : 
The general condition of the country in 


Honan ig quiet, though a certain amount of 


highway robbery is experienced. 


‘We are glad to learn that tho local, officials 
have paid up the London Mission claims in full 


at Chibhow aud T'sang-chow. The English 


Methodists at Laoling have also received an 


inst slment. ; 
According to the native 
the British re-occupied the 


Nothing like giving both sides of a picture, 
Gen. 


mine oxplod 
advancing, and killed 150 of them. 
On investigation we find the re 


P. G. to build a new bank is correct, an 


three-storied buildin 
and the Public 
bly have their offices adjacen 


restored to 
interfere. The Russians are 
withdrawn from Fang-tien to 


intercalary moon is expected to occur 


stated that he has succeeded in dis 
brigands in several districts, and 


Hongkong Telegraph's corres 
anzious to know if, whilst the French troope, 


foreigners: an advice that was we 


The Russians are reported to have built 


Capt. Denti though still carrying his arm in 


pers the reason 
ammer Palace is 
because tho British Minister made some extra 
demands of Li Hung-chang who declined them. 


ei and Gen. Lia's men are reporte! 
to have had several conflicts with the villagers 
in which they have not come off well. In one 
conflict, as they were getting the advantage. 8 
as the Imperial troops were 


rt of the 
Je Je in reference to the intention of the 


‘ments are now io progress for 8 
Saeed near uo Iron Bridge, 
orks Department may 


t. 

The Je Je states that Russia endeavoured to 
get eome other Power to assist her in the paci- 
fication of Manchuria, but this was refased on 
the ground thal Manchuria not having been 
China no other Leroy yr eeet 

ve 


cheng. 
We learn from several quarters that another | th 


years ranning, and the fact is regarded as a 
infterealary 


certain indication of trouble, the 


always betokening an uprisi 


ace aie 
Gen. Mei bas return ‘d to ‘Tientata, and it is 


Pee killed 
Killed 
altogether several hundred rowdies. In an- 


other place it will bo obeerved we mention his 
defeat. 


Wo.give both versions withimpartiality, 
but one of them must be untrue, unless the 
refer to different periods of the gallant general's 


‘career. 


FOOCHOW 


Echo of the 17th inst :— 
Referring to the uneasiness shown by the 
ndent, who is so 


&c., wo are happy to afford him what wo think 


a satisfactory answer. Under the supervision 
of Frenchmen, the Foochow Arsenal hag never 


turned out ammunition. and even tho small 
artillery-shop, which existed for a certain time 

t in that srsonal, was removed from. .there 

y tho Chinese, more than two years ago, a 
very short time after Lord Beresford had paid 
hia visit to the Vioeoy of Fukhien and advised 
him (as he had done the high Mandarinsin tho 
North) fo establish an army for the protection of 
listened to, 
as weall know. It may be that ammunition, 
guns, or something of the kind, have been made 
in.China by foreignors, during these last two or 
three years: foreigners were frasly permitted to 
do so, before the troubles in the North. Bat, as 
8 mattor of fnot, the thing did not take place in 
the Foochow Arsenal. Did it happen in the 
Shanghai ArsenalP It may be, but thon 
the Hongkong Telegraph has been misin- 
formed; the Shanghai Arsenal is supervised 
by Britishers, not by Frenchmen. 

Another typhoon was age hed from 
Hongkong as passing up east o Perms on 
the 12th inst. The barometer fell 2/10ths 
during the night, and high squally winds with 
heavy showers of rain supervoned. A rise in 
the mercury early on the morning of the 13th 
gave us the assuranco that possible trouble had 

assed by, nevertheless the gusty wind and 

eavy rain continued phy ey the day and 
night. On the morning of the 14th the weather 
began to olear and has sinoe been settled. 

We regret to learn that the wretked Sobriuon 
was unable to withstand tho fary of the late 
storm. Itis reported that she broke in: half 
and sank in the deep water outside the ledge of 
rock on which she rested. Groat as tho dis- 
sppcin iene must be to the syndicate interested, 
it is satisfactory to know that the value of the 
sundries salved is larger than the expenditure 
for cost and expenses incurred. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


; ——- <= : 
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents. } 


MR. GILLIES AND HONGKONG AND 
WHAMPOA DOCK CO. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THR “ DAILY PRESS.” 
Hongzong, 16th August. 
Sir,—I very seldom criticise, neither do I 
vont my feelings ia public papers, bat circum-. 


by many shareholders in the Hongkong and 
Wham 


stances compe! me {o come forward to agitate. 
on s question which I em sure will bosappurted : 


a ee . 
- Tho following intems are from the Foochow 


Dook Co. - I am led: to understand . 
d| that the services of Mr. D. Gillies are to. be 
i retirement from the man-. 


Mr. Gillies is entitled to a great deal of 


proper supervision of old buildings; but can 
recognition for all his excellent services, 


any one, much less the Government, expect 
energy and perseverance to promote the wel-|the Snurveyor-Geneial and one Building In- 
fare and interest of the concern, and the | spector to be capable of even casually examining 
shareholders are not likely to ignore the|the whole of the old houses in this colony 
fact. There are recognitions at times to such : periodically ? The staff of the P.W.D. shculd 
men, when the monetary gift is {o benefit, by ‘be increa ed and the “ Dangerous Buildings” 
the interest to accrue from. such gifts for the laws amended. 

future support of the individual or his family.| Having held office under the London County 


Mr. Gillies is not depending on such a gift cr | Council, I bag to suggest that the Legislative 


such an income ? Council consider the laws relating to Dangerous 
I suggest that a handsome and valuablo | Structures now in force in the City of London. 
piece of plate with a special tablet engraved | They are as follows :— 4 
recognising all the goodness of the popular} (1) ‘“ Where it is made known to the County 
manager, which should not exceed say between | Council that any structure is in a dangerous 
$5,000 to $6,000 dollars, be given. This will be | state the Cov-.cil shall require a survey of such 
an heirloom and will remain a pleasing souvonir | structure to be made by the District Surveyor 
of his services in China to the shareholders | or other competent surveyor. 
of the Dock Company.— Yours, etc., (2) “Upon the completion the District 
A SHAREHOLDER. Surveyor or other surveyor employed shall 
=e certify to the Council his opinion as to (he state 


of the structure. 
BUILDING INSPECTION IN (3) “1f the certificate is to the affect that 
HONGKONG. 


the structure is not in a dangerons state, no 
further proceedings shall be had in respect 
thereof, but if it is to the effect that the struc- 
ture is in dangerous state the Council may 
cause same to be shored up or otherwise secured 
and a proper board or fence pnt up for the 
protection of passengers, and shall cause notice 
tc be served on the owner or occupier of the 
structure, requiring him forthwith to take 
down, secure or repair same, as the case requires. 

(4) “If the owner or occupier on whom the 
notice is served fail to comply as speedily as the 
nature of the case permits with the notice, the 
Petty Ses¢ional Court on complaint by the 
Council may order the owner to take down, 
repair, or stheriins secure to the satisfaction of 
the District Surveyor the structure or such 
part thereof as appears to the Court to be in 
a dangerous state, within a time to be fixed by 
the order. and if the same be not taken down, 
repaired, or otherwise secured within the time 
so limited the Council may with all convenient 
speed cause all or so much of the structure as 
is in a dangerous condition to be taken down, 
repaired or otherwise secured in o manner as 
may be requisite. 

(5) 1. “ All expenses incurred by the Council 
in relation to the obtaining of any order as to 
duty it is to ses to the conditions of the various | the dangerous structure and carrying tlie same 
tenements in this colony wilfully neglect their | into effect shall lo paid by the owner of the 
duty or they are perfectly incompetent. | s(ructure, but without prejudice to his rig 

| 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS." 
l’th August. 

S1z,—Kindley permit me space in your 
columns to asks a few pertinent queries as who 
is responsible for the loss of life that has 
occured during the past few years by the collapse 
of old, flimsily built honses, which ought to 
have been sondauel and pulled down by the 
proper authorities; and moreover who will 
be respovsible for all collapses and loss of 
life which are sure to take place in the future, 
if the present regimé is permitted to continne ? 

The Cochrane Street buildings in question 
are old, very old, as has even been admitted by 
the Acting Director of Public Works. Now 
if they were old, and, as the disaster has proven, 
unsafe as human habitations, why were they not 
condemned and pulled down, and have saved 
about a half hundred of lives ? Have we no sur- 
veyorsand inspectorsof buildings whose duty it is 
to inspect buildings and condemn to destruction 
all those found unsafe ? If we have, why is it 
not doue? To all appearances, judging by the 
rotten bricks, wood and mortar of the ill-fated 
houses, the same ought in all reason to have been 
condemned a year ayo. Hither the men whose 


o 
How can any one with common sense expect | recover the same from any person liable to the 
a building whose main walls are only twelve expenses of repairs. 
inches thick, aud the partition walls from “2. Tf the owner cannot be found or if an 
six to eight inghes thick. to remain intact iu this! demand ie refuses or neglects to pay the said 
climate, with our moonsoons, for ssy twenty expenses, the Counci', after serving him with 
or thirty years ¥ - three months notice of their intention to do so, 
And not only are the old buildings neglected. | may. if in their dixeretion they thiok fit. sell the 
aud permitted to fall down through sheer | structure, but they shall, after deducting from 
old ag>, and crush the life ont of maul the preceeds of the amount, all expenses in- 
and women, but hundreds of similar Wuild- | curred by them, pay the surplus (if any) to the 
ings are run up in Wanchai, consisting of the | owner on demand.” 
same flimsy material, the samo thin walls, the These laws have been fonud efficient in deal 
same haphazard mode of construction, using ) ing with ¢he very many dangerous buildings in 
mere laths instead of boards and beams of the | London for some thirty veara. Why. if they 
proper strength and dimensions, and merely i yre suitable there, with the 65 odd District 
using good bricks on the outside, and filling ( Surveyors (and theie staff), should they not he 
in the centre with rotten, broken ‘bricks, | included in our laws % 
the remnants of what once had been bricks The new buildings here, generally speaking, 
The main object of unscrupulous Chinese | arg pot as good as the so-called Jerry -built 
contractors and property owners seems to | houses in the suburbs of London. 
be to build the greatest number of tenements} Trusting that in the interests of the Colony 
at the least possible cost aud in the shortest. you will fiud spaco to publish this rather 
space of time. The main objects are dividends ; | lengthy letter, yours, etc. 
lives do not couut. 
. Who passes the plans for new houses of. angen gre 
this description? Whoever does is morally. py THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY Press.” 
guilty of man-slaughter. Who employs in-! 20th Augnst. 
competent and underpaid building surveyors and Siz,—-Nothing short of drastee measures and 
inspectors ? Where is the Public Works Depart- ‘thorough overhauling of the Public Works 
ment and where areitsofficials? Why do they not | Department, or rather its Buildings Inspection 
bestir themselves and do their duty as it ought | (though practically it is non-inspection) Branch, 
to be done? What is the head of. the Govern-'\ould save the situation. Apparently, this 
ment about that he allows such a state of | branchof the department is criminally negligent. 
things to exist ? 7 . The Building Inspectors may be _ honest, 
These ned a Se T would wish to hardworking men, but if this wholesale massacre 
see answered.— Tours, etc., of r inoffensive le is the only fruit 
ENQUIRER. |o¢ ‘ail their pains are trouble, i 
without saying that they stand in bad need of 
a closer supervision and stricter rules of conduct. 
19th August. | These inspectors must be made to feel and 
Srp,—I have read with interest your cor-| recognise the risk and responsibility attaching 
respondent's letter with reference to the recent | to their duties as such. The P.W.D. should 
_ collapse of houses in Cochrane Streot, and I open a Departmental Fund, somewhat on the 
quite agree. with him as to the absence of basis of a Provident or Pension or Guarantee 


ANXIOUS. 


_1O THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” | 
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Fund to which each inspector should be made 
to contribute a specified sum every month pro- 
portionate to his pay. Each inspector should 
be placed in charge of a district or districts, 
if small, with a limited number of houses. 
At the end‘of each day he should be required 
to fill in o form showing his locality, the 
number of hoases he has inspected that day, 
the notare, scope, and resnit of his inspection, 
the then condition of the houses, the kind of 
materials used, the then state of the walls, the 
number of persons residing therein and last, 
though not least, the name, identity, and 
financial standing, if practicable, of the 
landlord or landlady. Whenever hereafter 
any such deplorable catastrophe occurs, the 
inspector or inspectors involved therein should 
be at once suspended and called upon to explain 
the situation. If he is found to blame. he 
must be dismissed the service and ho forfeits 
all claim to tha proportionate participation 
in the accumulations of the Fund to which 
he has been one of the contributors, and his 
share shall bo given away os compensation to 
the injured or bereaved person or persons, 
especially in cases where they have lost their 
bread-winner. If the inspector carries a clean 
record, or even has had catastrophes entered 
against him which on inquiry could not be put 
to his bad account, ho should be entitled to 
received his proportionate share in the Fund by 
way of reward for service conscientiously done 
and performed. Periodical reports should be 
ublished in the papers detailing records of 
individual inspectors. 

But the hard-working inspectors should not 
alone be made the scapegoats. This work 
in a British Colony and under the 
British Flag, is not to be Isid at the 
door of the inspectors or the P.W.D. alone. 
It is the work of a guild the moving 
factors of which are the contractor, the 
money-lender, and the blind and unscruapu- 


lous gambler and specalator in property. It 
is a widely known fact that to- there are 
in the property market many half-penny and 


two-penny men, Chinese and foreigners, who 
blindfoldedly gamble and speculate in pro- 
perty and whose financial mainstay is the 
professional money-lender, the Loan Company, 
and the Bank. ey pay any smount of in- 
terest. Twelve and Aftocn er cont. are even 
talked of. How long is this state of things 
going to be tolerated? It is a matter for ur- 
gent and special legislation. Legislature has 
alr.ady st-pped in other directions to the great 
relief of the community. Fifteen years ago all 
Hongkong and his wife went mad over stock- 
jobbing and share-speoulating; gentlemen of 
birth and position connected with highly rv- 
apectable firms fell from their commercial posi- 
tions; from principals they because brokers ; 
from brokers they were driven to be suicides. 
Legislature came forward and did ita duty, 
namely introduced and passed the share bill 
Aguin, fifteen years ago, Fire Insurance Com- 
panies wero cutting each other's throats, so 
to say, and unscrupulous people were not 
wanting to take advantage; all sorts and 
c'asses of people insured their belongings 
and incendiarism wus the order of the day. 
Legislature indirectly brought pressure to 
bear upon the Insurance Companies who had 
their eyes already opened and who at once set 
about remedying this dreadful evil. Does 
Government intend to wait till the bubble 


; bursts again, till more human lives are sac- 


rificed. . . . O€ course, respectable and 
boni fide landlords are, like Cwsar's wife, 
above suspicion.and above slur. ; 
BOMBAYITR. 
a a correspondent is rather strong in places. 
We believe there is really only one inspector of 
buildings in this largely BP ted and wealthy 
colcny of ours.—Ep. D.P.) 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
2ist August. 
Si1z,—Much has been said about the jerry- 


building in this Colony, .but nobody has yet 
given the reason\ why sach buildings were 
allowed, and are progressing rapidly in 


their construction in every corner of the city, 
and in the narrowest streets, to the utmoat 
danger both of the inmates and of the passers- 
by. In my humble opinion, money is ihe cHief 
motive of all this corruption. Everybody is too 
selfish in: making morey, no matter what may 
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peppen hereafter to others. As long as a land- 
lord can have his property well paid, he will, on 
the least pretext, raiso the rents. higher and 
higher whenever he geta a chance, adding, too, 
one or two stories more on buildings, however 
old, in order to get moreincome. On the other 
hand the enormous crowd of brokers, so abundant 
in this Colony, come forward to persuade them to 
sell their properties, and offer them others 
instead, very often at an exceedingly high rate. 

Wo-are, then, the sufferers ? e all know 
them too well. And yet the Government seems 
blind to this state of affairs. Will “ 8crutator ” 
start a third series of his articles on this parti- 
cular subject and bring to light all ths existing 
corruption that is so prevalent in our days? 
He will doa great favour not only to the peor 
class of people who are struggling to get a 
decent abode, but:to all the inhabitante of this 
Colony. : 

Thanking you for the insertion of the above, 


yours, ete., 
HUMANITAS. 


—oe 


AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


TO THE EDITOR (F TIE “ DAILY PRESS.” 

list August. 
Siz,—Kindly allow mea few lines in order 
to express on behalf of myself and other 
residents at Victoria View, Kowloon, our heart- 
felt gratitude to the gentlemen responsible for 
the erection of a handsome Chinese theatre so 
conveniently close to our homes. It is geod 
in these days to see so much consideration 
displayed for the poor Chinese coolies and 
amahs residing in our midst; and the public 
spirit shewn by the officers of the Madras 
Kegiment, in allowing their excellent band 
to perform on the sea-front, has, we feel, been 
worthily emulated, and even surpassed—for 
while the Military Band only plays for two hours 
once a week, the Chinese orchestra pours forth 
sweet sounds “from early morn till dewy eve.” 
We cannot too earnestly express our admiration 
and delight, when last Monday evening we dis- 
covered that the military band was accompani-d 
by beautiful’ and entrancing Chinese music, 
now swelling majestically on the evening 
breeze, and anon dying in fitful wails of har- 
mony. We note with pleasure that every care 
is taken of the edifice, and, lest some evilly 
disposed person should, in the fullness of his 
joy, attempt to add a bonfire to the attractions 
of the evening, a fire-engine is thoughtfully 
provided, in readiness for immediate use. 
There is one suggestion I should like to make: 
Could not a permanent theatre be erected in 
our garden, and the performance kept up all 
night, when it would bo appreciated, instead of 
closing at the absurdly early hour of 11.30? 

— Yours, etc., 
OVERJOYED. 


- HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 


BANKING CORPORATION. 
——_¢-— 
, The ordinary half-yearly general meeting of 
shareholders in this Bank was held at noon on 
the 17th inst. in the City Hall, the Chairman, 
Mr. R. Shewan, presiding. Those present were : 
--Sir Thomas Jackson (chief manager), Hon. 
J.J, Bell-Irving, Messrs. P. Witkowski. A. J. 
Raymond, D. M. Moses, A. Haupt, N. A. 
Siebs, H. E. Tomkins, H. Schiibart, R. L. 
Richardson, H. W. Slade (directors), Messrs. 
8. A. Joseph, R. C. Wilcox, J. H. Cox, F. 
Henderson, Captain Tillett, E. Georg. F. 
Maitland, C. S. Sharp, R. K. Leigh, J. A. 
Jupp, 8. Hanoock, C. Palmer, A. G. Wood, 
W. H. Potts, E. D. Sanders, J. C. Peter, V. C. 
Hawkins, K. A. Chinoy, J. A. Chinoy, G.C. C. 
Master, A. Sharp, D. A. Gubbay, H. M. H. 


Nemazes, G. L. Tomlin, E. Ezra, M. H. 
Michael, M. Stewart, W. Lysancht, G. H. 
Medhurst, | . Berindoague, D. D. Gazdar, U. J. 


Gonsalvez, Ho Fook. Lo Cheung Shiu, Lau 
Wai Chun, 8am Kum Sui, and others, 

Sir THOMAS JACE'SON ead the notice con- 
vening the meeting, and 

After reading the seventy-second report of 
the Court of Directors, which has already 
been published, the CHainaaNn said :—Gentle- 
men,—The report just read represents a rey 
prosperous state of affairs of thy Bank. It 
is a matter for congratulation that recent un- 
fortunate events in the North of China have 
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interfered so little with the ordinary profitable j cently heard of the death of Mr. George Edward — 
course of our business, It shows the great| Noble, who joined the Bank at its start in 
vitality of the China trade that we are ablo to| Shanghai in the year 1865, and had been _con- 
present to you such a favourable report.as the| nected with us up to the time of his death, 
present one. Now that business in the North is| latterly as a member of the London Committee. , 
gradually assuming normal conditions we can| Mr. Noble was 9 man whom to know was tolovo — 
took forward to the future with much eeend esteem. and no higher enconium could be 
auxiety than we have recently experienced | paid to apy man. (Applausc.) 

Taking advantage of the large figures we had} There being no questions, th) CHAIRMAN 
to deal with we propose with your permission| proposed the adoption of the report ond 
to add 8750,000 to the Silvar Reserve Fund : | accounts as read. 
we hope and think that our so doing will meet} Mr. G.C.C. Master, in seconding, said :— 
with the unanimous approval of all our friends.| Mr. Chairman, Sir Thomas Jackson and 
It is to ba hoped and oxpected that the foreign | gentlemen,—I have much pleasure in seconding 
trade of China will bo a steadily progressing |tho adoption of tha Directors’ Report and 
one. True, we may also expect powerful| Accounts. I do not think that anyone can 
rivals to compete with us; indeed tho competi-| but consider that this report has been very 
tion in the future promises to be extremely | satisfactory indeed. I think the wisdom of the 
keen, and the best way to meet euch a state of | Directors in building upa very strong ressrve 
affairs is to be in ao strony financial position,|fand is certainly a very wise policy, and the 
and that we have steadily aimed at, with, as I] best policy to adopt to check competition. 
hope you will admit. gratifying success.;Tho Chairman referred in his speech to the 
(Applanse.) Turning to tho fignres of the | possibility of there being keon compotition im 
report, “ Notes in Circulation” are almost| banking inthe fature, Ithink that the Hong- 


l exactly the same as they were on the 3ist|koug Bank, with the strong resorve fund they 


Dec-mber last. while “ Fixed Deposits andj already bave, in pursuing this policy must be 
Current Accounts” in both gold and silver/able to drive all competitors fom the field. 
show a moderate increase. ‘ Billa Payable“ | Anyhow, if they cannot do tuat, they can 
show a decrease of over five-and-a-half millions .afferd to ent rates to such an extent that 
of dollars: at the same time * Hills Reeeivable ” | competitors will havo to retire before the Hong- 
shaw an increase of over six millions of dollars. | kong and Shanghai Bank. (Applaus>.) I think 
Tho falling-off in the amonnt of “ Bills Pay- jit is unnecessary to point ont to you that the 
able" is accounted for by the increasing amount policy of building up ‘an oxcoedingly strong 
of drawins being done by telegraphic transfer. ‘reserve fund must bo commended. 1 do not 
“ Cash" aad “ Bullion in hand and in transit”; know whether [am in order in sugzesting to 
aggregate $43,985,762, about the same as on jthe meeting that we might mako Mr. Noblo’s 
the 3lst of December last. Onur holdings were widow tomo expression of sympathy. Mr. 
largely in excess of our requirements at both | Noble was connected with this Bank for many 
dates owing to oxceptional circumstances. The' years, and if such a auggestion wore possiblo, 
securities representing our sterling Reserve of ; [ would beg to propose it. I have much pleasure 


one million pounds are almost exactly as stated 
in the previous report. 
securities have fallen they still show a handsome 
margin on the lowest quotations recently touched. 
You will observe that for tho sake of uniformity 
the £259,000 worth of 2} per cent. Consols 
lodged with the Bank of England as # special 
London reserve are now antered at the same 
price asthe rest of the 2} per cent. Consols 


‘in seconding the adoption of the report and 


Much as_ gilt-edged | accounts, 


The motion was put to the meoting and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. C. PaumMeR proposed the confirmation 
of the appointment to the Court of Directors 
of the Hon. J. J. Boll-Irving, Sir. HH. E. 
Tomkins and Mr. H. Schiibart. 

Mr. S. HaNcock seconded, and the motion 


and the National War Loan, namely, at 9U! was carried unanimous] 


instead of 95, as in previous accounts. Tho 
securities we hold under the heading of * Consols, 
Colonial, and other securities” were (where 
necessary) writt.n down to the prices ruling on 
the 30th June; the aggregate amount is about 
£100,000 Jezs than our holdings on the 3)st 
Decomber last and almost the came as on tho 
3ith of June 19°) * Bills 
Loan and Credits” show an increase of over 


€4,090,000 on the amount shown in the previcus i 


report. “Bank Premises.’—The increase in this 
item has been caused mainly by the purchuss of 
the freehold property adjoing our Shanghai 


office, which it was desirable to secnro in! 
view of future probable extensions 

would have 

ing the property alluded to. We = are 


erecting new premises at our Kobo branch. I 
think I have touched on all the items in the 
report. I have pleasure in stating that the 
present half-vear has had an extremely good 
start and promises well, but I cannot too 
strongly dwwoll on the duty of all directors of 
institutions like ours of building up our re- 
serves and husbanding our resources for that 
proverbial rainy day which seems inevitabla 
with all companies. We have had bad times 
and seem now to be onjoying the seven years 


of plenty, but we must not chat our eyes to. 


the fact that these may be followed by less 
prosperous years for which we sbould therefore 
always etand prepdred. Our field being mainly 
China, I may ade & few remarks on the present 
situation in this country. There is nv doubt 


that the heavy indemnity tho Chinese will have 


{to pay will try their finances severely, still I 
think that given a settled Government they will 
be equal to any engagements they may under- 
take. Fortunately for them they have remained 
upon a silver basis without resorting to any 
fictitious currency expedients, so that exchango 
will act automatically; with a low level it would 
be difficult to set bounds to the proportions the 
export trade of China might assume. One thing 
is certain—they will only-be able t> falfil their 
engagements and pay the large balances against 
them by a steady excess of exports over 
imports. It was with extreme regret wo re- 


| The Cuatnatan That is a'l tho business, 
' gentlemen; thank you for your attendance, Divi- 
‘dend warrants will be ready early on Monday. 


Mr. A. G. Woop—I beg leave to propose a 


vote of thanks to the Directors and tha Chiof 
‘Manager for tho satisfactory report they have 
‘put before us to-day. 

Discounted, | 


Th» vote was given cordially. 


THE UNIVERSAL TRADING 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


— 
Tho first ordinary annual meoting of the 


which Shareholders of the above company was hold on 
been impossible without  secur- ‘the 17th inst., at noon at the company's offices, 


‘No. 4, Des Vwux Road ‘Thore were present 
‘Mr. Ellis Kadoorie (chairman), Messrs. R. E. 
‘Kelly, Worg Chack You, Chan Su Ki, Ip Lam 
‘Chnon, Lau Chu Pat and H. Moyor (secretary). 
' After the reading by the Secretary of the 
‘notice convening the meeting, the CHAIRMAN 
addressed those present as followa: — 
| Gentlemen,—The roport and accounts bation 
,been in your hands for somo time, I shall, 
with your permission, taka them as read. I 
{rust you are all satisfled with the result of 
‘the year's working. Considoring that this is 
the first year of the company's existance, woe 
can congratulat> ourselves that we have bogan 
well. and lot as hope that as time yoos on, we - 
shall improve our position and get even batler 
‘results. The company's affairs are in a sonnd 
and prosperous condition, and there is nothing 
calling for special comment. If any sharoholder 
‘has any question to ask, I shall happy to 
answer it. : 

There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN pro- 
| posed the adoption of the roports and accounts. 

The proposition was seconded by Mr. LAM 
Cuv Par and carried nem. con. 
Mr. Cuan Sun Kt proposed that Mr. W. H. 
| Potts be re-elected auditor for the ensuing year, 
and was seconded by Mr. Ip Lam Cuusn and 
‘carried unanimously. 

Crainman—Gontlemen, this is 
business before the meeting. 
rants will be ready on Monday: 


all ‘thy 
Dividend » 


eign 


— 
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HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA 
DOCK CO., LD. 


6. a ee 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of share- 
“holders was held in the offices of the com- 
pany, Queen's Buildings, at noon on the 19th 
inst. Mr. R. Showan, Chairman, presided, and 
there were present—Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, 
Hon. C. P. Chater, C.M.G, Messrs. N. A. 
Siebs, A. Haupt, D. E. Brown, P. Witkowski, 
H. P. White (Directors), L. Berindoague, 
(at- 


H. M. 8. H. Esmail, D. Craddock 


torney for Mr. C. Ford), J. Moi‘regor 
Forbes, C. 8. Sharp (Messrs. Gibh, Livings- 
ton & Co.), D. Haskell, J. Hastings, 


Ho Fook, Ho Kom Tong, E. H. Hinds, J. A. 
Jupp, . J. Leiria, R. K. Leigh, Lo Cheung 
Shia, P. de Champmorin (Messageries Mari- 
times), 8. H. Michael, M. H. Michaal, A. G. 
Morris, C. Palmer, H. Pinckney, C. H. Potts, 
R. H. Potts, G. W. F. Playfair, W. H. Purcell, 
F. Reid. R. LL. Richardson, H. A. Ritchie, 
A. A. W. Slade, F. Smyth, W. M. Watson, 
W. H. Wickham, and T. I. Rose (Secretary.) 

he notice convening the meeting having 
been read, 

The CHAIRMAN ssid :—Gentlemen,—With 
your permission we will take the report and 
accounts which have been in your possession 
for some time past as read on this occasion. 
The result of the past six months’ work ig a 
most satisfactory one, and it affords pate 
directors great pleasure to be able to lay bafore 
you the best record we have yet had. ‘The 
amount available for appropriation, including 
$256,757.20 brought forward from last year, is 
$1,115,065.86, which we propose to distribute 
in a dividend of 1! per cent. and a bonus of 
8 per osnt. absorbing $451,000 (against 
$312,5.0 last August), by writing $181,370.71 
off the value of Kowloon ani Cosmopoliten 
Docks, $4000 off steam-l.unches, &c., and by 
carrying forward $459,695,15. The dividend 
and bonus is $137,500 more than we paid 
the same time last year, though we only 
propose to write off about 855,000 less than we 
did then. It may ‘appear to some shareholders 
that we write off too much, but the wear and 
tear and loss by depreciation of plant and 
machinery in such business as ours is very great 
indeed, and when all is said and done you will 
notice that the value of Kowloon Docks will 
still stand at $1,700.0.0, as against $1,690,v00 
last Decomber, so that in fact their book value 
hag risen $100, 0‘. As we have uo reserve fund 
and cannot have one except on paper until we 
are out of debt, we propose to keep something in 
hand by carrying forward more than usnal to the 
credit of the next account. We are in debt to 
our bankers some $300,000 which will ba in- 
creased on payment of the dividend of $150,000 
to about $750,000 and it must be our constant 
aim to reduce this indebtedness until the 
balance inclines the other side. This we can 
only do by writing off more of our profits than 
we spend on improvements; if not, our debts 
will increase until we are compelled at last to 
raise fresh capital to pay them off, a ep of 
course we should be very ioth to resort to. ‘I'he 
money spent on improva seats has, however, I 
am glad to say, been mmuay well spent as is 

roved by the increased efliciency und greater 

acilities for the work now provided at the Docks. 
The negotiations with the Government for the 
acquisition of land for a new and larger dock 
which have dragged their slow length along 
for years past, appear at last to give some signs 
of approaching a conclusion. The great stumb- 
ling block, the right of preemption claimed 
by the Navy, has been overcome, and the 
questions now at issue are more or less of a 
minor character, though still of quite sufficient 
importance in themselves. Your directors are 


very fully alive to the great importance of 


pushing on with the new dock as fast as pos- 


sible, and will endeavour in any possible way 
interests to bring 
this matter to.a settlement in accordance 
with our views. The want of a new and larger 
exemplified by the case of the 
In ordinary times we 
would have willingly competed for the repairs 

‘ of this boat, bat our large docks were 80 fally 
thém.—. engaged that we hid tg let the business go past 
“as. ‘The work would have taken at least four 
ths, and we could not afford to let one of 
ast-docks be engaged for such a 

. out gravely inconvenieucing our 


consistent with your 


dock is full 


steamship Jftinchen. 


Hongkong, 
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egular business, As you see in the report, Mr. 

Gillies has resigned the pore he has 80 ably filled 
for many years past. His successor, Mr. Dixon, 
comes ‘o us with first-class credentials, and we 
have every reason to believe he is well qualified 
for the position of chief manager of this com- 
pany. hile on this subject I may take the 
apes of recording the fact that the hearty 
thanks of the shareholders are due to Sir 
Andrew Noble, Mr. William Keswick, and Mr. 
J. L. Houston, for the very valuable assistance 
they have given us at home in selecting 
someone to succzed Mr. Gillies. As to the pre- 
sent six months it is not well to prophecy 
unless you know. I can only = that the 
returns for July are satisfactory, although at 
the moment work is rather slack and the Docks 
by no means so full as they might be. Before 
proposing the adoption of tho report and passing 
the statement of acccunts, I will be happy to 
answer any questions you may desire to ask. 

There were no questions, and the CHAIRMAN 
proposed that the report and accounts, as sub- 
mitted, bo adopted and passed. 

In seconding, Mr. C. 8. SHARP said :—I have 
much pleasure in secooding the resolution just 
proposed for the adoption of the report and 
passing of tho accounts. It is no small achiev- 
ment to have topped the already splendid 
records showa by this company, and let us 
hope that wo have not reached high-water level 
even yet. I have no doubt the accounts and 

roposed distribution of available profits will 
be considered satisfactory by shareholders, 
providing as they do for a larger amount for 
dividend than for the corresponding period 
of lust year and for satisfactory writings off 
and carrying forward of a comfortable sum. 
You lave adduced what a pears to me to be 
soand reasons for the proposed writings off 
and carrying forwird. I think that é':are- 
holders, in their natural desire for fine 
dividends, may ot times lose sight of other 
considerations which make it important if 
not necessary for o company to retain a large 
proportion of ita profits for its accommodation 
in carrying on ita bnsinoss, and personally, 
I aiouls sorry to sea.this company ran into 
debt for more than what to it must be a nominal 
sum, specially with so much capital ex »-nditure 
still ahcad of us, even though this mi mean 
to us tho curisiling for a time of div land 
distributions. It is good nows to hear that 
the difficulties which have hitherto boen 
standing in the way of the new dock 
project aro now in a fair way of being 
overcome, and we shall all be glad to hail the 
day when a satisfactory arrangoment has been 
made, and this new and important work can 
actually Le proceeded with. (\pplause.) The 
retirement of Mr. Gillies from the chief 
managership will be felt by all as a loss, a great 
los- to the company, for he has been so long 
identified with the company’s business and its 
upward progress. Howevor, his long and meri. 
torious services need no eulogium from me. We 
can only hope of his successor that he may 
emulate the record-of recent years. (Applause) 
If I am not out of order, I would like here to 
express what I feel sure is present is the minds 
of us all. namely our sincere sympathy with our 
acting manager, Mr. Cooke, un er t 8 suri0Us 
illness which has overtaken him. and our 
earnest hope that he may be speedily restored 
to health and strength again. (Applause.) I 
have much pleasure in seconding. : 

The motion was put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. . 

The CHarnMin :—The next business, gentle- 
men, is the consideration of the testimonial to 
be presented to Mr. D. Gillies, aud as that is a 
delicate matter I do not think it should be 
discussed in pablic. With your permission I 
will ask the reporters to withdraw. ; 

This was agread to, ani the question was 
discussed privately. 


We are informed that at the private meeting 
the Chairman, on behalf of the Directors, 
submitted a proposal to present Mr. Gillies 
; with a cheque for £5,' 09. After considerable 

discassion, in the course of which it was pointed 
out that Mr. Gillies had served the Company 
faithfully for 26 years. and was in great measure 
naible for its present prosperity, it was 
decided by a large majority to authorise the 
Directors to present to Mir. Gillies s handsome 
piece of plate, of a value not exceeding £1,000. 


____Eaagust 26-1001, 
GREAT EASTERN AND CALE- 


DONIAN GOLD MINING 
CO., LIMITED. 


—_——-——_- —_—-. 

At an extraordinary general m-eting -re- 
contly held of preference shareholders in this 
company, in liquidation, the following resolu- 
tion was passed——" That in lieu of making a 
call, the preference shareholders do accept the 
proposal of the liquidator to divide the available 
assots among them.” A confirmatory mestin. 
was held on the 20th inst. at the company's 
offices, 4, Des Voenx Road, when there were 

resent Messrs. M. Bennecke (liquidator), 

C. Wilcox, F. Georg, C. Georg, FE. 
Kadoorie, F. Silva, J. U. Remedios, C. E. 
Osmund, and K. dalji. 

Mr. R. C. Wi1tcox, who was elected to the 
chair, explained the purpose of the meeting and 
read the resolution to be confirmed. He con- 
elnded—Mr. Bennecke, the liquidator, has‘ been 
enabled to obtain the signatures of by far the 
larger number of the shareholders, and has what 
he considers a sufficient majority. He will 
speak for himself. 

Mr. BENNECKE—Tho only remark I have to 
make ia that I cou!d not find a single Chinese 
shareholder. Their addresses were not to be 
found, so I could not gut their signatures to 
the agreement. 

CHAIRMAN - You have got nearly all the 
others, I believe P 2 

Mr. Bennecke—Tho owners of 27,00 | 
shares have afixed their signatures. . 

Mr. C. Georc—How many shares are there 
altogether P 

Mr. BENNECKE—Thore aro 49,261, so that 
there is a, majority of nearly 3,‘ 00). 

On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded: 
by Mr. Epus1, the resolution was unavimously 
confirmed. 

CHAInMAN—Tbat is all the business, gentle- 
men. The liquidator will give notice presently 
of a meeting at which will be presented a 
atatement of account and at which you will 
be asked to decide as to the disposal of the | 
balance, and also of the books and other 

roperties of the company. For myself, °I 
belive Mr. Bonnecke will then resign. and will 
ask you to make some provision for anythiog 
else that may transpire in connection with any 
balance that may remain. He has slready con- 
cluded an engagement to go to Saigon. That 
is all, gentlemen; thank you for your atten- 
dance. Due notice of the next meeting will be 
given. 


—- ——— 


HONGKONG HOTEL COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


—— 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of share- 
holders was hold at noon on the 21st inst. at the 
Company's Hotel. Mr. E. Osborne (Chairman) 

resided, and there were presont Messrs, R. C. 

iloox, and W. Parfitt (Directors), W. Davis, 
W. D. Craddock, E. Kadoorio, W. A. C. 
Cruickshank, Ho Fook, Lo Cheung Shui, Ho 
Kom Tong, Chan Uhan Nam, Seng Kev, Ho 
U Shang, and C. Mooney (Secretary). 

The notice convening the meeting having 
been read, 

The CHAIRMAN eaid—Gentlemen, with your 
permission, I will dispense with the reading of 
the repért. Tho profits for the past half-yesr 
have more than fulfilled our expectations, and 
we are able, after providing liberally for depre- 
ciation and repairs, and after adding a substan- 
tial sam to reserve, to recommend a dividend 
of 12 per cent, which we hope will afford 
you satisfaction, and should you approve our 
recommendations, the reserve fun ll then 
stand at 8%!,000. Besides this, ‘however, a 
very substantial sum is represented by 12,124 
feot of land on tho Reclamation, which, though 
standing in the books at $21,000 odd, is, 
we consider, worth $20 8 foot or $24,000, 
and at this valuation although it does not 
appear eo in the accounts, you actually have 
a reserve of over $300,000, which, on 
a capital indebtedness of $825,000, means 
that your finances are in a thoroughly sound 
and healthy condition. ‘Tha question of utilis- 
ing this land has occupied the attention of your 
Board for some time past, and we intend shortly 
to submit definite proposals concerning it, 


which, while not involving » oatlay, will 
enable us to retain the land and, 


é 
4 
: 
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_ Craigieburn 


Atigist 26, 1901,] 
at the satne tims, carn 6 profitable return on 
. ite present market valiie, If.there are any 
questions, I shall be pleased to answer them. 

. There were no questions, and the CHAIRMAN 
therefore proposed the adoption of the report 
and accounts, submitted. 

Mr. CrurcksHaNk — Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, I have very miuch pleasure in 
seconding the Proposal that the past accounts 
and report for the half-year be adopted. I 
think we ought to congratulate the directors 
on the tatisfactory result of the working of 
the company for the half-year.' (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was then put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously, 

Mr. Ho Foux proposed the re-election to 
the Board of Directors of Mr. R. (!. Wilcox. 

Mr. Kapo@rix seconded, and the motion 
was carried, nem. con, 

The next business was the appointment of 
auditors for the ensuing half-year, and Mr. 
Davis asked if Mr: Gaskell was eligible for 
re-election in view of the statement that he 
wasn director of another hotel company here. 

The CHAIRMAN—We took the precaution of 
asking Mr. Gaskell, sesing that his name had 
been mientioued ag a probable diractor of the 
new hotel at Craigieburn, whether he intended 
to offer himself for reelection for the 

resent half-year, and he replied in writing that 
e did intend to offer himself, 

Mr. Davis thought that if Mr. Gaskell was 
to be a director of another company he certainly 
should not be auditor of the Hongkong Hotel 
Company. He would probably be in a position 
then ‘to secure information which he might 
utilise for the benefit of the other company. 

Mr. Wiicox—He cannot act as director for 
anothér company until that company is formed. 

The CHarzMAN—Mr. Gaskell has suggested 
that it is a vey epee question whether the new 

otel will be started as a company. 
However, this is a matter not for the directors, 
but for the shareholders, and the directors leave 
it in the hands of the shareholders. I think you 
might consult togethér for a few minutes and 
let ds know what your wishes are. They could 
then be put to the meeting. 

After a brief consultation amongst the 
shareholders, Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. 
CRUICKSHANK, proposed that Mr. Fuilarton 

JenHerson be 4 are auditor in place of Mr. 
Gaskell, should he be willing to act, and that 
Mr/ W. H. Potts bo re-elected as auditor. 

his was carried unanimonsl. 

e Chairman—That is the business, 
gentlemen; thank you for your attendance. 
Dividend warrants will be ready to-morrow 
morning, if you will kindly apply for them. 


The following is the report :— 
Gentlemen,—In accordance with section 56 
of the Articles of Association, the directors now 
beg to submit their report for the half-year 
ended the 30th June, 1901, ; 
ACCOUNTS. 


The profit on working account for the six 
months amounted to $125,101.02, as compared 
with $100,796.98 for the cor nding period 
of 190:', being an increase of $24 304.02 

The profit aud loss account, including the 
sim of $698,29 brought forward from 3lst 
December, 1900, shows a credit balance of 
$1!9,407.30, which your directors propose to 
apportion as follows :— 

To pay a dividend of 12 por cent. 
for the half-year, absorbing Y 
To write off from value of furniture 
and fixtures... . .w 
To set aside againat ropairs and 

. Fenewaly og wos 
To transfer to reserve fund ... ... 
To carry forward to new account. . 


$72,000.0) 
10,000.00 


10,000.00 
17,09 .00 
10,497.30 
$110,407.30 


- -_., DIRECTORS. | 
Mr. RB. ©. Wilcox retires by rotation, but 
offers himself for re-election. 
: ‘AUDIT: - ; 
ce Sey ea ae 
‘oe “ani ~ H.- Ga , who offer 
therisél¥ee for raeléction. ‘ 


* Hongkong, Mth August, 1901, 


OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The following are the accounts :=- 
- BALANCE-SHEET. 
30th June, 1901. 
LIABILITIES. $ 


Ce 


Capital— 
2,000 shares at $50 cach (fully paid up) 600,000.(0 
1,000 mortgage debentures, $ «a. 
authorised, issued at $500 
COCK... eee. cesses sess. 500,000.00 
Less 550 ditto not issued ... 275,000.00 


225,000.00 
Acconnts payable oo..cccc...ccccce ccccecececce 21,980.09 
Unclaimed dividends . Bie 2,588.00 
Reserve fund........0.0 eee 73,000.00 
Profit and loss account... 119,407.30 
$1,041,925.39 
ASSETS. g Cc. 
Value of land and buildings as per last 
report : — 
Marine lot No. 5 and remain- $ oc. 
ing portion of marine lot 
NO. 3 ie oc eeeccesssesseaeeee 872,045.60 
Remainin ¢ portion of marine 
lot NO. Toes eeee cece. vee 363, 108.20 
Praya reclamation ........... 21,201.77 
— —— = 761,445 57 
Value of furniture and fix- 
tures as per last report ... 106,296.59 
Less written off, as recom- 
mended in last report...... 3,000.00 
$103,296.59 
Since added .... 684, 
————_ 105,980.65 
Stock of linen, crockery & glassware, &c. 39,620.11 
Stock of wines, provisions, household 
sundries, coal and stationery ............. 29,669.24 
Shares in public companies ........... .... 7,033.81 
Licenses attaching to 3lat December, 1901 469.50 
Fire insurance to 31st December, 1901 ... 1,766.05 
Steam launch oo. ee cseeeceeeeee 18,100.00 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
POTAEON oo. ccceeccees cesses soe 62,698.01 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration, No. 2 acconnt ..... 0... ..... 2,621.70 
Cash in hand .. 258 
Accounts receivable .. 17,262.68 
$1,041,925.39 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 
For the six months ending 30th June, 1901. 


r. $a 
To bad debts and refunds. ....... ele 25.35 
To rates 0. ee ee 2,832.38 
To half-year's interest on debentures 
($225 000 at 3 per cent.) ........ =... ... 6,750.00 
To fire insurance ................. atts 1,739.95 
To Crowm rent o..2.. cet ee 478.90 
To directors’ and auditors’ fees ......... .. 3,200.00 
To repairs and renewals account........ 1,874.75 
Tob ce, to be appropriated as follows. — 
To pay a dividend of 12 per $ oc. 
cent. for the half-year, ab- 
sorbing 00... ww. 72,000.00 
To write off furniture and fix- 
tUFes oe ee 10,000.00 
To set aside against repairs 
and renewals ...... .............. 10,000.00 
To place to reserve fund ...... 17,090.09 
To carry forward to new ac- 
count «2.0.0... eee 10,407.30 
— —- 119,407.30 
$136,308.63 
Cr. $ «a. 
By balance from 31st Dec., 1900 $83,698.29 
Less dividend at 10 $c. 
per cent............. 60,000.00 
Less transfer to re- 
serve fund......... 15,000.00 
Less set asido for re- 
pairs & renewala 5,000.00 
Less written off fur- 
niture and fixtures 3,000.00 
- ——— 83,000.00 
—_—— 698.29 
By rents of shops and offices, 
new building ...........0.... 00... 3,070.00 
ina of shops and offices, 129.00 
old bui steseasercerescscrsseecee 6,120, 
came . —— 9,190.00 
Ry dividend on shares ...0........ccccceceeseceee 524.0 
By scrip and transfer fees... ecccce es 58.00 
by anelained dividends forfeited ............ 215.50 
By bad debts recovered.............0..0 000s 82.10 
on hotel working accourt for the 
ix months ending 30th June, 1901 ........ 125,101.02 
$136,303.63 
REPAIR AND RENEWALS acs 
Dr. Ce 
To payment on account of repairs and re- 
newals during the half-year ending 30th 
° Cc. 
By balance forward from Sist Dec., 1900 .. 2,969.20 
By teanafer from p and loses account 
as rocommendéd in last report............... 5,000.00 
By profit and loss account: «......0...c0-c-0e 1,874.75 
$9,143.95 


| REVIEW. === 
China and the Allies, by Henry Savaae. - 
Lanpor. London: William Heinemann. ° — 
WE are indebted to Messrs. Kelly & Walsh - 
Ld, for copy of the latest work of this well- 
known traveller and author. Itconsists of two 
bulky volumes, containing much letterpress and _ 
many illustrations, mostly of photographs of tho 
indifferent “‘snap-shot” type, and soveral re- 
prints of excellent water-colour sketches by tho-. 
author. The book is the largest and most com-: 
prehensive that has yet appeared on thé. Boxer 
rising and the subsequent operations’ of the 
Allied Powers. In fact, it is almost too much 
detail for the average reader to tackle, however 
keen his interest may be in the recent upheaval 
of the Celestial Empire. Mr. Savaye-Landor's 
experience as a traveller is widely known ; ho is 
a keen observer, and a narrator of much ability. 
He does not always impress Kastern residents 
with being as accurate as he might be, 
not that he can be charged with oxaggeration 
but that his opinion and description are 
sometimes influenced by passing improssions 
of men, institutions and surroundings, which 
are prejudicial to an exact representation. 
Tho books on the subject he now : deals 
with are numerous, and they are multiply. 
ing; they are mostly made up of perdonul 
reminiscences, and Mr. Landor woul: have 
done better had he confined himself to ono half 
of his Look which contains his experiences and 
left the balance, which he has written from 
hearsay, to others more qualified to deal with it. 
He has also reprinted a good deal of the Blue- 
book on Events in China, and othor matters, and 
interpolated a long account of a journey he made 
to the Great Wall some years ago. Had Mr. 
Landor confined himself to.actual experiences 
and included them in one volume of moderate 
proportions. he would have shown much wisdom, 
and propitiated his readers. It must not, how- 
ever, be deduced from this that his book is of 
small worth ; on the contrary it forms a valu- 
able addition to that repicly increasing 
library on modern China, and will give to 
the reader a good, if much detailed, concep- 
tion of events baginning with the Boxer 
revolt and ending with its retribution. It 
will reveal the actaal conditions of the Chinese 
masses and the missionaries in the interior and 
their relative positions, the ways of the 
mandarinate, and the duplicity of the Chinese 
Government in their transactions with for- 
eigners. The siege of Tientsin, the advance 
on Peking, and the heroic defence of the Lega- 
tions are presented in readablo if verbose form; 
but the inter«st of the reader is sustained by 
the innumerable photographs of incidents 
connected with these historical events. Con- 
sequently Mr. Landor's book is one that should 
be read, and as much as possible of it ‘be 
remembered. 
In his opening chapters, the author deals with 
| the Boxer rising, availing himself extensively 


eee 


of Sir Claude Macdonald's correspondence on 
the subject, previously published as a bine- 
book. Mr. Landor holds the Buddhist monks 
responsible for the Boxes rising, alleging that 
it was the outcome of the promulgation of “ the 
diabolical propaganda” of the Buddhist priests, 
This may be true to an extent; in fact many 
Chinese are inclined to the same iar but 
the anthor is evidently very much incensed 
against these native priests on account of 
revious harsh treatment he reoaived at their 
ds. Tho Buddhist priests may have atirred 

up much enmity amongst the ignorant peacantry 
against foreignors, and missionaries in particu- 
lar, but it cannot be accepted with that 
importance Mr, Landor teeks to place upon it. 
In endeavouring to secure facts to mipeert this 
theory. the author goes too far in stating — 
Incidentally it is well to mention that in (anton 
alone, during the two months preceding the 
outbreak of hostilities, over gh pian took 
place of Chinese belonging to the e orm party, 


or who had pro-foreign te: ; 
This is P altogether inaccurate. H.E. Li 
Hung-chang whon he assumed the reins of 
office at ton beheaded bed characters 
wholesale, but these were not of “pro-foreign . 
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Tepresentatives at Peking who had reliable infor- 
mation and attached the right importance to it.” 
The French Minister was, of course, kept well 
advised by Bishop Favier, who is certainly the 
best informed mah on current Chincse affairs 
in Peking. Mr. Landor does not regard Sir 
Claude Macdonald in the same light, and does 
not hesitate to charge him with having “ always 
believed and concurred in the views of the last 
person who spoke to him, especially when he 
was misinformed.” Mr. Landor no doubt has 
strong support for such a charge or he would 
not make it, but he does not give his authority, 
and he was not in Peking at the time. Sir 
Claude Macdonald was not the only minister 
who was misled, and he was unfortunate in not 
having an adviser of such magnificent resource- 
fulness of information as his French colleague 
ossessed. In the estimation of most: people in 
@China, Sir Claude Macdonald did well, under 
the circumstances; had he known the Chinese 
oharacter more intimately, he undoubtedly would 
have done better. 

Mr. Landor gives a detailed account, familar 
to our readers, of the tragic exodus of the 
Belgian engineers and their families from 
Paotingfu, and describes the Seymour relief 
expedition, the capture of the Taku forts and 
the siege of Tientsin. His description of the 
looting scenes that were daily enacted in Tien- 
tain is excellent, and he takes a sensible view 
of the matter. He says :— 

It is difficult to decide whether looting is at 
any time right or wrong, but in all fairness it 
must be kept in mind that the case of Tientsin 
was a special one. The main portion of the city 
was already on fire, most of the houses had already 
been broken into and looted by the Boxers, and 
presently everything that remained would be 
destroyed by the flames. It certainly seemed a 
‘pity to let so much beautiful and valuable pro- 
perty be wasted. Was it not, then, the lesser 
evil to allow these men, who had fought hard, to 
reap what benefit they could from the misfortune 
of others, especially since “the others” were 
doomed to misfortune in any case? To prevent 
looting was imp-ssible. The authorities, there- 
fore, seemed to have followed the only sensible 
line by giving the soldiers and marines a day’s 
free hand. 

The accounts of the lo ting published in Eng- 
land and America were rot accurate, and seemed 
to be mostly written by persons who had some 
ulterior motive in shewing the soldiers of some 
one nation or another at their worst. I main- 
tain that, if looting is to be looked upon as 4 
crime, the soldiers of all nations, none excepted, 
disgraced themselves alike. The Russian, the 
American, the Japanese, tho French, all looted 
alike. They one and all were looters of the very 
first water. I say it and I maintain it. But on 
the other hand, I cannot see that in this par- 
ticular cage of the Chinese war, looting was a 
criminal offence. On fhe contrary, it was the only 
way by which the natives could be punished for 
their‘outrages on our men, women, and children ; 
and, degrading as it may seem to those who had 
ne chance of taking part in it, there is no doubt 
that the only portion of this war which will cause 
the Chingse some future reflection will be the 
burning and looting of Tientsin. 

Those who know the Chinese well will realise 
the truth of the last few lines, and further 
when he points out that 

It was a constant remark among the Allied 
officers that China would be a paradise if 
one could keep tte Chinee in the same 
behaviour that they displayed after their 
defeat. They bowed and “chin-chinned” to 
every “ foreign devil” that went by, those sitting 
down springing upon their feet each time that a 
soldier passed. Tea and cold water were served 
out to anybody who wanted it, and the stolid, 
blunt Chinaman behaved to everybody with 6 
civility never before shown by the sons of the 
Heaveply Empire. 

My, Landor is of opinion that taking things 
all rodnd the Chinese themselves were the people 
who mostly benefitted by the looting. He sg — 

There were crowds of them outside every house 
where looting went on, and they sneaked in and 
out carrying- away valuable things. They had 
the advantage of knowing where to find them. 
Even Boxers and Imperial soldiers had hastily 
thrown off their uniform coats, and returned to 
the city disguised as coolies or al citizens. 

‘Their greed was disgusting, and amon themselves 
they acted like wild beaste. . . . © Chinese 
whom one saw in Tientsin soon after its fall were 
raffians of the very first water. Their faces alone 
were a sufficient certificate. What ghastly, mir- 
derous expressions were concealed under the 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


servile, submissive manner towards every Euro- 
pean that went by! 

Describing the national characteristics of 
the looters, he pictures a party of British, as 
follows :— . 

“My! won't my girl be happy when she Frees 
all this?” was the very first Dicagiit of Tommy 
and Jack about the loot. “She'll know right 
enough what to do with it all.” All the pockets 
of Tommy and Jack were soon stuffed to bursting 
with silver-gilt combs, small carvings, hairpine, 
elaborate ornaments for the hair, and silver charms 
of all kinds and sizes, of which Chinese chests 
of drawers were brimful, It was intereating to 
watch them, the younger ones especially, loot, 
loot, loot, not for themselves, but for the friends 
and relations at home. 

The Japanese somewhat resembled the British 
in their methods, but 

The point whera a marked difference lay be- 
tween the two was in the true and keen artistic 
sense of the beautiful inborn in the sons of the 
Mikado’s empire, and altogether absent in the 
British Tommy. All that was ancient, refined 
in line and taste, or pleasing to the eye in colour, 
had for a Japanese more fascination than any- 
thing of ten times its intrinsic value. 1 went 
into a house that had been entered by a couple 
of Japanese privates. They had found a cabinet 
of old china, and each soldier was revolving in 
his supple fingers a cup or a vase or a dish, and 
carefully examining the design. 

“ Kekko neh” (“ How lovely ”), exclaimed one 
soldier, looking into the work with the eye of a 
connoisseur. 

“ Sajo deska ; taihenjoso” (“ Yes, indeed ; first 
rate’), announced his neighbour, drawing in his 
breath in sign of admiration, while he tried to 
decipher the mark on the bottom of each cup. 
And here a long conversation began on the age 
of the crockery, how graceful in shapes, how fine 
in texture and make each piece was, and how 
skilful the artist that painted it. And here comes 
the principal point of my story. Such was their 
admiration for the wares they handled, that, 
instead of smashing them, as less artistic troops 
did those articles that could not be carried away, 
these Japanese soldiers carefully replaced each 
article on its shelf. 

The American soldier was somewhat differ- 
ent— 

What did he care for works of art? He had 
heard that some of the porcelain was worth large 
sums, but he really could not tell a 5-cent teapot 
from a 1,000 dollar one. All that he looked for 
in the houses of rich “ Chinos,” as he cogveniently 
called the Chinese, was gold bar, or silver, the 
latter for choice, in four and a quarter pound 
lumps (sycee). If he could not get gold or silver, 
he preferred to have nothing, but he looked and 
looked until he generally found what he wanted. 

Mr. Landor devotes several chapters to the 
wissionary~ question, and details the terrible 
sufferings of those unfortunate men, women 
and children who were martyred in the interior, 
The author apparently takes it for gran‘ed 
that the many Chinese officials who ill-treated, 
imprisoned, tortured and murdered these 
defenceless people, or gave them over to the 
brutal and murderous mobs to do with them as 
they desired, have all been adequatel punished, 
but we very much doubt, and in fact feel convinced, 
that not only do many of these scoundrels still go 
unpunished, but that they still hold office. This 
is confirmed by the experience of Major Periera 
on his recent mission, when he found a Chinese 
official who had handcuffed refugee mission- 
aries, and who was sup to have b:en 
banished into exile, actually holding office: It 
should be the duty of the Ministers to see that 
the whole of these guilty officials are actually 
punished. Mr. Landor pays a well-deserved 
tribute to the Rev. Timothy Richards, who. he 
thinks, “has done more practical good in China 
than probably any other missionary in the coun- 
try.” In his very strong comparison between 

r. Richards and missionaries in general, 
the author overlooks one fact, namely, that 
the work of the former is mainly literary; he 
is chiefly engaged in publishing in Chinese 
cigudard forei works, and his occupation 
natarally predispozes the educated Chinese in 
his favour. It is not the lot of the average 
missionary to meet only the native literati, or 
an in such interesting and attractive work, 
which, perhapa, in many cases is just as well. 

The author endorses an opinion to which we 
have frequently given vent, th we are 
much afraid the nes Gl ei heads of missions, 
in their seal, are 
refers to 


to all 


likely to act upon it. He | 
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The criminal error of despatching to dangerous 
and lonely places in the interior of Chins, Rages 1a 
protection or assistance, young, inexperienced 
girls who have a most imperfect knowledge of 
the country, the language, and the customs and 
manners of the natives. 

Itis great menand women with powerful brains 
- the grates} we have, if any at all—that ought 
to be sent out, not those for whom we can find no 
use athome. . . . As for women, the wives 
of missionaries might be al owed to accompany . 
their husbands, but I maintain that it is criminal 
to send young women into the interior, where 
they can do little good, and aro helpless in case 
of danger. : 

Most people, who sre not blinded by religion, 
will agree with him, and those who have a 
knowledge of the interior will understand that 
it ig absolutely indelicate for any young, well 
nurtured women to reside in the interior and 
engage in mission work, and such. indelicacy 
is emphasised when they acquire a knowledge 
of the language. By preventing the women 
and children, and most certainly we think the 
latter—who are not free agents—the author 
points out that 

Shocking outrages, such as have occurred in 
the Boxer trouble, would be prevented or greatly 
minimised ; huge sums of money, now absolutely 
waste 1, could be spared to do good at home, where 
it is more needed than in China, and much 
unnecessary friction could be peerene making 
the relations of heathens and foreign devils in- 
finitely pleaganter. 

Mr. Landor discusses the soldiers of the 
different nationalities at some length. It will 
be remembered that he was compelled to attach 
himself to the Japanese, and he naturally depicts 
the doings of these excellent soldiers most. He 
was more impressed with the Japanese than the 
other allies, and after them he puts the Russians. 
Other correspondents have put the latter last, 
though all are unanimous in according the 
Japanese a front place as soldiers in the North- 
China campaign. The author says that whilst 
other nationalities collapsed in hundreds, he 
never saw a single Russian soldier fall out, of 
the ranks. His statement is courteous but of 
little value, because being with the Japanese 
he conld not be with the Russians or other 
allies, nor is his statement substantiated 
by the recently published -Russian report 
on the campaign. Comparisons are apt to 
be odious, and they are certainly unneces- 
sary when the author is unable to do justice 
from actual experience of each. 
In numerous instances the author's judg- 
ment is too hasty and too sweeping, and he 
frequently errs frem want of knowledge of the 
country and the people, and having to rely on 
the impressions of others. Yet his book is 
certainly very interesting and for the most part 
accurate, and few will deny his ability as 
a graphic and entertaining writer. His second 
olanve is made up of the entry of the allied 
forces into Peking and a lengthy regi ate 
of the siege of the legations and the Peitang 
Cathe on information supplied by those 
who experienced those tragic events. 


Mr. M. Kato, the Japanese Consul, courte- 
ously informs us that oight Japanese seamen 
were recently rescued and brought to this port 
by the British transport Chingtu, which arrived 
in the harbour on the 13th inst. from Taku. 
They were taking » barge of about 150 tous 
from Osaka to Keelung in Formoes, when they 
met with a typhoon on the Ist inst. off the 
coast of the island of Okinawa, the largest of 
the Loochoo group. The barge had been drift- 
ing on the open sea for eight da s when on the 
morning of the 9th Angas, the Chingtu met her 
at 32 deg. 14min. N. 123 deg. 55 min. E. about 
100 miles from Shanghai, and rescued the men. 
She was stripped of sails, mast and everything 
on the deck, and the food and water were nearly 
exhausted. The rescued men spoke very pathe- 
tically of the kindness of Capt. Williams, the 
officers and the men of the trap as well as 
the - officers and men of the © 


the seamen to 
have the barge bat to have coldly 
steamed away two days before the Chingtn met 


her 


ance 28, 1901.] 
SUPREME COURT. 
ee gad 
Thursday, 15th August. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


_Berore His Honour T. Sercomse SMITH 
: (AcTING PUISNE JUDGE). 


CAPTAIN TREFUSI8 VY. KWOK KONG. 

The following is the full text of the judgment 
delivered by His Honour in the above case :— 
- Early in July last an Arab chestnut gelding 
valued at thirty guineas and owned by Com- 
-mander Erskine, R.N., arrived in the colony 
on board the transport Nurant. 

The plaintiff in this action had been asked 

by the owner to land the animal here, to see 
it placed in stables and to look after it until 
the owner arrived. 
. The plaintiff was therefore the agent of the 
owner to land the animal, and under the cir- 
cumstances had authority to delegate his 
functions in this respect. 

He accordingly asked Major Koe, A.8.C., to 
arrange for the landing of the animal. That 
officer instructed one Fuckeera to engage 6 
junk fo take a pony off the transport Nurant 
for Captain Trefusis, the plaintiff. Fuckeera 
ordered his storeman Atai to engage a boat 
in the following words :—“ Hire a boat to go to 
the troopship to land a horse. First you must 
go to the Commissariat to take the horse-bor 
on board.” The storeman Atai’s version of 
the orders given by Fuckeern was as follows :— 
“Go and engage 8 second-class cargo-boat 
to go to the Commissariat pier to take a horse- 
box on board and take it toa ship and take 
delivery of a horse. When the boat comes back 
she has to land the horse on the wharf. Cord, 
rope and tackle are to be theirs.” 

pursuance of his orders, Atai engaged tho 
cargo-boat of the defendant on the following 
terms, viz., that the boat was to go to the Commis- 
gariat pier, to take a horse-box on board, to put 
off (to aship), to convey a horse back tothe Com- 
missariat (pier), to land the horse on the pier, 
and to emply her own tackle and rope: when 
every thing had been done properly, the reward 
was to be four dollars and a half. 

I accept this version of the terms of the cou. 
tract made by Atai and reject the version given 
by the witness Ch‘an Ts‘at-mui, the wife of the 
owner of the cargo-boat and the person by 
whom the contract was made, on behalf of her 
husband, the defendant. 

Such a contract having been made, the 
question is, was the plaintiff privy to it? 

The parties .who made the contract were 
clearly Atai of the one part and Ch‘an Ts‘at-mui 
of the other part. ” 

It is also clear from the evidence that Atai 
was not as a fact contracting on his own behalf, 

«but on behalf of a principal whose existence 
was, however, not disclosed 3 


an agent for an unnamed principal. 


Who, then, was the unnamed principal for 


whom. Atai was contracting ? 
Now, an 


epends, 


make the contract. : 


There is no evidence to show that Atai knew, 
éither from being told by Fuckeera or from 
other sources, that the animal was being landed 
at the ultimate request of Trefusis. His mind 
was a blank about Trefusis. ‘Of him he knew 
-nothing and of him he never thought. He 
is prin- 
contract on his behalf. 
rson whom‘ he had in 
mind as the party for whom he was making 
the contract: ‘I'refusis was never contemplated 
rincipal No man can 
whom he had not in 
mind at the time when the contract was made. 
- Accordingly I come to the conclusion that there 
established between 

tiff and the defendant in this action. 
1 stings uged the following illustration in restrain the defendant 


never intended to treat Trefusis as 
cipal nor to make a 
Fuckeera was the 


by .Atai as being his 
contract for a princi 


was'no privity of contract 
the” 
. Mr. 


y word of mouth to 
Ch'an Ts'at-umi, though the ciroumstances 
sufficiently indicated to her that Atai was merely 


os is a person duly authorised 
to act on behalf of another, and the person from 
whom the authority in derived is called’ the 
rincipal. The answer to the last question 
therefore upon the answer to the 
question, Who authorised Atai to make the 
contract ? and the answer to that question is 
that it was Fuckeera who authorised Atai to 
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support of his contention that privity did exist. 
He compared the chain of orders given in this 
case with the chain of orders given in a mer- 
cantile firm. For example, sfaipan of A. B. & 
Co. gives an order to a clerk, who transmits the 
order to the compradore, who instructs a coolie, 
who engages a caryo-boat. In such a case, is or 
is not privity of contract established betwean A. 
B. & Co. and the owner of tho cargo-boat? 
Something might depend on the exact wording 
of the order aa it was from man to man, 
and on the kuowledge of the coolie who made 
the contract. It would be a matter of inference 
whether he knew at the time of contracting that 
A. B. & Co. were his princi Probably the 
inference would be that he knew that his prin- 
cipals were A. B. & Co, But suppose that 
that coolie met an independent person who did 
not know that the coolie was acting on behalf 
of A. B. & Co. and that independent person 
engaged a cargo-boat; in such a case would 
there be privity of contract between A. B. & Co. 
and the boat owner? I venture to say no. 

In the example adduced by Mr. Hastings 
there was presumably knowledge throughout 
the chain that A. B. & Co. were the principals : 
in the present case the knowledge that the 
animal was being landed for tis lain ti ff 
stopped at Fuckeera and was not passed on. 

Throughout this cage, much has bsen said 
about the plaintiff having the status of a 
bailee, bat f think that ap to and at the time 
when the animal was killed, he had not 
acquired that status. 


A bailment is a delivery of a thing in trust | 


upon - 
an undertaking expressed or implied to conform | 


for some special object or purpose, and 


to the object or purpose of the trust. 

The possession of the thing must be in the 
party by means of either ac actual or a con- 
structive delivery before- such party can be a 
bailes. 

Here the possession was in the defendant who 
had a lien on the thing, and until the thing was 
delivered to the plaintiff actually or construo- 
tively, no possession was in the p intiff. 

Nor wes the plaintiff a consignes in the 
ordinary acceptation of that term as designat- 
ing the person to whom goods are remitted as 
being the purchaser or for purposes of sale. 

Assuming, however, that the plaintiff was not 
a mere agent, but either a bailee or a consignee, 
still I should hold that there was no privity of 
contract between the plaintiff in either capacity, 
and the defendant. 

The property, whether general or special, in 
the animal was never in the plaintiff in any 
capacity : nor did he ever have the possession. 
This being so, has a person who h s neither the 
property nor the possession & right of action of 
trespass on the case? The answer is in the 
negative. 

The conclusion at which I arrive, therefore. 
because of lack of privity, and he cannot sue in 
tort bacause he bad 
the 


Ossession. 


as an insurer aud was not relieved of that liabi- 
bas ts any inherent vice in the thing carried. 


ing the carcase, woul 
remote in an action for dama 


on that point. 
for tho defendant wi 


Friday, 16th August. 


Berore His Honour A. G. WI8E 
(Actina Cuisr Justice). 


——Ew 


COLLINS V. GIBSON. 
t in 


breach of agreement 


is that the plaintiff cannot sue in contract 
not either the property or 


Should it become necessary to have my opinion 
on other points which have arisen in the case, 
I will state that, upon the authority of Liver 
Alkali Company v. Johnsos, L. R. 7 Ex. 267, 1 
consider that the defendant incurred the respon- 
sibilities of a common carrier with respect to 
the animal which he carried, was therefore liable 


he damages claimed in the shape of expenses 
incurred in floating the cargo-bost, and towing 
her down to Causeway Bay, as well as in bory- 
in my jadgment, be too 
for breach of 
contrast. Their remoteness in an action in 
tort was not argued, and I express no opinion 


The result is that ome will bo entered 


the action of 
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on businees as oppose to an ent dated 
2nd June, 1898, an = ba by the riice, His 
Lordship said the evidence on bot sides .was 
extremely conflicting, and although t was trn> 
that the witnesses for the defenca were 
more or less related to the defendant, by 
marriage and ties of kindred, and might 
reasonably be expected to be more than favuur- 
ably dis towards the defendant, yet, never- 
theless, if he were to consider the case of the 
plaintiff as abeolutely true as set forth in the 
plesdin zs and in the evidence, he must, on the 
ae hand, cer Pa the baad oid the 

efence were y of perjury. Taking, per- 
haps, the A bach siiaeal (excepting the 
plaintiff himeelf) for the plaiatiff, Ins r 
Collett, who stated that the defendant Gibson 
had informed him that three-fourths of the 
capital in Ramsey & Company was his (Gibson's) 
own money, His Lordship said that in the face 
of the strong evidence given by witnesses for 
the defence—E. F. Gibson, Mrs. Ramsay, and 
A F, Ramssy—he must come to the conclusion 
that ospec Collett was mistaken. ose 
ment would therefore be ontered for the defend- 
ant. But inasmuch as the defendant had acted 
somewhat indiscrectly by mixing himself up 

with the business of Ramsay & pare during 
and to the sickness of sister-in- 
law, Mrs. Ramsay, no order as to costs would be 

made, His Lordship holding that the defendant 
had thas brought the action upon himself, and 
that the action was a proper one to be brought 
before the Court by the plaintiff. 


Saturday, 17th August. 


IN ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 


Berorse His Hoxove A. G. Wise (AcTING 
CuHig¥ JUSTICE). 


APPLICATION FOR HABEAS CORPUS. 


As already reported by us, Mr. E. H. Sharp, 
| instructed by we. K. W. Mounsey, beakers 
i His Lordship for a writ of habeas corpus, to be 


eerved on the Superintendent of Police of this 
colony, to produce Leang Kun Yau, alias 
Loung A 8u, who was detained by the police 
under an order of banishment. 

His Lordship made the writ returnable for 
Saturday, and when the Court assembled the 
writ was produced. Mr. F. B. L. Bowley, 
Crown So'icitor, and the Captain Superintendent 
wore in attendance. 

Mr. Sharp—I move, my Lord, that the pri- 
goner be discharged, on the ground that the 
return is bad. 

His Lordship—Is any one going to oppose 
this motion P 

Mr. Bowley —No, my Lord. It is unneces- 
sary to go into any question of law. Mr. May 
is here, and if your}Lordship will allow him, he 
will make a statement. 

His Lordship offering no objection, Mr. May 


said that in this matter the police dealt with the © 


prisoner on his own statement. When he was 
arrested and again when he was discharged from 
1 he claimed to be a native of C and, 
r. May concluded, od gcerred had no know- 
ledge or information till Friday morning that 
ake pene was a native of Hongkong. 

r, Sharp asked for coats, submitting that 
the police had shown the utmoat carelessness in 
making their inquiries. bh 2 

His Lordship discharged the prisoner, but 
made no order as to costa, holding that it was 
the man's own fault that he found If where 
he was. 


RD ED 


Monday, 19th August. 


o_o 


Beroze His Honour A. G. Wise - 
(acTInG CHier JusTICE) 
AND A JURY. 


THE CALENDAR. 


Po Kam. sliss Chan Po: (1) uttering a f 
request, for ¢.liv 
defrand, (2) c'tai 
instrument—Ciin. 


goods, a forged 
Kwai lez: ein 


, forged nest 
‘intent to detrand, (3) obtaining goods upon 
forged instrument—Lam ‘Shoung: . being 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. _ . 


There wore four cases down for trial—Chan . 
goods with inteat to 


in 


Ch’an Po Kam, ulias Tang Cheon vp ber | 
canal woat for dali pApudro with 


ae 


‘ in the Kwok Fuk Tai shop, and had 


ing’s silver coins with intent to defraud. 


The Hon. H. E. Pollock, Acting Attorney- 
General, asked his Lordship to take case No. 2 
(that of manslaughter), in which Mr. J. J. | 
Francis, K. C., was to appear for the defence, 


at ten o'clock this (Tuesday) morning. 
His Lordship agreed to the request. 
Mr. Pollock intimated that a fifth case, one 


of piracy, had been added to the calender, 


and on his suggestion it was included therein. 
OBTAINING GOODS BY FALSE PRETENCES, 


Chan Po Kam, alias Tang Cheony, wes 


charged (1) with uttering a forged request for 
delivery of goods with intent to defraud, and 
(2) with obtaining goods upon a forged instru- 
ment. He pleaded not guilty on both counts. 

The following jury was empanelled—Messrs. 
J. M. de Rocha, W. 8. Brown, *Y. C. dos 
Remedios, C. P. Pintos, A. 0. Gutieriez, W. 
Stewart, W. 8. Allan. 

Mr. Pollock, in stating the case to the jury, 
said the evidence on behalf of the prosecution 
would show that on the 29th June of this year 
the prisoner went into the Kwun Cheung gro- 
car's shop at 282, Des Voeux Road, and repre- 
sented that he had been sent by the Kwong Wo 
shop at Samchun. At thesame timo he produced 
a letter (which wonld be exhibited in evidence) 
‘purporting to bear at the end of it the chop of 


' the Kwong Wo shop, and requesting the master 


of the Kwun Cheung shop to hand the bearer 
twenty bags of flour and two bags of sugar. 
The master of the shop, not suspecting that 
anything was wrong, acted upon that letter, 
and the defendant got the goods. At the time 
defendant called—eight o'clock—the master of 
the shop was busy, and he asked the defendant 
tocome back at twelve o'clock. On returning 
at that hour the defendant obtained deli. 
very of the goods, which were carried by 
a foki from the shop to a bout on the Praya, 
The ‘complainant—the master of the Kwun 
Cheung shop—had_ previously had dealings 
with the Kwong Wo shopat Samchun, and 
on llth July he went to collect the money 
for the goods. It was then he learned that 
the goods had never been ordered. The defend. 
ant’s defence was an alibi. His story was that 
on 26th June he went up to Canton, and did 
not return to Hongkong until 11th July. 


Evidence was led, and the jury, without 
leaving the box, unanimously found the prisoner 
guilty on both counts of the charge. 


Sentence was reserved until the second 
charge against the prisoner had been decided. 
‘The Jory was dismissed. 

THE 8KCOND CHARGE. 

Chan Po Kam, alias Chan Po, was charged 
with (1) uttering a forged request for delivery 
of goods with intent to defraud, and (2) obtain- 
ing goods upon a false instrument, He 
pleaded not guilty on both counts, 


The following jury was empanelled—Messrs. 
J. A. du C. V. Ribeiro, A. M. Beattie, T. 
Arnott, L. J.C. Anderson, A. 8. Mihara, A. A. 
de Jesus, and A. Kiihn. 


Mr. Pollock said the evidence on behalf of 
the prosecution would show that on 29th J une, 
about half-past eleven in the morning, the 
prigoner brought a le(ter purporting to come 
from the Kwong Fuk Tai shop at Samchun to 
the shop of one Chun Yan, 18, Saimun Lane, 
asking for 2,000 mathags—1,/00 fine and 1,000 
coarse. If sufficient bags were not in hand, 
700 or 800 were to be forwarded. The com. 
plainant—the master of the shop in Saimun 
Lane—had no fine bags, and at the defendant's 
request sent 1,500 coarse bags down to the 
datter’s boat at tho Praye The same thing 
happened as in the previous case—when the 
complainant went to collect the money he 
found that no order for the bags had been 
given by the Kwok Fuk Tai shop. The defen. 
dant was arrested on 28th July in a house at 
111, Second Street by Sergeant Murison. The 
defendant had been employed for four months 
access to 
the chops, which he could easily copy for pur- 
poses of frand. 

After hearing evidence the jury unanimously 
eat the prisoner guilty on both counts of the 

Ze. 


He was sentenced to four years’ imprison- 
charge. 


* ment—two years on cach 
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osseseion of three or more pieces of counterfeit 
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COUNTERFEIT COIN CASE. 

Lam Sheung pleaded not guilty to the posses- 
sion of 635 pieces of counterfeit King’s silver 
coins, with intent to utter, 

Mr. E. Robinson, barrister-at-law (instructed 
by Mr. C. D. Wilkinson, solicitor) defended 
the prisoner. 

The jury was the same as in the previous case. 

Mr. 1‘ollock said the principal witness for the 
prosecution was Lance-Sergeant Robert Smith, 
who, in the afternoon of the 2nd inst., went 
with a lukong on board the steam ferry-launch 
Chuen Ching, one of a number plying between 
Yaumati and West Point, and asked to see the 
collector. The defendant was pointed out, and 
on the lance-serg ant asking him he said he was 
the collector. Smith then asked the defendant 
how much money belonging to the company he 
had iu his possession. Defendant in answer 
produced altogether $5-20, and said that that 
was all. Smith thereupon searched him, and 
in his right-hand jacket pocket found a paper 
packet containing 35 Hongxong five-cent pieces 
and one Chinese five-cent piece. The defendant 
said he had no box when the question was put 
to him, but immediately afterwards produced 
two keys from his pergon and with one of them 
opened a locker in the cabin. In the locker 
Smith found 598 counterfeit Hongkong *five- 
cent pieces wrapped in paper packages, 46 
counterfeit Chinese ten-cent pieces, and 2 
counterfeit Hongkong ten-cent pieces. The 
defendant was thereupon arrested. 

Lance-Sergeant Smith gave evidence, and 
was cross-examined by Mr. Robinson. 

Other evidence was led, after which Mr. 
Robinson addressed the jury on behalf of the 
prisoner, contending that it had not been proved 
that he intended to utter the coins, nor that he 
had guilty knowledge in the matter. 

After Mr. Pollock had replied, his Lordship 
summed up, and remarked that if the prisoner 
did not intend to utter the coins he must be 
regarded as a collector of curios. 

The jury, without leaving the box, found the 
Prisoner guilty. He was sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment with hard labour. 


Tuesday, 20th August. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 
Berorgr His Honove A.G. Wise (AcTING 
CHIEF JUSTICE) AND A JURY. 
MANBLAUGHTER. 

Police Crown-Sergeant Chu Kwai Lam was 
placed in the dock on a charge of feloniously 
killing and slaying Wong Kanu at Yaumati on 
24th July. The prisoner, who is one of the 
oldest Chinese membera of the Police Force, 
and wore the medal for meritorious conduct, 
pleaded not guilty. He was defended by Mr. 
J.J. Francis, K.C. (instructed by Mr. @. C.C. 
Master, solicitor). 

The following jury was empanelled :— Messrs. 
J. J. Gutierrez, A. Keid, H. Cruz. T. 8. Forrest, 
J. E. Hainsworth, E. V. M. R. de Souza, and 
J.M. dos Remedies. 

The Hon. H. E. Pollock, Acting Attorney- 
General, stated the case tothe jury. He said 
the defendant was a police sergeant, and had 
been somewhere about twenty years in the 
Police Forca of this Colony. He was stationed 
at Yaumati, and on the 24th July was sent out 
to execute o warrant to arrest the deceased 
man on a charge of assault. ‘The defendant 
entered a brothel in Temple Street, Yaumati, 
where he found the deceased and arrested him. 
On the way to the station, opposite another 
brothel in Temp'e Street, the deceased a 
parently wanted to return for his umbre 
which he had left behind. The evidence for 
the prosecution would show that ot that june- 
ture the defendant used violence, kicking the 
deceased on the body and striking him with his 
truncheon. Various witnesses would be called 
1o prove this assault by the defendant, includ- 
ing one who saw the affair from the verandah 
of a house overlooking the street. That witness 
would depose that he heard groans, and that on 
going out to the verandah he saw the defendant 
holding the deceased by the queue. The latter 

i back and used the word “umbrella.” 
Then this witness saw the defendant strike 
the deceased two blows with his fist, follow- 
ing these up by drawing his trancheon and 
dealing several blows with it on tho deceased's 


(Atigust 26, 1901. 
chest and shoulders, He also poked him with . 
the truncheon, and kicked him in the region = 


of the stomach. If the evidence of that witness 


could be believed, it would certainl. appear that 
the defendant used unnecessary and unjustifiable 
violence. Of course, it was quite obvious that a 
police officer arresting a man must undoubtedly 
use what might by called a reasonable amount of 
compulsion to take that man to the police station, 
and it would be for the jury to decide whether 
or not the defendant had overstepped that line. 
The police station was reached about half-past 
four in the afternoon, and the deceased was 
lodged in a cell. At five o'clock, half an hour 
afterwards, groans were heard proceeding from 
the cell. The noise increased, and on Inspector 
Macdonald, in charge at Yaumati, making en- 
quiries, the deceased emitted a certain statement. 
He was removed at nine o'clock from the 
police station to the Government Civil Hospital, 
where Dr. Dell examined him, but could find 
no specific injury. At five o'clock next morning 
the deceased was in a state of collapse, and he 
died at nine o'clock. Dr. Bell's evidence at thé 
Police Court was toitho effect that there did not 
seem much the matter with the deceased when he 
was admitted to the hospital. At 1 am. he 
complained of pains in the pit of the stomach, 
at 5 a.m. he was ina state of collapse, and at 
9.30 a.m. he died. Dr. Bell made a post-mortem 
examination of the body. There were no 
external marks or wounds, and the internal 
organs were all healthy. The cause of death 
was shock caused by rapture of the small gut. 
A kick on the abdomen might have produced 
these symptoms. Cross-examined by Mr. 
Master, Dr. Bell said that if the defendant had 
punched the deceased severely with his trun. 
cheon, he (Dr. Bell) would have expected to 
find some external bruises. From the appearancé 
of the body he should say that the deceased had: 
not been severely struck on the chest and artis. 
That, concluded Mr. Pollock, was the whole 
story of the charge against the prisonar. 
Whether or not that charge was substantiated 
by facts would be for the jury to decide when 
they had heard the evidence. 

Witnesses were then examined, and after- 
wards cross-qnestioned at length by Mr. Francis. 

The evidence for the prosecution having con- 
cluded. several witnesses wore called for the 
defence 

Mr. Francis afterwards addressed the jury 
on the prisoner's behalf in an able speech, the 
delivery of which occupied nearly an hour. 

The Acting Attorney-General having replied, 
His Lordship sammed up, and the jury retired. 

They were absent for about five minutes, and 
on resuming their seats, the foreman announced 
that they were unanimous in finding the prisoner 
not guilty. 

The defendant was thereupon discharged. 


Berore His Honour T. Sercomps Situ 
(AcTING Puisng JupaE) AND A JuRY. 


PIRACY, 

Lam Shui Kum and Pun Wong pleaded not 
guilty to (1) piracy on the high seas, and (2) 
robbery by force of arms. Mr. E. Robinson, 
barrister-at-law (instructed by Mr. F. B. L. 
Bowley, Crown Solicitor), prosecuted on behalf 
of the Crown. 

Tbe following jnry was empanelled--Messrs. 
T. Grimshaw, H. Gettins, V. C. Rosario, 
R. Menashih, T. M. Devilbiss, C. H. Thiel, 
and Chan He Wan. i 
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fishing sampan or junk, off » small island called 
San Chan, situated a little way beyond Castle 
Peak, in British waters. On board she: juak 
were the owner, his father, his wife, and his 
son. On 22nd June, somewhere about ten 
o'clock at night, the deferidants, accompanied 
by two other men, all: of them carrying 
arms, boarded the junk, cleared the 


father, an old man of ty, ' had 

and there now remained three _Pepple 

atte ae Reha 
itness, owner ). 

Vrated ‘that y remained on the islaid of San - 

Chau for {wo and then, hailing s pas 

boat, were taken off and placed on t 

Ling Tin. From there they made their way 
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to Tai U, where there is a* police station, and 
where they reported the piracy. For several 
days the owner of the boat went about with 
the police trying to find his boat. He failed 
to trace its whereabouts in British waters, anh 
went over to Macao to continue the search 
There he at last found the boat, and in it 
four men. With the help of the Macao 
police the four men were arrested, and two 
of them were identified by the junk-owner 
and his wife as participants in the piracy. The 
four men were charged at the Magistracy and 
two discharged. The remaining two, the pris- 
oners in the dock, denied that they were the 
guilty men, and algo denied that the boat alleged 
by the complainant to be his boat was the one 
that was pirated. The question for the jury, 
therefore, concluded Mr, Robinson, was simply 
one of identification. 

Evidence was led, after which the jury found 
the prisoners guilty on both counts, 

His Lordship sentenced them to ten years’ 
imprisonment each on the first count, and seven 
years’ imprisonment each on the second count, 
the sentences to run concurrently. 


INTERPORT RIFLE MATCH. 


—-—@—— 
ARBANGEMENTS FOR THI8 YEAR. 

The Honorary Secretary of the Singapore 
Rifle Association communicates to the Straits 
Times that it has been decided to hold this 
year's [nterport rifle match (which is not von- 
fined to any particular bcedy, but to the best 
shots in the port, whether Military, Volunteer, 
Police or Civilian) between October 26th and 
November 8th. For the first time in the 
history of this annual competition, Penang 
will be included in the match, so that the four 
competitors will be Hongkong, Shanghai, 
Singapore, and Penang. The historic three- 
cornered match that has so far been in vogue 
thus develops into a four-cornered competition 
—and although this may not perhaps be unani- 
mously approved, more especially by some of 
the old members of past years, yet it should be 
remembered that our fogeyism is not sport, and 
that the sole object of such a match is to promote 
the standard of rifle-shooting, and any arrange- 
ment that tends in that direction should be 
welcomed by rifle shots. We understand that 
it is intended to invite Ceylon to join in, but as 
the negotiations have not yet proceeded far 
enough, it is not likely that ney will be able to 
shoot this year; although it is hoped that next 
year the match will be a five-cornered one. 

This year the match will be fired under Bisley 
conditions, so that it will be possible to compare 
scores with those made at home this year. The 
conditions are :— 


Range. ‘largets. Position prone. 


200 yds...3rd class ...... Bull 7 in. diam. 
4 ft. square... Inner Cre 
Magpie 21... 
5i6ed nd class ...... Bull's eye 20, 
G ft. square... Inner 30, 
Magpie 40 , 
HONGKONG. 


eg 

The re-appointment of Mr. Edward Osborne 
to be a member of the Sanitary Board is 
notified in the Gazette. 

No enquiry will be held into the death of 
Lester Mansfield, who was a short time ago 
found dead in her rcom in Lyndhurst Terrace. 
Dr. Atkinson, Principal Civil Medical Officer. 
has vertified that death was due to alcoholic 
poisoning. 

Two more bodies, making now a total of five, 
have been recovered out of the eight men who 
were drowned when the steam launch Lee Sang 
on the 17th inst. ran into and sank an Arm 
Service Corps cutter coming from the hospital- 
ship Meanee. ‘ 

A few days ago Chan Hsung, master of No. 
415 steam-launch Hat Loong, was fined $3 for 
not registering his discharge in accordance with 
the regulation made by the Governor in 
Council, Merchants’ Shipping Consolidated 
Ordinance of 1891. 

The Siberian dogs for the German South 
Polar Expedition, which have recently been 
quartered at Mr. Kennedy’s:Horae Repository, 


were on the 20th inst. shipped for Sydney by the 
8.8. Nuentung. Thenos will accompany 


the mambers of the expedition on their voyage 


of discovery. ~ 


‘memories such as those of the 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Mr. Fung Wa Chuen and his colleagues have 
a balanoe in band from the Typhoon Fund of 
83,30), which they have been asked to use for 
the relief of the Surviving Snfferers of the 
Cochrane Street disaster. They will be obliged 
if the police or public will direct any of the 
survivors needing help, or poor dependants on 
those who were killed, to the Committee, who 
are willing to render prompt assistance. 

The semi-final tie in the Water Polo Chal- 
lenge Shield Competition between V.R.C. “A 
team and‘: C" team, took place on the 22nd inst. 
at V.R.C., Kowloon, before a good attendance 
of spectators, amongst whom was a sprink- 
ling of ladies. The game was very evenly 
contested. Two minutes or so from time “ A“ 
team were leading by one goal, but by a great 
effort “C team managed to equalise, the 
score th n being 5 goals each. Extra time 
was played; and the match finally ended in 
favour of *C™ team by nine goals to six. 

We received on the 19th inst. a visit from Mr. 
J. F. Anderson of Pomona, California, who is 
engaged in a five years’ trip around the world 
visiting every out-of-the-way place. He started 
in 1897 from his nativo city, travelled through 
every state in the Union. partly on foot, partly 
in a xpring wagon, working at different places 
to carn the wherewithal to pay his travelling 
expenses. From New York in IN9% he went to 
Liverpool, bicycled through the British Isles, 
thence to Germany along the Rhine. and from 
there to Paris, where he worked for the U.3.A. 
Commiassio. of the Paris Exhibition. After 
leaving Paris he went to Switzerland, crossed 
the Alps into Italy. and from thence to Greece. 
After leaving Athen: he worked his way 
to Alexandria, toured through Egypt anid 
Palestine, from thence to Port Said. whera 
he took passage to Bombay. He visited Cal- 
cutta, and from there went to Singapore, 
whence he arrived yesterday. Mr. Anderson 
is a Christian Endeavourer, and makes this 
round-the-world journey to satisfy his thirst 
for information and study of men and things. 
He will visit the Philippines and Japan, and 
expects to arrive in San Francisco next Decem- 
ber, completing his five years’ tour. 

On the 20th inst. there were buried in the 
Happy Valley the remains of Mrs Gibbs, one 
of the six original Nursing Sisters who arrived 
in the Colony in the winter of 1890 for the 
service of the Government Civil Hospital. 
She received her training atthe London Hospital, 
aod served the Colony faithfully and weil up 
to the date of her resignation in 189. Her 
services, especially during the plague epidemics 
of 189-4, 1896, 1898, and 1899, were invaluable. 
In 1896 sha contracted plague herself, and 
although her life was then despaired of she 
ultimately recovered and was granted a well- 
earned holiday to recover her health apd 
strength. After a few mouths’ rest in Scotland 
she volunteered for plaz ue work in India, where 
she was employed for some months, baing in 
charge of one of the plague hospitals there. In 
the 1898 epidemic Mrz. Gibbs again contracted 
the disease, This time, however, it fortunately 
proved to boa mild attack aud she soon recovered. 
On the resignation of the matron, Miss Fast- 
mond, in 1898, she was appointed in her place, 
and performed the duties of this office until 
March, 189%. Since her marriage she has atill 
interested herself in nursing matters, and acted 
as hon. secretary of the Ladies’ Committee, 
formed only a few months ago, to olitain private 
Nurses for the community. Her end was 
very sudden, and the sympathies of the 
Colony are with her bereaved husband and the 
motherless little one. The respect and esteem 
in which she was held was evidenced by the 
number of mourners who were present at the 
sad funeral early yesterday morning in the 
Happy Valley Cemetery. Amongst those pre- 
sent were the Right Rev. Bishop of Victoria and 
Mrs. Hoare. Sir Thomas Jackson, Hon. J H. 
Stewart Lockhart, C.M.G.,as da ohana HE. 
the Governor, and as a personal tribute to one 
with whom he had been personally connected and 
highly respected, Hon. F. H. May, C.M.G., 
and Mrs. May, Dr. Atkinson, P.U.M.O., Dr. 
Thomson, Rev. J. H. France, Hon. W. Chat- 
ham, and scores of other residents, including many 
Government officials. The Rev. F. T. Johnson 

rformed the last solemn rites. Mrs. Gibbs was 

aried in the lovely spot where Sisters Frances 
and Gertrade rest. e Colony is richer for 
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The Hon. A. W. Brewin, Registrar-General, 
has been granted leave of absence for a month. 
During his absence the Hon. J. H. Stewart 
Lockhart, C.M.G.. Colonial Secretary, will be 
Acting Registrar-General. 

A splendid game was witnessed on F) idayeven- 
ing at V.R.C., Kowloon, in the semi-final round 
of the Water Polo Shield Compotition, between 
25 Co, E.D., R.A,, and R.W.F. (Right). At 
half-time the scores were equal, viz., two goals 
each. The R.W.F. finally won by five goals 
to three. 

Mr. E. A. Hewett, who has been agont of the 
P.&O.Co. at Shanghai for some years, has beon 
appointed to succeed Mr. H. A. Ritchie as su- 
perintendent at Hongkong, Mr. Ritchie having 
been transferred to take charge of the West 
London branch of the company's business. Mr. 
Hewett has interested himself considerably in 
local questions in the northern port, and is at 
present Chairman of the Shanghai Municipal 
Council. There will be ample room for his 
energy in Hongkong. 

Mr. J. MoAuliffe, ex-champion light weight 
boxer of the world, who with \his partner Mr, 
J. Slavin, brother of the well-known Frank 
Slavin, has heen touring in Africa, India, and 
the Straits, and giving very successful oxhibi- 
tions of boxing, ball-punching, and club-swing- 
ing, are now in Hongkong. At Singapore and 
Rangoon the Governors attended the show. 
Mr. McAuliffe intends to appear at the City - 
Hall during his stay here, and as he is by far 
the test man in the boxing line we have ever 
had in Hongkong, he and his partner should 
meet with a good reception. 

The returo of deaths in the colony during 
July shows a total for the south of 591, 
of which 32 were in the European and 
foreign community (including 12 smong the 
military), and 559 in the Chinese community. 
Plague was responsible for 180 deaths, + 
among the European and foreign civil com- 
munity, one in the Army, and 175 among 
the Chinese. Of the latter deaths, 28 were in 
Kowloon district, JL in the Harbour, 20 in 
No. 5,and 19 each in Nos. 4 and 9 districts. 
Malarial fever caused 30 deaths, sod chest 
affections 86. The death-ratos in the principal 
registration districts were :— British nod foreign 
civil community, 25.7 per 1,000 per annum; 
Chinese community, Victoria, Land 26.0, 
Harbour 3.03; Chinese, whole colony, Land 
24.3, Boat 26.4, Land and Boat 246: total civil 
community 2-46. 

A startling incident was witnessed on the 
Praya frontage, opposite the Hongkong Club, 
on the J%th inst. at about 25 minutes to 6. 
tome junks were unloading on the Praya, 
where suddenly a great uproar arose and a 
Chinaman was observed to be struggling in the 
water It was stated at first that he had o 
atone tied to his leg and that the other men on 
the jnuk had adopted this method of settling n 
difference. Three European policemen ond a 
Sikh were soon on the spot, and the mad was 
with no little difficulty fished up by aid of 
a bamboo pole, brought round to conscious- 
ness, and discovered to have an agly blow 
acrosy the face. He was put into a chair, while 
the three European policemen boarded the jank 
and proceeded to arreat the crew. Three of 
these had concealed themselves in the hold and 
wero only got out after the police had followed 
them into their evidently dirty retreat—judging 
by th. state in which they emerged. Ultimately 
ten men were arrested and marched up to the 
police station, secured by their queues. The 
offuir, however, seems to have been an accident 
after all, as the ten men were discharged Inst 
night. No little sengation was caused at the 
time of the occurrence, both on the Praya itself 
and in the neiyhbouring buildings, tho Club 
verandsh in particular being crowded. 

The French cruiser Styz arrived from 
Canton on the 16th inst. 

H.M.8. Dido left dock about 2.30 p.m. on the 
17th inst. 

H.M. crniser Brisk arrived on tho 18th inst, 
from Weihaiwei. 

Tho British transport Umta arrived on the 
19th inst. from Taku, 

The British surveyi g-ahi Rambler arrived 
from the South on the 5 ith h t. 

The French gunboat Vipere and the British 
transport Glengyle arrived on the 22nd inst. from 
Swatow and Calcutta res vely. -The British 
transport Jtinda left on the 22nd inst. for Takn. 
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COMMERCIAL. 


CAMPHOR. 
‘ Honaxona, 23rd August.—No arrivals. 


: SUGAR. 
Honaxona, 28rd August.—The position of the 
market is nearly the same as when last reported. 
Quotations are :— 
Shekloong, No. 1, White...... $8.50 to $8.55 pel. 
d 7.90 to 7.95 


o. » 2, White...... > 
Shekloong, No. 1, Brown ... 5.00 to 6.96 _,, 
do. » 2 Brown ... 6.70 to 6.75 ,,° 
Swatow, No. 1, White...... 8.35 to 8.40 ,, 
do. » 1, White...... 7.80 to 7.85 ,, 
Swatow, No. 1, Brown ... 6.75 to 6.80 ,, 
do, » 2, Brown ... 6.55 to 6.60 _,, 
Foochow Sugar Candy ......... 12.68 to 12.60 ,, 


Shekloong 4, tssssnes 11.15 to 11.20 ,, 


RICE. 
Honaxone, 28rd August.—The 
prices continues, holders belt 
are :-— 
Saigon, Ordinary. 


advance in 
g firm. Quotations 


seeree +s 82.60 to 2.665 


, — Round, Good quality ......... 2.70 to 2.76 
pe LONE secssesse ssseveseseoeenseese, 8.85 to 3.90 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 2.60 to 2.65 


» Garden, x No. 1 ...... 3.40 to 3.45 
pe White .cesecccsee s csretetceesereeces 4.20 to 4.25 
oy ime Cargo vceseecceeeeeeeees aeaeas 4.35 to 4.49 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Per steamer Copt.c, sailed on the 27th Jaly. 
For San Francisco :—9 cases silkgoods. For 
Punta Arenas :—5 cased silkgoods. For Pana- 


. ma:—15 cases silkgoods, For Now York:— 


1 case silkgoods, 40 balés raw silk. 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 

Honckona, 23rd August.—Amongst the sales 
reported during the week are the following :— 

Yarns AND Pisce Goops.—Bombay Yarn: 
100 bales No. 6 at $79 to §80°50, 150 bales No. 8 
at ¢80 to $64, 1,650 bales No. 10 at $86 to $¥1'50, 
600 bales No. 12 at $87 to $91, 600 bales No. 16 at 
$97 to $105, 1,050 bales No. 20 at $100 to $109. 
Corron Yarxn— r bale 

Bombay—Noa. 10 to 208......... $7 160 to $111.00 


English—Nos. 16 to 24,......... 114.00 to 120.00 
n 22 to %4,......... 120.00 to 128.00 
» 28 to 82,......... 136.00 to 142.00 
» 98 to 42,...... 100155.00 to 170.00 
Corron Prrcr Goops— per piece, 
Grey Shirtings—6 lbs. ......... 2.10 to 2.15 
7 Vb. oo... 2.20 to 2.30 
8.4 lbs. ....... 2.70 to 3.30 
: 9to lO lbs. 3.35 to 4.69 
White Shirtinge—64 to 66 rd. 2.85 to 2.60 
58 to 60 ,, 3.00 to 3.90 
64 to 66 ,, 400 to 5.50 
Fine......... 5.10 to 7.40, 
Book-folds 4.10 to 6.10 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards...... 0.72 to 1.20 
T-Cloths—6lbs, (32 in.), Ord’y. 1.60 to 1.80 
Tbs. (32,,), », 185 to 2.15 
6lbs. (32 ,, : Mexs. 1.80 to 2.00 
Tbs. (82,, ), ,, 2.70 to 3.35 
Bate #0 8.4 of., (86 in.) 2.75 to 8.30 
rills, English—40 yds., 14 to 
16 Ibe... 4.00 eee 


Fancy Corrons— 


Turkey Red seahace. Sar ed 1.65 to 5.00 
a . 


Brocades—Dyed ...........:c60 — to — 
; per yard 
Chintzes—Assorted ............ 0.084 to 0.17 
Velvets—Black, 22 in. ......... 0.22} to 0.60 
Velveteens—18 in, ......cccceceee 0.20 to 0.223 

per dozen 


Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.36 to 2.50 


Woorsns— per yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops.0.80 to 1.50 
bit, Med.,and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 2.50 
per piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet..........066 6.40 to 10.00 
Assorted... 6.50 to 10.10 
Camlets—Assorted..........c000 12.50 to 32.00 
Fasvinge 0) yds) nes | 8.00 to 20.00 
Orleans—Plain ......cccecsonees 850 to 10.00 
per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12 Iba. ......... 4.00 to 18.00 
MrrTata— per pi 
Tron—Nail Rod ...ceceesseeees 4.25 


Square,FlatRoundBar(Eng.)4.25 to 
Swedish Bar 625 


to 

; to 
Hoop § to 11/2 in. ........ «+ 5.25 to 
to 

to 


Wire 15/25 esecdeccessscesseacee 8.75 
Old Wire Rope sescsssscsssse 250 
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Lead, L. B.&Co.and HoleChop 7.60 to — 
Australian ...........csesseeeee 750 to — 
YellowM’tal—Mantz 14/2002.40.00 to — 
Vivian’s 14/2002z.39.00 to — 

Elliot’s 14/2002z.89.00 to — 
Composition Neils...........-..4 63.00 to — 
Japan Copper, Slabs..............42.00 to — 
TAM 7siyecieveaccusstesessueceunesaasses 69.25 to — 
per box. 

Tin-Plates .......ccsscesecseeneee 740 to — 

per cwt. case 

Steel 3 to Ro... cece eee 6.75 to — 
New Chops 14/200z. — to — 

> UNDRIEB— . per picul 
Quicksilver .....ccces.ssecesecees» 160,00 tO — 
per box. 

Window Glasa ........cccceeeee 5.75 to — 

per 10-gal. case 
Kerosene Oil...... 2 cc ceceesee ees 210 to — 


SHARE REPORTS 


Honerona, 23rd August.—The business of 
the past week has been rather more animated 
than hitherto, and rates generally have shown 
4 firmer tendency. 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
steadily improved their position, and after small 
sales at 374 per cent. to 396 per cent. prominum 
ex div. the market closes firm at $600, the 
equivalent of 380 per cent. premium. In future 
this stock will be quoted at its actual dollar 
value, not as heretofore. The London rate has 
panes to £60. 10a. ex dividend. Nationals 
and Bank of Chinas are unchanged, and without 
business. 

Marine INsSURANCES.—Unions have been 
placed at $34), and have further buyers. Can- 
tons have declined to 8175, at which shares are 
on offer. There is nothing to report in other 
stocks under this head. 

Fire Insurances.—Hongkong Fires have 
sold at $340 to $345, and have further 
buyers. China Fires are neglected at $83. 

Burerina.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have been placed at S344, and more could pro- 
bably be disposed of. Indo-Chinas are quiet 
at S136 after sales at that iy See China- 
Manilas have been placed at the improved rate 
of $62. Douglases have declined to $52 with 
sellers, Star Ferries continue in req st at 
9244 and $94 for the old and new shar-s re- 
spectively. 

REFINERIES. — China Sugars have been 
booked at $142, $141 and $1404, and more 
shares under forced sales may probably be bad 
as we close. Luzons continue neglected at 836. 

MInixg.—Punjoms have rold and _ have 
sellers at $5}. Jelebus are on offer at $4}. 
Raubs have sold and have further sellors at $12. 

Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have been done in 
fair quantities at $274 to $277 ex dividend, 
and thore are further buyers at the latter rate. 
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharves have been 
booked at 898, and more shares sre wanted. 
New Amoy Docks continue in request at $24}. 

Lanps, Horers axo BuiLpinas.—Hong- 
kong Lands have come into favour again, and 
sales at $190, $191 and $192 have been effected, 
the market closing with buyers at the latter 
rate. Kowloon Lands sre wanted at 830. 
Hongkong Hotels have been sold at $129 and 
$130 cum dividend, and at $124 and $125 ox 
dividend, ond there are further buyers at the 
higher rate. Orientes are on offer at $60. 
Humphreys Estates have sold and are wanted at 
813. ; 

CoTron pdeer ipa reas Cottons con- 
tinue in request at $10j. ahloongs have 
declined to $124, and the other Shanghai stocks 
are on offer at quotations. 

MIscELLANEOUS.—Manila Investments are 
in the market at $50. Green Island Cements 
have sold and have sellers at $21} Wateons 
continue on offer at $16. Electrics continue in 
request at $124 and $6} for the old and new 
shares respectively. Hongkent Ropes are 
wanted at $1724. Ices have sold at $182, and 
are in furtherdemand. United Asbestos have 
sold at $10, and more sbares can be P 
Providents have been done at $9} and have 
further buyers. Universal Trading Co.'s are 
wanted at $19} ex dividend. Alhambra Cigars 
and Philippine Tobacco Trusts are nominal 
only, and without business. 

Memos :—The China Sugar Com- 
pany, Limited, has declared an interim dividend 
of 5 per cent. for the half-year ended 90th June 

[ 


é 


-f 


_ Taugast. 26, 1901, 


last, payable on the 24th instant. The Hong- 
kong Cotton Spinning, Weaving and Dyeing 
Company, Limited, invites applications for. 
58,000 new shares of $10 each, up to and 
including the 27th instant, on which date the — 
lists close. ‘ 


Closing quotations are as follows :— 


CoMPARY, 


Quorarions, 
Banks— : 
‘ 600, ox div. . 

Hongkong & S'hai...| $125 | { Tedbn £60. Nie: 
ex div. . 


China & Japan, ordy. 16s. 
Do. Poe £1 £5. be 
Natl. Bank of China { 
- A. Shares ...... £8 |$28. 
B. Shares ...... £8 $28. 
Foun. Shares £1 $15, sellers 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A.. 21 431.10. 
Campbell, Moore & Co $10 |$20. 


China-Borneo Co., Ld £15 }838, sellers 
vee pignt & Power } $20 $20, nominal 
China Prov. L. & M.... $10 |393, sales & buyers 
China Sugar $100 |3140}, sellers 
Ci Companies— Wend 
Alhambra Limited...| 500 |$1,500, nominal 
Philippine Tobacco )? 2 
Tavest: Con Ldi§ $50 |350, nominal 
Cotton Milla— 
EW ooo ceccecccecce senses Ts. 100 [Tis. 424, vellers 
International ......... Ts. 100 |T's. 35, sellers 
Laou Kung Mow ...[Tla. 100 Ts, 40, sellera 
Soychee ......-..ceeer Tis. 500 |Tts. 300, sellers 
Yahloong ...cccseeeee 'Ts, 100 /Ts, 12}. 
Hongkong ............ $100 |310}, buyers 
D: Farm iovdubesees' $6 |38, buyere 
Fenwick & Co., Geo....| $25 /$565, sellers 
Green Island Cement... $10 


$213,saleak buyers 
$50. 


H. & C. Bakery ......... $60 
Hongkong & C. Gas...) £10 |$140, buyers 
$10 |$12}, sales & buys. 
Hongkong Electric { $5 |36}, bayors 
H. ar Eeamwsys ..[ $100 ]3276. . 
Hk. Steam ater 1 a 
inser Eds nl] lt exe, ba 
ongkong Hotel . ,exdiv,, buys. 
Honskose To.........0.- $25 |$182,2aleek buyers 
H. & K. Wharf & G.... reed Sicha 
Hongkong Rope......... , buyers. 
: aw. Dock savtaweds $5u | #277, ox div.,buys. 
Insurance— ; Bp AN 
Canton uw... eee $50 |$175, sollors - 
China Fire ............ $20 |383, sellers. 
China Traders’ ...... $25 ‘sellers 
Hongkong Fire ...... $50 |3842}, buyers 
North China ......... 225 176, 
Straite oe $20 jnominal. 
Union ........ccceeeeeee $50 |$340,sales& buyers 
Yangtaze.......c $60 |3122}, sellers 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv.| $100 |$192, buyors N 
Humphreys Estate...| $10 #13, buyers 
Kowloon d & B. $30 |$30, buyers 
Weat Point Building $50 . 
Luzon Sugar .......606. $100 |$36, sellers 
Manila Invest. Co., Ld. $60 |150, eollers 
Mining— 
Charbonnages ...... Fos. 250 . 
Joleabta .....c.ccccsseeees $5 |$4}, sellers 
Queon’s Mines, Ld....| 250. 4 cents 
Osivers Mines: ) en ominal 
Punjfom ......... ee. $5}, eales & sellers 
Do. Perference 1}. 
Baube ...csccsccsoeees 18 }$12, sellors 
New Amoy Dock ...... $63/$24), buyers 
Oriente Hotel, Mani #60, sellers. 
Powell, Ld............ seas $10 {#10, nominal 
Robinson Piano Co.,Ld $50 |#50, nominal 
Steamship Coys.— <x 
China and Manila ...{ 0 363, sales 
China Mutual Pref. 210 . 
China Ordinary ...... 210 |£13. 
Douglas. Steamshi $50 |$52, sellers 
H., ton and M.., $15 4, sellers 
Indo-China 8. N. . £10 |$136. 
ShellTransport = ag) (22 6d., sellers 
Trading Co....... sai), bayers 
Star Ferry ............ $10 | ¢ $0), buyers 
Tebran Planting Co. $5 }31. 
United Aahentos ndaead $4 |310, eales & buyers 
DOs. sscesisseasenss $10 915. . ; 


85 8104 exdiv.; buys. 


Seee 8 
secoeceveree 


Wanchai Warehouse... 
Ld. * 
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SHananat, 14th July (From Messrs. J. P. 
Biaset & Co.’a Report). Banxs.—Hongkong and 
: . Shanghai Banking Corporation. Market has been 
q quiet locally. National Banks are still wanted. 
InsuRANCcE.—Marine. Yangtazea sold at $120. 
China Traders are offering; others unchanged. 
Fire. Chinas changed hands at $83. SuiPrina. 
—Macao Steamboats sold at $35 locally. China 
Mutual 8. N. Co., £5 paid up ordinary shares 
changed hands at £6. 5s.0d. Indo-China 8. N, 
} Co. Cash sales took place early in the week at 
Tis. 102.50 to 102, but shares are now offering at 
101 without inducing purchasers. The following 
settlements were e:—Tls. 103 for 31st inst., 
$142 for September, $143.5U for October, Tls. 107, 
107.50 and 106.50 for November, Tis. 108.50 and 
108 for December. Shares are on offer “for for- 
ward purchase. Shell Transport and Trading Co. 
shares are wanted. Sucars.—Peraks are offering. 
=. China Sugar Refining Co. An interim dividend 
' has been declared at 5 per cent. Minina.—Raub 

Mining Co. A emall lot of shares changed hands 
at $14, Chinese Engineering and Mining Co., Ld. 
Cash sales were made at Tls. 11.60 to 10.40, clos- 
ing with sales and buyers at 11.20. The following 
settlements were made:—11.60 for September, 
1f.60, 11.20, 11.80 and 11.40 for October, 12.20 
and 11.70 for November, 11.80, 12.40, 11.2:', 12.20, 
11.20 and 11.00 for December. Docks, WHARVES 
& Gopowns.—S. C. Farnham, Boyd & Co., Ld. 
Shares sold early in the week at T's. 255 to 260, 
but’ several lots placed on the market without 
response by buyers forced sales at 240 and 237.50 ; 
the market closes with further sellers at this 
figure. The following are the settlements: Ts. 
255 (cum new issue) for 31st inst., 267.50 for 
October; 277.50 and 267.50 for November (cum 
new issue), 270 and 265 for November (ex new 
issue); 240 (cum new issue for December). 
Quotation givea rate “ex new issue,” unless 
otherwise stated. Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf 
Co, shares were placed at Tis. 300 to 205 and 
. are offering. Lanps—Shanghais Lands were 
7 placed at Tls. 100 and are offering. InpusTRIAL. 
—Gas shares sold at Tis. 112 and are wanted. 
Major Bros. changed hands at Tis. 43 and are in 
request. In Cotton Mills, Ewos were placed at 
Tis, 42,60 and Yah Loongs at Tis. 15 and 10; 
both these cotton stocks are offering, as well as 
~ Laou Kung Mows, Soy Chees and Internationals. 
Ice shares are wanted. Pulp and Paper Mills 
sold at Tls, 85 and 100. Moutrie & Co. shares 
were placed at $55. Tuas anp Cargo Boats.— 
Taku Tug Boats are wanted. Co-operative Cargo 
Boat Co. paid a bonus of 10 per cent“to con- 
tributors of business on 9th inst., as well as an 
interim dividend of 4 per cent. Shanghai Cargo 
Boat shares sold at Tis, 182.50 (cum div.) and are 
offering. MisceLLANrous.—Waterworks shares 
sold at Tis. 840 and are in request. Sumatra 
Tobacco shares were settled at Tls. 45 for 31st 
inst., but are now on offer at Tls. 42.50 to 40 cash. 
Lankat Tobacco. The market haa been quiet and 
business is only reported at Tis. 357.50 and 355 
for’ cash and 30st inst. Shanghai Horse Bazaar 
shares are offering at Tis. 100, but are wanted at 
lower rate. Hall and Holtz shares found buyers 
at $35, but later transactions are reported at %34 
Central Stores, Ld, shares were placed at $22.50, 
but are offering at this figure. Mercury, Ld. 
shares are wanted. Astor House Hotel shares 
changed hands at $275. Deaenrurgs.—Shanghai 

r Land Investment 6 per cent sold at Tis. 103, 

a cum accrued interest. These and other 5.50 per 
cent. and 6 per cent. debentures are offering. 


: SHaneual, 2let August (From Messrs. J. P. 

‘a Bisset & Co.'s Report). Business has been quiet 

in the principal stocks. Svuaans.—Peraks are 

‘ offering. Minina.—Raubs are offering. Chinese 

Engineering and Mining shares have been steady 

at Tls. 11.00 and 11.20 with sales at this figure 

and further buyers. Contracts have been made 

for 8ist instant at 11.20, for September at 11.20, 

for October at 11.40. for December at 11.40 and 

11.90. Docks, Wuarves & Gopowns.—S8. C. 

Farnham, Boyd & Co., Ld. The Srp of 

cheap shares at Tis, 235 brought in buyers, who 

raised rates to Tls. 245, the market closing with’ 

sellers at this fi to 242,50. Settlements were: 

made at Tls. 245 and 240 (both cum new issue) 

for 31st instant, and at 247.50 for September (ex 

new issue), 257.50 for November (ex new issue), 

. 255 and 262.50 for December (cum new issue), 

and 255, 257.50, 260 and 262.50 for December (ex 

new issue). Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Co. 

An interim dividend at Tls. 6.00 is announced for 

payment on 27th instant. Shares changed hands 

at Tis. 2965 for cash and are offering. Kowloon 

Wharf shares sold rsd ae sat ee ge 
Shanghais changed al 00 an 

are offering. InpusTR1an.—Gaa shares sold at 

Tis. 112 are wanted. Major Bros. shares are 

in request. In Cotton Mills, Ewos are wanted ; 


‘ 


| Athenian (str.). 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Internationals, Laon Kung Mows and Soy Chees 
are offering; Yah Loo sold at Tis. 10 and 
12.50. Ice shares were er at Tis. 32.50 and 
are offering. 8 hai Pulp and Paper Co., Ld., 
shares sold up to Tis. 110, but market dropped to 
105 and cheaper shares are reported obtainable. 
Moutrie & Co. shares are offering. Tuas anpD 
Caneo Boats.—Market is quiet, though Cargo 
Boats are offering. MiscELLANgous.— Water- 
works shares are wanted. Sumatra Tobacco 
shares sold at Tis. 40 cash; there are further 
sellers. Langkat Tobacco Co.~Shareholders are 
reminded that the new issue of shares in terms of 
resolutions passed at meeting of 22nd July will 
be made to those shareholders standing on re- 
gister on 2nd September next, who must apply 
and pay for their allotment before 16th Septem- 
ber. Shares changed hands at Tis. 350, 347.50, 
352.50 and 350 for cash and 81st instant, market 
closing steady. Settlements were efor 
November, at Tls. 362.50 and for December, at 
372.50. Hall and Holtz shares wanted, in small 
quantity. Central Stores shares were placed at 
$20 and ara wanted. Mercury, Ld., shares are 
wanted. Tsingtau Hotel shares are offering. 
Telephone shares are offering in a small lot. 
China Providenta sold at §9.75 locally. Astor 
House Hotel shares were placed at $275 for cash. 
Desenturses.—There are numerous enquiries for 
6 per cent. investments. Waterworks 6 per cent. 
were placed at Tle. 1(3, cum accrued interest. 


—_——_— 
———— 


— 


CLOSING QUOTATIONS. 
SATURDAY. 24th Angust. 


EXCHANGE. 
On LonbDon.— 


_ Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1,115 
Bank Bills,on demand ........... 111} s 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1114 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight .. 1/11y% 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight......... 111; 


t if 

Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight1'11}} 
On Paris.— 

Bank Bills, on demand ...... 

Credits, 4 months’ sight .... 
On GERMANY.— 

On demand ............ ee. 1.974 
On New York.— 


247 


Bank Bills, on demand ............ 47 

Credits, 60 days’ sight ............ 47 
On BomBay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ............ 1444 

Bank, on demand ................... 144} 
On CaLcuTta.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ............ .. 1444 

Bank, on demand ........00..0.0...... 1443 
Un SHANGHAI.— 

Bank, at sight ....... iotien ang sa Ndn Von 72 

Private, 30 days’ sight............... yo, 
On YoKoHAMA.— 

On demand... G4 
On Manita.— 

On demand ............ ee. 34 
On SINGAPORE.— 

On demand ...... ..................4 
On BATAVIA.— 

On demand ... ............ eee. 117 
On HalIPpHona,— \ 

Or demand ..............0 0 ...0...1] 
On Sartcon.—On demand ............1} 
On BaNGKOK.—On demand........... GO 
SovEREIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate ...10.25 
Goup Lear, 100 fine, per tael ...... 53.5) 
Bar SILVER per os. .................. 26,3 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. | 
For Lonpon.—Masilia (str.), Ajaz (atr.), | 
Stentor (str.), Idomeneus (str.), Banca (str.). 
For LiveRpoou, —Orestes (str. ). | 
For MarsgitLes.— Banca (str.), Oceanien (etr.). 
For Bremen.—Pringess Irene (str.). : 
For Havre anp Hamsuso.—Alezandria (otr.), 
Sibiria (str.), Andalusia (str.), Arabia (str.). 
For Vicroria, B.C.—Braemar (etr.), Kaga | 
Maru (atr.). 
For Vancovuver.—Empress of India (str.), 
For Sax Fraxcisco.—Nippon Muru (str.), Perw | 
str.). 
c Ee New Yorx.— Heathburn (str.), Ataka (str.), 
L. Schepp, I. F. Chapman, Manuel Liaguno, 
Aragonia (atr.). 
For San Disgo —Strathgyle (str.). 
For Porteand (Or.).—Indravelli (str.). 
For AvsTraLun  Porta.-—~Eastern 
Taiyuan (str.) 
CarcuTta, Pxrxanc axp Stwoarore.— 


(str.), 


‘OR 
({ Catherine Apcear (str.). 
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SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Malt. 
ARRIVALS. 


August— 
16, Daijin Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow: 
17, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
17, Chwnshan, British str., from Saigon. 
18, Chowfa, German str., from Bangkok. 
18, Elsa, German str., from Hongay. 
18, Glenfarg, British str., from London. 
18, Hans Mensell, German str., from Amoy. 
18, Brisk, British str., from Weihsiwei. 
18, Haiching, British trspt., from Calcutta. 
18, Nankin, British str., from Bombay. 
18, Progress, German atr., from Touron. 
18, Woosung, British str., from Canton. 
19, Loongmoon, German str., from Shanghai. 
19, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. 
19, Maidzura Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 
19, Apenrade, German str., from Haiphong. 
19, Catherine A pcar, Brit. str.. from Caloutta. 
19, Perla, British str., from Manila. 
19, Thales, British str., from Swatow. 
19, Umta, British transport, from Taku, 
19, Wingsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
20, Empress of India, Brit. str., from V'couver 
20, Hue, French str., from K wong-chow-wan. 
20, Kasuga Maru, Jap. str., from Nagasaki. 
20, Rambler, British surveying-ship from 
Singapore. 
20, Macduff, British str., from Moji. 
20, Ajax, British str., from Liverpool. 
20, Peleus, British str., from Yokohama. 
20, Katsuyama Marn, Jap str, from Chefoo. 
20, Tryonia, British str., from Shanghai. 
21, Crown of Arragon, British str., from 
Foochow. 
21, Itinda, British transport, from Calcutta. 
21, Independent, German str., from Chefoo. 
21, Fashan, British str., from Shangbai. 
21, Haitan, British str., from Foochow. 
21, Iltis, German gunboat, from Macao. 
21, Heathburn, British str., from Yokohama. 
21, Kawachi Maru, Japanese str., from Moji. 
21, Loosok, German str., from Bangkok. 
21, M. Jebsen, German str., from Haiphong. 
21, Rosetta Maru. Jap. str., from Australia. 
21, Trym, Norwogian str., from Haiphong! 
21, Konig Albert, Ger. str., from Shanghai. 
22, Prins Heinrich, Ger. str., from Bremen. 
22, Hoihao, French str., from Pakhoi. 
22, Tsuruhiko Maru, Jap. str., from Kobe. 
22, Taisang, British str., from Shanghai. 
22, Wingsaog, British str., from Canton. 
22, Tingsang, British str., from Hongay. 
22, Vipere, French gunboat, from Swatow. 
22, Glengyle, British trept , from Calcutta. 
23, Chingwo, British str., from Shanghai. 
2%, Pera, Amr. str., from San Francisco. 
23, Loongmoon, German str., from Canton. 
23, Formosa, British str., from London. 
23, Rein, Norwegian str., from Cardiff. 
23, Hongkong, French atr., from Haiphong. 
23, Geo. Valentine, Fr. bark, from Haiphong. 
23, Athenian, British str., from Vancouver. 
24, Sullberg, German str., from Chefoo. 
24, Wongkoi, German str., from Bangkok. 
24, Anping Marn, Jap. str., from Foochow. 
24, Anping, British str., from Shanghai. 
24, Rajah, British transport, from Calcutta. 
24, Kaga Maru, Japanese str., from Shanghai. 
25, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 
25, Oceanien, French str., from Shanghai. 
25, Haiching, British str., from Swatow. 
25, Yuensang, British str., from Manila. 
25, Toonan, American str., from Haiphong. 
25, Alexandria, German str., from Shang 
25, Pronto, German str., from Manila. 
25, Phra C. Klao, Ger. str., from Bangkok. 
2°, Tailee, German str., from Saigon. 
August— DEPARTURES. 
17, Parramatta, Britigh str., for Shanghai. 
17, Hinsang, British atr., for Hongay. 
17, Marie Jebeen, German str., for Saigon. 
17, Flandria, German str , for Yokohama. 
“17, Keongwsi, German atr., for Bangkok. 
17, Daigi Maru, Japanese atr., for Swatow. 
17, Coromandel, British str., for Europe. 
17, Amara, British str., for Bangkok. 
17, Arara, British str., for New York. 
17, Ness, British str., for Moji. 
17, Orestes, British str., for Bhan hai. 
17, Sabine Rickmers, British str., for Swatow. 
17, Kyoto Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 
17, Sanuki Mara, Japanese str., for Ko 


